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BOOK YOUR COACH TRAVEL TO WEMBLEY WITH 
AIRLYNX EXPRESS TO WATCH THE SAINTS PLAY IN 
THE EFL CUP FINAL ON THE 26TH FEBRUARY 2017 

l/Cs'.y,-; 

«/ VIP Coach Travel - including Hostess Service with complimentary 

hot and cold drinks and p astries, toilet facilities on board - £50pp 

B3!^. 


«/ Executive Coach Travel with t oilet facilities - £20pp 

Standard C oach or Mini-Bus Travel without facilities - £15pp 


Please call Tracey on 02380 736823 to book your place. AIR 

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm 
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SPORTS PINK 



EASTLEIGH 0 TRANMERE ROVERS 2 


Plenty of passion but 
home woes continue 

Wendy 

Gee 


Hakeem Odoffin on the ball for the Spitfires 


NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 
Monday, February 20 

EMIRATES FA CUP 
Fifth round: Sutton Utd v Arsenal 
(7.55pm, BBC1) 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Cambridge City 

V Kings Lynn. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SWL Cup, quarter-final: Team 
Solent V Tadley Calleva. 

Tuesday, February 21 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Dagenham & Rebridge v Bromley, 
Eastleigh v Macclesfield (free entry). 
North Ferriby v Lincoln, Tranmere v 
Boreham Wood, York v Gateshead. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bishops Stortford v Welling, 

East Thurrock v Margate, Hemel 
Hempstead v Ebbsfleet, Maidenhead 

V Eastbourne Borough, Truro City v 
Gosport Borough. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Cinderford 

V Slough, Dunstable v Kettering, 
Merthyr Town v Hitchin, St Ives v 
Chesham. 

Division One South & West: 
Shortwood v Yate. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bashley v 
Fareham, Horndean v Brockenhurst, 
Portland v Verwood, Sholing v 
Amesbury. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 
Semi-final: Moneyfields v 
Bemerton HH. 

ISLE OF WIGHT GOLD CUP 
Cowes Sports v Shanklin. 
SALISBURY HOSPITAL CUP 
Andover New Street v Salisbury. 


Wednesday, February 22 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v 
Lymington. 

Friday, February 24 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One: Romsey Town v 
Hamble Club. 

Saturday, February 25 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v Bromley, Braintree 

V Maidstone, Dover v Eastleigh, 
Forest Green v Woking, Guiseley v 
North Ferriby, Solihull v Wrexham, 
Southport V Chester, Torquay v 
Sutton. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bath V Ebbsfleet, Bishops 
Stortford v Eastbourne Borough, 
Chelmsford v Concord, East 
Thurrock v Poole, Gosport Borough 

V Hemel Hempstead, Hampton & 
Richmond v Weston-super-Mare, 
Hungerford v Maidenhead, Margate 

V Whitehawk, Oxford City v Dartford, 
Truro v St Albans, Welling v 
Wealdstone. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Banbury v St 
Ives, Basingstoke v Chippenham, 
Cambridge City v Leamington, 
Cinderford v Redditch, Dorchester 

V Slough, Dunstable v Cirencester, 
Hitchin v Kings Lynn, Kettering 

V Chesham, Merthyr v Frome, St 
Neots V Kings Langley, Stratford v 
Biggleswade, Weymouth v Hayes & 
Yeading (2.00). 

Division One South & West: 

AFC Totton v Didcot, Bideford 

V Wimborne, Bishops Cleeve v 
Winchester City, Bridgwater v 
Barnstaple, Evesham v Slimbridge, 
Hereford v Swindon Supermarine, 
Mangotsfield v Tiverton, North Leigh 

V Larkhall, Salisbury v Paulton 
Rovers, Taunton v Yate, Wantage v 
Shortwood. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester 

V Bemerton HH, Amesbury v 
Moneyfields, Andover v Fawley, 
Bashley v Sholing, Blackfield & 
Langley v Alresford, Brockenhurst 

V Bournemouth Poppies, Horndean 

V Cowes Sports, Lymington Town v 
Verwood, Newport loW v Hamworthy 
Utd, Team Solent v Fareham, 
Whitchurch v Portland. 

Division One: AFC Stoneham v 
Tadley Calleva, Alton v Andover 
New Street, Hythe & Dibden v 
Shaftesbury, Laverstock & Ford 

V Fleet Spurs, New Milton v US 
Portsmouth, Pewsey Vale v Baffins 
Milton Rovers, Ringwood v East 
Cowes Vies, Totton & Eling v 
Christchurch. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bush Hill v 
Fleetlands, Clanfield v Golden 
Common, Hayling Utd v Locks 
Heath, Hedge End Rangers v Liss, 
Liphook V Infinity, Stockbridge v QK 
Southampton, Winchester Castle v 
Paulsgrove. 

Division One: AFC Petersfield 

V Michelmersh & Timsbury, Four 
Marks v Lyndhurst, South Wonston 
Swifts V Netley Central, Upham v 
Sway. 


EASTLEIGH produced a perfor¬ 
mance brimming with energy 
and desire at home to National 
League promotion chasers Tran¬ 
mere Rovers this afternoon. 

But unfortunately for the Spit¬ 
fires, a vastly improved showing 
was still not good enough to break 
their home hoodoo as two second- 
half goals extended their win-less 
run at the Silverlake Stadium to 
nine games, stretching back to 
October 25. 

Targetman Craig McAllister - 
back for his fourth spell as a Spit¬ 
fire - was drafted straight into 
the starting line-up, while Ayo 
Obileye replaced central defender 
Reda Johnson who had picked up 
a hip injury during Tuesday’s dis¬ 
mal defeat to Braintree. 

Wideman Ross Steam was re¬ 
stored to the starting line-up, 
while young Chinua Cole and Ben 
Close took time out on the bench. 

Steam’s value to the side was 
evident after just 50 seconds when 
he swung in an excellent low cross 
from the right, seeking out McAl¬ 
lister, and forcing under-pressure 
Tranmere skipper Steve McNulty 
to clear for a corner. 

The passion that Eastleigh had 
been crying out for on Valentine’s 
Day was very much in evidence 
in the opening exchanges and, 
following their second corner of 
the game, ex-Tranmere defender 
Adam Dugdale headed over from 
Sam Muggleton cross. 

With the visitors’ defence look¬ 
ing none too comfortable. Steam 
fired another shot across their 
bows - his 25-yard strike screech¬ 
ing just past keeper Scott Davies’ 
left-hand post. 

Tranmere were devoid of 
chances until Eastleigh conceded 
two free-kicks in dangerous areas 
in the space of two minutes. 

The first, a Jeff Hughes delivery 
from the left, was met by a bullet 
Michael Ihiekwe header just over, 
and the second was steered nar¬ 
rowly wide by Jack Dunn from 20 
yards. With Tranmere warming 
to the task, Lois Maynard blazed 
a volley just over after Dugdale 
had headed away Lee Vaughan’s 
cross and then came their clear¬ 
est opportunity to date when 
Andy Cook met Ben Tollitt’s cross 
with a free downward header that 
bounced just post the far post. 

The good and bad of Eastleigh 
was demonstrated in the 27th 
minute when Hakeem Odiffin’s 


persistence forced another cor¬ 
ner. But, when it broke down, they 
were caught by a lightning-fast 
Tranmere break which, thank¬ 
fully for the Spitfires, ended with 
Dunn blazing a shot wildly over. 

Vaughan threatened again for 
Birkenhead visitors on 37 min¬ 
utes, scampering forward from 
right-back and whistling a shot 
just over Graham Stack’s cross¬ 
bar from a tight angle. 

After a stop-start spell, East¬ 
leigh were caught out by a sim¬ 
ple ball over the top that picked 
out James Norwood. The former 
Forest Green man took a touch 
to control it and looked certain to 
score, but Stack intervened with 
an heroic one-on-one save to get 
the Spitfires off the hook. 

Half-time: Eastleigh 0 Tranmere 
Rovers 0 

The absorbing first-half action 
continued after the break with 
a jaw-dropping long throw by 
Muggleton forcing Tranmere to 
scramble the ball behind the far 
post for yet another Eastleigh cor¬ 
ner. 

Norwood then flashed a shot just 
wide at the other end before East¬ 
leigh’s forced a couple more cor¬ 
ners, courtesy of exciting young 


widemen Mekhi Leacock-McLeod 
and Odoffin - the second of which 
resulted a mad, near-post scram¬ 
ble after Davies had failed to deal 
with Steam’s delivery. 

That was followed by mayhem 
at the other end with referee Con¬ 
stantine Hatzidakis allowing play 
to go on after Muggleton, having 
been dispossessed, attempted to 
rugby tackle his man - a crime for 
which he was eventually booked. 
Tranmere’s pressure resulted in 
a corner from which McNulty 
thumped a header against the 
woodwork. 

As a breathless spell of football 
continued, McAllister’s header 
from Odiffin’s deep cross was bril¬ 
liantly saved by Davies down by 
his right-hand post and it seemed 
only a matter of time before the 
deadlock would be broken. 

Alas for Eastleigh, it was the 
visitors who drew first blood from 
the very next attack. 

Maynard drove at the home de¬ 
fence before laying the ball off for, 
of all people, former Portsmouth 
man Tollitt to slot home. 

Eastleigh boss Martin Allen re¬ 
sponded with a double substitu¬ 
tion, sending on James Constable 
and Sam Matthews in place of 


Wilson and Leacock-McLeod. 

The Spitfires defended heroical¬ 
ly as the visitors went in search of 
second. Dunn dragged one chance 
wide from the edge of the area 
and then, after Obileye had been 
booked for tripping Norwood, his 
goalbound free-kick was headed 
behind by Constable. 

Norwood was then picked out 
by another ball over the top, but 
there were sighs of relief from 
the Eastleigh faithful as he struck 
his effort across goal and wide. 

The tiring McAllister was re¬ 
placed by Cole as Allen made his 
last roll of the dice, but the next 
time a chance came Norwood’s 
way, he buried it. 

Tollitt did the legwork with a 
powerful run down the left and, 
on reaching the box, he tucked it 
inside for Norwood to rifle home 
and effectively kill the game with 
four minutes remaining. 

Eastleigh: Graham Stack, Hakeem Odoffin, 
Sam Muggleton, Ben Strevens, Ayo Obileye, 
Adam Dugdale, Mekhi Leacock-McLeod 
(Sam Matthews, 65), Sam Togwell, Scott 
Wilson (James Constable, 65), Craig 
McAllister (Chinua Cole, 81), Ross Steam. 
Subs (not used): Ryan Clarke, Ben Close. 
Referee: Constantine Hatzidakis. 
Attendance: 2,475 
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SAINTS 


Redmond: Cup final 
is just the start... 


Peter 

Howard 



Nathan Redmond says Saints' upturn in form had been coming 


NATHAN Redmond never doubt¬ 
ed that Saints could turn around 
their miserable form in the Pre¬ 
mier League - and has pledged 
“it’s just the start” ahead of the 
League Cup final next weekend. 

The England Under-21 interna¬ 
tional breathed a sigh of relief as 
Saints got back to winning ways 
at Sunderland last weekend. 

But Redmond believes that de¬ 
spite losing six in seven Premier 
League games prior to the trip 
to the Stadium of Light, Saints 
were never in danger of getting 
dragged into a relegation dog¬ 
fight. 

Now, the former Norwich man 
has his eyes set on Wembley and 
Manchester United in the League 
Cup final. 

“We had a tough run before 
Christmas and this is the first 
week since then that week had a 
full week of training together to 
work on tactics instead of going 
game after game,” he said. 

“That’s no excuse, we’ve got a 
good squad and we should have 
done better recently. 

“But this has been coming and 
it feels like a bit of a relief 

“It’s just the start and we need 
to build on it. 

“It didn’t play on our minds 
because we kept focusing on the 
next game and the little improve¬ 
ments we could make, correcting 
the mistakes.” 

The 22-year-old played twice a 
week regularly in the Champion¬ 
ship with Norwich and Birming¬ 
ham City. 


But he admits that Saints’ hec¬ 
tic season - in which they’ve had 
a Europa League group stage cam¬ 
paign, the League Cup run and FA 
Cup games on top of the usual 
Premier League games - has of¬ 
fered its own unique challenges. 

“It has been tough, but 1 played 


in the Championship for three or 
four years, so it’s no different to 
me,” he explained. 

“Although going from Europa 
League to Premier League and 
to the League Cup it’s a bit differ¬ 
ent. 

“It has been challenging and 


when we look back on this season 
we would have played at Wemb¬ 
ley and hopefully fought for a top 
eight finish. 

“We’ll look back and hopefully 
it’ll be a better season once we 
start getting these wins and start 
climbing up the table.” 



Winchester 
see red in 
first minute 

WINCHESTER returned to 
winning ways with a 4-1 victory 
against promotion chasing 
Evesham. 

The match got off to a dramatic 
start in the first minute when 
Robin Matthews was sent off for a 
foul on Adam Mann. 

The decision seemed harsh as 
he was sent off for what was 
deemed a professionai foui 
although it could be argued that 
there were other players 
covering. 

Lewis Noice in the Winchester 
goal twice had to rush from his 
goal to deny Mann, once with his 
head. 

Winchester aiso iost Adam 
Tomasso through injury and he 
was replaced by Ollie Searle. 

Craig Feeney forced Nick 
Stanley to clear at the expense of 
a corner. 

However, Winchester took the 
lead in the 28th minutes when 
Howard Neighbour’s cross from 
the right was converted by Stuart 
Green. 

A powerfui shot from Mann was 
just wide whiie at the other end 
Feeney also forced Evesham 
defenders to clear at the expense 
of corners on two occasions. 

Just as though Winchester 
iooked as if they were hoiding on 
untii haif-time Lance Smith’s 
cross from the ieft saw Mann 
score. 

Haif time: Winchester City 1 
Evesham 1 

Having struggled in the first- 
half, in which they played almost 
the whole 45 minutes a man 
down, they did much better in the 
second-half with their makeshift 
defence iooking soiid. 

Parity in numbers was restored 
when Evesham’s Archie Haskayne 
was sent-off for an off-the-ball 
incident. Throughout the half 
Winchester looked the more likely 
to score. 

They made it 2-1 in the 79th 
minute when Feeney was fouled 
and Neighbour converted the 
resulting penalty. 

Ten minutes later it was 3-1 
when Andy Jenkinson scored 
directly from a free-kick. 

Stuart Green added a fourth in 
added on time. 



Wimbledon 2017 

The iconic event of any summer 
2 days from £165.00,15 & 16 July 2017 

This is your chance to soak up the unique atmosphere of 
the world’s premier Grand Slam tennis championships over 
the ‘Finals’ weekend. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A reserved seat on No.l Court at Wimbledon for the finals 
of the Junior and Senior events 

• Visit to Windsor with the opportunity to visit 
Windsor Castle 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation 
at a three-star hotel in the Greater London area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer pNewmarXet 




MUyEeho 


Call 0330 160 7751 

visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll410 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


mABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Geoff finally 
calls it a day 

AFC STONEHAM are 
on the lookout for a new 
general club secretary. 

The vacancy has arisen 
due to current club 
secretary Geoff Smith 
wishing to take a very 
well-earned rest after a 
phenomenal 50 years’ 
service. 

Smith’s replacement will 
work primarily with the 
Purples’ two men’s teams 
in the Sydenhams Wessex 
and Wyvern Combination 
leagues. 

The role will be 
supported by two other 
youth secretaries dealing 
with the other 21 teams 
within the rapidly 
expanding Sydenhams One 
club. 

“Geoff Smith will still be 
very much involved with 
the club and will hand over 
duties whilst always being 
available to the new person 
for help and support,” 


Plane talking as Folland future discussed 


SYDENHAMS One outfit Folland 
Sports have opened dialogue with 
landlords GE Aviation regarding 
the club’s future. 

The Planemakers have been ad¬ 
vised that their current ground, 
Folland Park, could be made 
available for development some¬ 
time after the end of the 2017/18 
season, subject to planning ap¬ 
proval. 

But chairman Roy Kingdon in¬ 
sists that, contrary to rumour, 
the 79-year-old football club will 
remain alive and kicking. 

He reported: “1 had a really 


good meeting with the guys from 
GE Aviation and it was very con¬ 
structive. 

“Far from being all doom and 
gloom, 1 am delighted to say that 
GE Aviation are committed to se¬ 
curing the future of the football 
club. 

“We are not at this stage in a po¬ 
sition to identify any new facility, 
but 1 am just pleased to start dis¬ 
cussions with them. 

“As we say in football, it’s very 
early doors at the moment and we 
will all know a lot more in the en¬ 
suing weeks and months. 


Terras impressed 
with high-fliers 


By Wendy 

Gee 



Hamble Club 


Geoff Smith 


explained Stoneham 
chairman Mark Stupple. 

Interested parties should 
contact Mark Stupple 
on 07764 882966 or at 
chairman@afcstoneham. 
co.uk 

On the pitch, Stoneham’s 
excellent run of form 
under manager Tim Cole 
has earned them the 
Sydenhams One club- 
of-the-month award for 
January. 

The Purples won all 
three of their league 
games played during that 
period, scoring 18 goals 
and conceding just one. 

They also advanced to 
the quarter-finals of the 
Russell Cotes Cup with a 
5-0 win over an Aldershot 
Town XL 

On Tuesday they came 
close to taking Gosport 
Borough to penalties in 
the RCC after two-goal 
Ashley Ledger had snuffed 
out Ben Wright’s brace. 
But, agonisingly for the 
underdogs, they lost to a 
last-gasp Tom Bird strike. 


THE Sydenhams One crown is 
Hamble Club’s to lose - accord¬ 
ing to Weymouth Reserves’ boss 
Bradley Asagba. 

The Terras’ second string lost 
2-0 to the leaders last Saturday, 
beaten by Wayne O’Dell and a 
Mike Byrne penalty as the Monks 
continued their seemingly un¬ 
stoppable march to the title. 

Asagba said: “We had ten or 11 
players out, so we knew it was go¬ 
ing to be really difficult playing 
against a top-of-the-league team 
and, not only are they a good 
team, they’re also really experi¬ 
enced. 

“Credit to them. Although they 
might not be the best footballing 
side, they’re very organised and 
executed their game plan very 
well. 

“It was one of those games 
where we never really got a foot¬ 
hold against a very experienced 
team.” 

Asagba added: “Given where 
Hamble are in the league and 
the way they manage games, it’s 
theirs to lose. 

“They’re all experienced, over 
the age of 25-26, and they have 
players who haven’t just played at 
this level, they’ve played a couple 
of levels above. 

“Results were also favourable 
for them, so it’ll be difficult for 
anyone to catch them now.” 

Hamble themselves are deter¬ 
mined to remain grounded until 
the job is done. 

In the wake of the Weymouth 
game, co-boss Ben Kneller fore¬ 
cast the Monks had a tough task 


ahead of them at US Portsmouth 
on Tuesday - and so it proved. 

Held 2-2 at home by the Burnaby 
Road outfit in October, Hamble 
got the same outcome on their 
travels. 

They twice led through Coby 
Wilson only for in-form US Ports¬ 
mouth to hit back through Josh 
Smith and Jordan Neal. 

Even so, it was a decent point 
for the Monks, who ended the 
night 11 points clear of chas¬ 
ing Baffins Milton Rovers with a 
game in hand. 

“We’ve got a bit of a cushion, 
but the lads are taking nothing for 
granted,” said Kneller. 


“After leading for all this time it 
would be nice to win the league, 
but it’s far from done yet. Hopeful¬ 
ly we’ll get over the finish line.” 

The Weymouth win helped 
Hamble over the disappointment 
of their Sydenhams League Cup 
quarter-final exit at Premier Divi¬ 
sion high-fliers Sholing. 

Having clawed back to 1-1 at the 
death, the Monks crashed out 3-0 
on penalties. 

“There wasn’t a lot to split us 
from Sholing, but they took their 
penalties well and we didn’t,” 
Kneller reflected. 

“It wasn’t the prettiest game, 
but playing Premier teams like 


Sholing, Lymington and Brocken- 
hurst in the cups has been a good 
gauge for us. 

“The Division One top-five 
could all hold their own in the 
Premier Division.” 

Mo Nyang, a wide right player 
signed from Alresford Town, has 
impressed Kneller. 

“He’s been brilliant,” he said. 
“He looked really bright at Shol¬ 
ing and he’s fitted straight into 
the dressing room. 

“We’ve also brought through 
young midfielder Alex Blake from 
the reserves and 1 thought he 
was the best player on the pitch 
against Sholing.” 



“The main thing is we can plan 
ahead now and stop the ru¬ 
mours that we are going 
to close down. 

“Folland Sports FC 
is here to stay.” 

The club was es¬ 
tablished in 1938 
by workers of the 
aircraft factory in 
Hamble-le-Rice and 
was originally known 
as Folland Aircraft. 

During World War 11 play¬ 
ers from Portsmouth and South¬ 
ampton worked in the factory and 


played for the club. 

The Planemakers have un¬ 
several name 
changes since then, 
becoming Folland 
Sports, Aerostruc- 
tures S&S and Ham¬ 
ble ASSC. 

In 2011 the club 
adopted the name 
GE Hamble after 
the parent company 
became GE Aviation 
Systems and, at the end of 
2012/13, they reverted back to 
Folland Sports. 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Wriqht takes Whites into the semi finals Beatingihe 

odds... 


TOMMY Wright’s love of goals continued 
on Valentine’s Day as Salisbury advanced to 
the semi-finals of the Southern League Chal¬ 
lenge Cup with a gritty 2-1 win at Barnstaple 
Town. 

The former Otterbourne striker, on loan 
from Sutton United, struck on 37 minutes af¬ 
ter Lewis Benson’s shot had been parried into 


his path 

That lead was doubled on 74 minutes when 
Taurean Roberts’ wicked shot deflected in 
off Barum skipper Craig Allen. It was the 
wideman’s third goal since returning to the 
Whites from Tooting & Mitcham last week. 

Steve Claridge’s side were heading for a 
fifth clean sheet in six games, but that was 


wrecked deep into stoppage time when Ryan 
Turner pulled one back for Barnstaple. 

Salisbury will travel to Southern Premier 
strugglers Hayes & Yeading in the last four 
on February 28 (7.45pm). 

The other semi pairs St Ives Town with 
the winners of Bishops Cleeve v Aylesbury 
United. 


Dutton delighted 
to be back 'home' 



By Joel 

Holt 


THE defender who captained 
Salisbury City to double promo¬ 
tions has returned to a place he 
calls “home”. 

Brian Dutton has joined Steve 
Claridge’s Whites on loan until 
the end of the season from Na¬ 
tional League South outfit East¬ 
bourne Borough. 

The 31-year-old joined Borough, 
managed by ex-Whites boss Tom¬ 
my Widdrington, at the start of 
the season from Havant & Water- 
looville but got tired of the long 
travelling. 

He expressed an interest in find¬ 
ing a club closer to his Winches¬ 
ter home and has struck a deal 
with the renamed Salisbury FC, 
who are gunning for the Southern 
One South & West play-offs. 

It has been almost three years 
since Dutton departed the Ray 
Mac in the midst of the old club’s 
financial crisis before they col¬ 
lapsed. 

That marked the end of a four- 
year spell, which included famous 
play-off victories over Hednes- 
ford Town in 2010 and Dover Ath¬ 
letic in 2013, helping the old City 
club back to the National League. 

Unfinished business 

“It’s good to be home,” beamed 
Dutton. 

“Salisbury is a club close to my 
heart and it feels like there is a 
little bit of unfinished business 
there with the way things fin¬ 
ished. 

“1 took that into account when 
1 was looking for a new club and 
1 asked myself: ‘Do 1 want to play 
higher or come back to the club 1 
care about?’ In the end it was a no 
brainer. 

“1 enjoyed it at Eastbourne, but 
the travelling got too much. So 1 
spoke to Tommy about it and he 
was happy for me to find a club 
closer to me. 


Brian Dutton 

“Steve’s got a good squad of 
players and 1 want to help Salis¬ 
bury get promoted. 

“Although it’s a new club, it 
has the same soul and same fans 
but with just a different name. It 
would be nice to get three promo¬ 
tions.” 

Dutton will provide cover for 
Claridge’s injury-ravaged squad 
which has only one natural cen¬ 
tral defender in Eliott Wheeler 
following the departures of Steve 
Walker, who joined Blackfield & 
Langley, and Kieran Parselle, now 
back with parent club Newport 
County 

Ex-Follands centre-back Calum 


Brockway is ruled out for the rest 
of the season with a shoulder in¬ 
jury. 

However Callum Hart, who 
lives with Dutton, is set for a re¬ 
turn in two weeks’ time after nine 
months on the sidelines. 

Experience 

Claridge said: “We’re really 
pleased to have him (Dutton). It 
adds a bit of physicality and expe¬ 
rience to our team, which we are 
looking for. 

“We’ve done what we think is a 
good deal for his wages, which 1 
always think is important. 

“We’re looking ahead some¬ 


what to try and tick the boxes that 
maybe we’re going to need to give 
ourselves the best opportunity if 
we were to get into the play-offs.” 

Dutton started his career at 
Cambridge United in 2003 before 
having spells at Pickering Town, 
Weymouth, Eastleigh, Mangots- 
field and Dorchester. 

He spent one season at Salis¬ 
bury in 2008 before moving to 
Harrogate Town and Northwich 
Victoria. He returned two years 
later and became a club legend, 
starring 167 times in four years. 

Off the pitch, Dutton coaches 
at Sparsholt Academy and holds 
a UEFA A licence coaching badge. 


HANNAH Geer has 
overcome all the odds to 
be selected to represent 
the Southern Region at 
the England University 
Games. 

The Bournemouth Uni 
student from Southampton 
has played football from 
the age of five. 

But, according to her 
proud mum Yvonne, she 
has the Bournemouth 
Uni coaches to thank for 
spotting her talent. 

“Hannah has had a lot 
of rejection and was told 
she wasn’t good enough 
until the Bournemouth 
University coaches saw 
some potential,” said 
Yvonne. 

“Despite being knocked 
back time and time again, 
she never gave up. 

“She has had problems 
in the past with her flat 
feet and her knees and also 
broke her leg playing. 



Hannah Geer 


“Hannah has also had 
problems with her hearing 
and, only in the last year, 
received NHS help and 
got hearing aids which 
has helped her confidence 
grow 

“But, despite all that, she 
has got stronger and fitter 
and now all the hard work 
has paid off.” 

As a youngster 
Geer played for 
Thornden School and 
Hedge End under-16s 
before progressing to 
Southampton Women. 

Now in her final year 
studying sports psychology 
and coaching sciences, 
she was one of three 
Bournemouth Uni players 
invited to attend the 
Southern Region trials and 
was the only one selected. 

Training has been 
taking place at Chichester 
Uni in preparation for 
games against the North 
and Midland regions on 
February 25/26. From 
there the players will trial 
for the England Uni squad. 
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Mowthorpe 
the hero 


STEVE Hutchings grabbed 
the winning goal, but 
it was ‘keeper Steve 
Mowthorpe who took the 
plaudits for Moneyfields 
in their 1-0 win at Bashley 
last weekend. 

With 86 minutes gone 
at Bashley Road and 
Moneys leading 1-0, the 
former AFC Totton and 
Saints Academy stopper 
pulled off a wonder save to 
protect his side’s ten-point 
lead at the Sydenhams 
Premier summit. 

Matt Vining had looked 
odds-on to snatch the 
Foresters a share of the 
points when he met a cross 
from the right with a goal- 
bound volley. 

But Mowthorpe 
brilliantly intervened. 

Bashley Nol Joe 
Prodomo was also in fine 
form, thwarting the league 
leaders time and time 



Warren Bentley 


There's just no stopping Bentley 


WARREN Bentley set Hungerford 
Town on their way to yet another 
National League South victory 
last weekend. 

The irrepressible former Alres- 
ford Town and Winchester City 
hotshot opened the scoring after 
30 minutes in a 2-0 home win over 
Bishops Stortford. 

Hungerford had survived a 
missed penalty by Stortford’s 


Shomari Barnwell before Bentley 
struck. 

The little maestro took a Louis 
Soares pass confidently in his 
stride before slotting in his third 
goal in four games since joining 
the Crusaders from Gosport Bor¬ 
ough. 

Luke Williams doubled the ad¬ 
vantage on 70 minutes, ensur¬ 
ing fourth-placed Hungerford 


remained unbeaten in the league 
since November 12. 

Bentley, a 26-year-old PE teacher 
at Sholing Technology College, 
scored 113 times over two phe¬ 
nomenal seasons with Winches¬ 
ter. 

His 57-goal haul last term earned 
him the Morrant Golden Boot at 
the 2016 National Game Awards 
staged at Stamford Bridge. 


Luffman setting 
his targets high 



By Wendy 

Gee 


ALRESFORD Town boss Richard 
Luffman hopes to prove that it 
pays to set your sights high. 

With the Magpies sitting sev¬ 
enth in the Sydenhams Premier 
Division prior to today’s free 
entry game against Hamworthy 
United, his personal goal of a top- 
six finish could yet come to frui¬ 
tion. 

There was little sign at the start 
of the season that Alresford would 
even escape the bottom half of 
the table, let alone be clinging to 
the coat-tails of the Premier elite. 

Weighed down with cup com¬ 
mitments, they struggled to get 
points on the board early on. 


Target 


But Town’s recent form has 
been title-worthy with 11 wins 
and three draws from their last 16 
league games. 

Luffman, who moved across 
lock, stock and barrel from Otter- 
bourne last summer with chair¬ 
man Stuart Munro and several 
players, said: “The club’s target 
at the start of the season was top- 
eight, but 1 personally felt that 
top-six would a really good season 
for us. 

“On November 1 we were sec- 
ond-to-bottom on nine points. 

“Now we’re up to seventh and 
the top-six is in our grasp. 

“We’ve only lost one of the last 
14 league games and that was to 
(league leaders) Moneyfields.” 

Last Saturday’s 2-1 victory over 
Graham Rix’s AFC Portchester 
was yet another major feather in 
the Mapgies’ cap. 

The Royals took the lead with a 
Steve Ramsey penalty conceded 
by Chris Mason, but Alresford hit 
back when Tom Sands polished 


Steve Mowthorpe. 


again with a series of one- 
on-one stops. 

A pity then that it was a 
fluke goal that beat him. 

Surrounded by a posse of 
players, Prodomo punched 
a cross upwards and was 
unable to claim it amid the 
melee as it dropped back 
down. 

As bad luck would 
have it. Moneys’ master 
marksman Hutchings was 
on hand to bundle in his 
20th goal of the season 
- enough to keep second- 
placed Blackfield at arm’s 
length. 

Boss Dave Carter 
admitted it wasn’t the 
prettiest of wins, but said: 
“Making sure we stayed 
ten points clear was the 
priority.” 

Bashley secretary Mike 
Cranidge reported: “It 
finished a game of two 
keepers: Bash man-of-the- 
match Joe Prodomo for his 
one-man resistance and 
Steve Mowthorpe for his 
save-of-the-season.” 



Richard Luffman 

off a sweet passing move. 

The second half could have gone 
either way, but it was the Magpies 
who came out on top thanks to 
another smart finish by Sam Burt 


from Geoff Dunn’s cross. 

“Young Sam’s on fire at the 
moment and Tom Sands has got 
12 for the season and must have 
made another 20 goals. He and 


Simon Everett ran the game last 
Saturday,” said Luffman. 

“We’ve now got (ex-Winchester 
City forward) Geoff Dunn back 
from a pelvic injury and it was 
good to see him make the assist 
for the winner against Portches¬ 
ter.” 

Alresford’s impressive climb 
bodes well for next season when, 
with a bit of luck, they can aim 
even higher than top-six. 

“We came to the club with a 
three to five-year plan to com¬ 
pete with the likes Sholing and 
Moneyfields at the top end of the 
table and this year is our building 
block,” said Luffman. 

“We want to keep the majority 
of the squad together and push 
on. 

“1 think we’ve got a chance next 
year to be up around the top-three 
and put on a bit of a title push.” 

• ALRESFORD Town’s last 
hope of silverware disappeared 
in an extraordinary Sydenhams 
League Cup third round tie at Ar- 
lebury Park on Wednesday. 

Having raced into a 3-0 lead 
through Steve Hall, Sam Burt 
and Lukas McCartney, the Mag¬ 
pies fell victim of a jaw-dropping 
fightback by Sydenhams One un¬ 
derdogs Shaftesbury. 

Having clawed back to 3-2 at the 
break through Lee Gale and Kent 
Kauppinen, Shaftesbury struck 
twice more through Gale and Dan 
Samson to lead 4-3. 

Alresford hit straight back to 
4-4 through Jack Wiffen and, with 
penalties looming, the visitors 
made a change of goalkeeper, due 
to injury, with regular Nol Dan 
Card taking over between the 
sticks. 

And it was Card who emerged 
as Shaftesbury’s hero, making a 
brilliant one-handed save at 4-4. 

That left the stage clear for 
Kauppinen to fire The Rockies 
into a quarter-final tie at Bashley, 
courtesy of a 5-4 shootout win. 
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'We deserved the rub of the green' - Dave 


Dave Lewis 


LAST Saturday marked a mile¬ 
stone for Dave Lewis as Lyming- 
ton Town notched back-to-back 
league wins for the first time un¬ 
der his tenure. 

Having seen off Hamworthy 
United 3-0 at home, Town came 
back from behind to win 3-1 in the 
early kick-off at Fawley AFC. 

Quite how Lymington managed 
to go into the half-time dressing 
room 2-1 up was a mystery to for¬ 
mer Folland Sports boss Lewis. 

Fawley were much the better 
side early on but, having failed to 
build on Keiran Roche’s fifth-min¬ 
ute opener, they were punished by 
goals from Brad Strickland and 
Sam House. 

Ex-Oiler Charlie Willett topped 
off Lymington’s win with a third 
goal after the break. 

“The pitch was really difficult 
for both teams. It was muddy and 


quite bobbly as well,” said Lewis. 

“We deserved to go 1-0 down. 
Fawley were quicker to the ball 
than us and played the conditions 
better. 

“If I’m honest, they could have 
scored more and 1 couldn’t un¬ 
derstand how we’d gone in 2-1 up. 
But we were a much better side 
second half and we deserved the 
victory. 

“It could have been so much dif¬ 
ferent, but we’ve had a lot of bad 
luck ourselves recently and de¬ 
served the rub of the green.” 

That bad luck included a slen¬ 
der 1-0 defeat at second-placed 
Blackfield & Langley where they 
had goalkeeper Stuart William¬ 
son sent off. 

“We went three at the back 
and had a proper go. We battered 
them, but we didn’t win,” said 
Lewis. “Fawley was the oppo¬ 


site. It was a scruffy win, but we 
weren’t at our best.” 

The additions of goalkeeper 
Ross Casey, experienced defender 
Ross Bottomley and former Gos¬ 
port midfielder Matt Page have 
added depth to the squad and 
Lewis is delighted to have East¬ 
leigh Academy prospect Owen 
Fee on board. 

He laughed: “We’ve got Carlo 
Tate, a 45-year-old centre-half 
who we call ‘the freak’ because his 
performance levels defy his years. 
Then we’ve got young Owen Fee, 
who’s 17. 

“Owen plays wide left and he’s 
an excellent player. 1 think he’s 
got a bright career ahead of him, 
1 really do. But all the players, in 
their way, have been good.” 

Lymo’s newest addition is Luke 
Benali, son of Franny, who was 
last with Winchester City. 



Lewis loving life 
at Lymington 


By Wendy 


Gee 

EJ 


DAVE Lewis was content to stay 
under the radar since being ap¬ 
pointed Lymington Town boss in 
mid-October. 

But nearly four months into the 
job he is happy to put his head 
above the parapet and admit he is 
loving every minute of it. 

Five years a Folland Sports man 
as player, coach, assistant and 
manager, it took a while for Lewis 
to get the Planemakers out of his 
system. 

But an 18-month sabbatical did 
him the world of good and, when 
John Pyatt’s increased workload 
meant he could no longer manage 
Lymington on a day-to-day basis, 
Lewis jumped at the chance to 
step in. 

“When 1 met John, along with 
Barry Torah (secretary), for the 
first time to talk about the job, it 
took me about 20 seconds to make 
my mind up. 

“There was no decision to make 
really, 1 just wanted to work with 
John,” he said. 

“1 played for Hamble Vets after 
leaving Follands and, if I’m hon¬ 
est, 1 was really enjoying it and, at 
the time, there was a bit of inde¬ 
cision in my mind about getting 
back into football management. 

“1 was at Follands for five years, 
it felt like home, and 1 needed to 



John Pyatt 

cut the emotional ties before tak¬ 
ing another job. 

“1 benefitted from having a bit 
of time out, but as soon as (as¬ 
sistant) Dave Herbert and 1 went 
down to Lymington we knew we 
wanted to work with the people 
there. 


“John’s very knowledgeable, 
he knows football inside out, and 
we’ve got Bob Sullivan and Stu¬ 
art Kenna helping us out too. The 
club’s full of good football people 
who’ve been there a long time. 

“It’s also good to be with Dave 
Herbert again after working with 


him at Follands.” 

Backed by such solid support, 
Lewis’s mission was to get the 
players fully focused again. 

“Because of John’s workload 
and players having a lot of com¬ 
mitments away from the club, 
there had been low turnouts for 
training, but the players are a 
lot more committed now,” he re¬ 
ported. 

“Really, we’ve been conducting 
pre-season training while the sea¬ 
son’s been going on. 

“We’ve trained them hard and 
sometimes they’ve gone into 
games a bit leggy, but we made 
the decision to get them fit and, 
thanks to the patience and hard 
work of the players, it’s starting 
to come together. 

“Usually when a new manager 
takes over at a club it’s because 
the players aren’t good enough, 
but our problem was different. 
The squad was littered with 
good players who weren’t fit. We 
needed to put our stamp on it and 
make sure they were fit enough to 
play with the ball and without it. 

“I’d anticipate a few more ups 
and downs to come yet, but we feel 
we’re in quite a good place, build¬ 
ing for next year. 

“There’s a lot going on. New 
floodlights have been installed 
and the changing rooms and bar 
are being renovated. 

“We’re also planning to take the 
players to the SAS selection camp 
in Wales for team bonding and fit¬ 
ness.” 


Josh happy 
at Poole 

JOSH Wakefield says 
playing with a smile on his 
face will be his main aim 
at Poole Town. 

The 23-year-old 
midfielder admits he has 
“not enjoyed the past year- 
and-a-half at all” since 
being released by AFC 
Bournemouth. 

Wakefield, who 
made four first-team 
appearances for the 
Cherries, all in 2012, spent 
the first half of this season 
with Eastleigh’s National 
League rivals Aldershot. 

But he was released last 
month and has joined 
National League South 
high-fliers Poole on a non¬ 
contract basis. 

He said: “In my last 
year at Bournemouth 1 
went to Yeovil on loan but, 
apart from that, 1 didn’t 
really play at all. Then at 
Aldershot this season 1 was 
in and out of the team. 1 


Josh Wakefield. 


need minutes under my 
belt and, so far. I’ve got that 
at Poole. 

“You can do all the 
training in the world, 
but there’s nothing like 
playing matches in order 
to progress. The only thing 
any player wants to be 
doing is playing. 

“1 have not enjoyed the 
past year-and-a-half at 
all and 1 need to get back 
to enjoying football and 
playing again. I’m doing 
that at Poole so, hopefully, 
things will get better.” 

Wakefield still harbours 
ambitions of returning to 
the pro game. 

He said: “Someone from 
Hampton & Richmond 
signed for Portsmouth 
the other week (Nicke 
Kabamba) and there are 
many cases of players who 
get into the professional 
game having been in this 
league and the league 
above. 

“1 think it’s actually 
more common these days 
than it’s ever been.” 
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First half 
hat-trick 
floors Brock 

BROCKENHURST won’t 
forget the name Ryan 
McKechnie in a hurry. 

The livewire Portland 
United hitman floored 
them with a first-half 
hat-trick at Grigg Lane 
last weekend. 

Brock were caught 
cold as McKechnie 
struck with a deflected 
effort two minutes in. 
Then, four minutes later, 
he pounced on a short 
back-pass for 2-0. 

McKechnie completed 
his treble on 39 minutes, 
intercepting another 
sloppy ball across the 
back four and running 
through to crown a 3-0 
Sydenhams Premier 
Division victory. 

“We couldn’t have 
asked for a better start 
to be honest. It got us 
into the game and we 



Ryan McKechnie 


went on and dominated,” 
smiled Portland boss 
Gary Bailey. 

“Once the opposition 
go 2-0 down at home, 
you know they have to 
take risks which gives us 
the chance to pick them 
off on the break, which 
is exactly what we did. 

“Ryan is an important 
player. He has bags of 
energy and he’ll always 
get himself into goal¬ 
scoring opportunities 
because he’s a willing 
lad who is full of 
running. 

“He deserves his goals 
and it was nice that he 
got the hat-trick.” 

Portland’s sparkling 
new year’s form has 
been recognised with 
the Sydenhams Premier 
club-of-the-month award 
for January. 

• Got a story for 
us? Email echosport@ 
daily echo. co. uk 


Cool Toby silences huge Hereford crowd 


TOBY Holmes’s Panenka penalty, which 
earned Wimborne Town a point at league 
leaders Hereford last Saturday, was plotted 
on the journey to Edgar Street. 

Holmes coolly chipped home from 12 yards 
to silence a crowd of nearly 2,300 and clinch 
the Magpies a 2-2 Southern One South & West 
draw 

“Toby’s penalty was very cheeky It was 


class, really,” said manager Matty Holmes. 
“Normally he comes in, waits for the goal¬ 
keeper to go the opposite way and slots the 
ball into the opposite corner. 

“But, apparently, on the way up he said to 
the boys that if we got a penalty he was go¬ 
ing to chip it. None of the management team 
knew and, if he had missed. I’d hate to think 
what we would have said to him!” 


Striker Holmes came unstuck on Tuesday 
night, however, fluffing a spot kick in the 2-1 
defeat at Taunton. With the Magpies trailing 
2-0, Holmes pulled a goal back but his later 
penalty miss proved crucial. 

Boss Holmes said: “As he ran up Toby was 
in four or five minds rather than two. He apol¬ 
ogised afterwards, but he did score the goal 
that got us back into it.” 


Holmes: I don't 
want to leave 




WIMBORNE Town boss Matty 
Holmes wants his future finalised 
by the end of this month and in¬ 
sists: “1 would like to stay.” 

Appointed in May last year, the 
former AFC Bournemouth star 
has guided the Magpies to a com¬ 
fortable mid-table position in the 
Southern One South & West. 

The club is currently in a state 
of flux following the departure of 
chairperson Paula Henley, with 
president Ken Stewart and for¬ 
mer director Tony Grant cover¬ 
ing while a long-term successor is 
sought. 

Holmes’s Cuthbury contract 
is due to expire in June and the 
manager is keen to find out what 
his future holds. 

“My situation has to be sorted 
out, with the new chair coming 
in, ideally in the next two or three 
weeks because I’m contracted un¬ 
til the end of June and anyone in 
any field of work wants to know 
their future,” he said. 

“It’s not a huge rush but, by the 
end of February, 1 need to know 
what my situation is so 1 can start 
gearing the boys up for next sea¬ 
son and talk about contracts. 

Enjoyed the experience 

“Although the club is doing well 
on the pitch, 1 think it’s an im¬ 
portant time if the club’s going 
to move forward that things are 
sorted out quite quickly. 

“I’ve really enjoyed the experi¬ 
ence so far and 1 would like to stay. 
It’s a project 1 don’t want to leave, 
but it’s up to the powers above.” 

Meanwhile, the boss insists 
his son Luke Holmes will stay at 
Wimborne until the end of the 
campaign following a third bid 
from another South & West club. 

The 19-year-old is under con¬ 
tract at Cuthbury and, alongside 


Matty Holmes 

the interested mystery club, Salis¬ 
bury are also keeping tabs on the 
youngster. 

Boss Holmes said: “We’re get¬ 
ting interest in Luke following 
the Hereford game (a 2-2 draw last 
Saturday). Salisbury have shown 
an interest and we have also had 
another money bid for him. 


“But Luke is a very loyal boy 
and he loves Wimborne. He will 
stay until the end of the season 
for his development. 

“Then he will weigh up who is 
staying and 1 suppose he will look 
at my situation. If he’s got offers 
from elsewhere then it will be his 
decision what he wants to do.” 


Promising young goalkeeper 
Gerard Benfield is also set to stay 
with the Magpies following notice 
of approach from Dorchester. 

Holmes snr. confirmed: “Gerard 
has started to create huge inter¬ 
est. 1 had a seven-day approach 
for him, but he is under contract 
and not interested in leaving.” 
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Ex-Spitfire's season is now over 



Chris Dillon 


EX-EASTLEIGH defender Chris 
Dillon will miss the rest of the 
season after deciding to undergo 
a groin operation. 

Dillon, part of the Spitfires’ 
triumphant 2013/14 Conference 
South title-winning squad, has 
been plagued by the problem for 
several months and will miss the 
end of Dorchester Town’s South¬ 


ern Premier Division campaign. 

Dorchester boss Craig Laird 
confirmed: “We have lost Chris 
Dillon. He is going to have an 
operation on his groin and is 
not going to be available for the 
rest of the season. “He had been 
playing with this for a long time, 
even before he joined the club, 
and I think these pitches haven’t 


helped. They have aggravated it 
even more. 

“We have agreed that he will go 
and get himself sorted and, hope¬ 
fully, be available for next year.” 

Dorchester, meanwhile, have 
announced that ex-Weymouth 
midfielder Luke Winsper has 
signed dual-registration forms 
from Blackfield & Langley as cov- 


Green departure 
tough to live with 


By Wendy 


Gee 

JH 


MICHAEL Green was at East¬ 
leigh, as usual, for Tuesday’s Na¬ 
tional League showdown against 
Braintree Town. 

But instead of being part of the 
action, he was watching on as a 
spectator from the main stand. 

Quite what the 27-year-old left- 
back made of the Spitfires’ dis¬ 
mal 2-0 defeat only he will know. 

But there were a fair few among 
the disgruntled 1,702 crowd 
scratching their heads wonder¬ 
ing why a player of his talent was 
considered surplus to require¬ 
ments for next season and allowed 
to leave last week. 

Business sense 

Selling one locally-based crowd 
favourite, Joe Partington, to Bris¬ 
tol Rovers made sound business 
sense from Spitfires’ perspective - 
and it was good for the player too, 
providing him with a gateway 
back into the Football League. 

Most Eastleigh fans would also 
grudgingly accept that recently 
released midfielder Jai Reason, 
one of the club’s most popular 
players, now at Boreham Wood, 
will benefit from a change of 
scene. 

But the departure of Lyming- 
ton lad Green, a player who has 
worked his way up from Wessex 
football and stamped his quality 
on the National League, is not so 
easy to live with for many Silver- 
lake regulars. 

Addressing the issue in Tues¬ 
day’s match programme, man¬ 
ager Martin Allen said: “After the 
disappointing performance here 
a couple of weeks ago (the 1-0 de¬ 
feat to Woking), I felt changes had 
to be made and, unfortunately, 
some of your favourite players, as 
I understand it, have left. 



Michael Green. 


“I’ve tried to bring in some new, 
fresh, younger faces to try and 
move us forward. 

“It’s always difficult making 
these changes, but I’ve got to do 
what I feel is best and right for the 
football club going forward. 

“Both lads that have left us have 


done a great job for Eastleigh 
Football Club - Greener and Jai - 
but the time has come to move on 
and bring in fresh faces.” 

Although Green knew in ad¬ 
vance of last week’s announce¬ 
ment that his time was up, it 
didn’t make the parting of ways 


any easier to take after more than 
five years and over 250 appearanc¬ 
es as a Spitfire. 

Speaking during a trip back to 
watch his old club AFC Totton 
last Saturday, Green said: “He 
(Martin Allen) wanted to bring in 
fresh faces, his own players, and 
I was told I wasn’t going to get a 
contract for next season. 

“I’m disappointed because at 
the start of the season, I thought 
I was having one of my better sea¬ 
sons.” 

And that, he concluded, was 
down to the influence of Allen’s 
predecessor Ronnie Moore. 

“It’s a confidence thing,” he 
said. “Ronnie didn’t get on my 
back or anything. He let me go out 
and enjoy my football. 

Hard to leave 

“Martin Allen’s been okay with 
me, but I was a bit in and out of 
the side. He had his own ideas and 
wanted his own players in. 

“I think they should go on and 
do alright. 

“The chairman (Stewart Don¬ 
ald) knows what he wants and 
Stew has always been good to me 
- that’s what makes it so hard to 
leave. 

“It’s been a mad season, trying 
to get the right manager in. 

“There have been a lot of play¬ 
ers and managers coming and go¬ 
ing and it’s affected how they’ve 
done in the league. 

Weird 

“Every time new players come 
in, you’ve all got to bond together. 

“It feels weird leaving. Being at 
Eastleigh is what I’ve got used to 
over the last five-and-a-half years. 

“I got on well with the fans and 
it feels strange not being there 
any more. 

“But I’ve got a lot of good mem¬ 
ories. The FA Cup runs were 
good, but winning the league (the 
Conference South) was the high¬ 
light.” 


Ex-Spitfire 
Flitneyon 
move again 

EASTLEIGH’S Conference 
South-winning goalkeeper 
Ross Flitney has joined the 
Spitfires’ National League 
rivals Bromley. 

His arrival at Hayes Lane 
coincides with news that 
Bromley have accepted 
a transfer request from 
established stopper Alan 
Julian. 

Flitney, 32, was signed 
by former Eastleigh boss 
Richard Hill in 2012, 
initially on loan. 

Having seen off 
competition from one¬ 
time Saints goalkeeper 
Michael Poke last term, 
he began this season as 
Spitfires’ number one but 
left the club during Ronnie 
Moore’s reign following 
the arrival of Ryan Clarke. 

He linked up again with 
Hill at Whitehawk but. 



Ross Flitney 


with the ex-Eastleigh boss 
having left the Hawks for 
a scouting job with Aston 
Villa, the former Barnet, 
Dover and Gillingham 
‘keeper departed at the end 
of January. 

Bromley boss Neil Smith 
said: “It’s great to have 
Ross on board with all his 
experience. 

“It was an easy decision 
to make with Ross having 
played at this level and 
above as well as having 
a great reputation and a 
hunger to stay and play at 
the highest level possible.” 

Flitney himself added: 
“I’m pleased with the 
move, I have worked with 
Neil Smith before and 
I know about the club’s 
ambitions, so I knew it was 
the right decision. 

“To get back to playing at 
the highest level possible is 
exciting and I look forward 
to the challenge ahead.” 

Bromley are due to visit 
the Silverlake on Easter 
Monday, April 17. 
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Introducing 
Doswell's 
Sutton stars 

The suggestion that 
teams outside the top five 
divisions of English football 
are completely made up of 
players who spend their 
days building, baking and 
butchering are, quite simply, 
far from the truth. 

On Monday Paul Doswell’s 
Sutton United compete in the 
fifth round of the FA Cup for 
the first time ever, but don’t 
be fooled into thinking this 
is a team made up of part- 
timers. 

For starters, Sutton 
have three former Arsenal 
players in their ranks, 
including one who made a 
UEFA Champions League 
appearance for the Gunners. 

Craig Eastmond 
(midfielder) - A member of 
Arsenal’s 2008/09 FA Youth 
Cup-winning side, he made 
10 first-team appearances for 
the Gunners, including one 
against Shakhtar Donetsk in 
Europe. 

Roarie Deacon (winger) 

- Started out at Arsenal 



Craig Eastmond 


and signed professional 
terms before a switch to 
Sunderland. He has since 
played for Stevenage and 
Crawley Town in the Football 
League, and also represented 
England at Under-19 level. 

Jeffrey Monakana 
(winger) - A youth career 
at Arsenal, including being 
rewarded with a four-year 
contract at the age of 14, was 
followed by spells at a host 
of clubs including Preston 
North End, Brighton, 
Aberdeen and Bristol Rovers. 

Then there’s a midfielder 
who was once signed by 
Middlesbrough for a reported 
£1.4 million... 

Nicky Bailey (midfielder) 

- Started out at Sutton and 
worked his way up, all the 
way up to the Championship 
with Boro and later Millwall. 
He has also played for 
Charlton and Southend. 

And Bailey isn’t the only 
player to make a substantial 
number of Football League 
appearances. 

Cont on facing page 
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Cult hero's battle 


By Simon QI 

Walter y; 


HE will become a household 
name if he plays against Arsenal 
on Monday, but Sutton United cult 
hero Wayne Shaw’s larger-than- 
life persona masks a long-term 
battle with his toughest oppo¬ 
nent: depression. 

The 46 year-old ‘Roly-Poly 
Goalie’ became a social media 
sensation after being pictured 
on the Sutton bench during their 
televised fourth-round victory 
against Leeds United. 

Sutton’s goalkeeping No 2 has 
attracted media interest from as 
far afield as Russia, Mexico and 
the USA as he prepares for the 
FA Cup fifth-round tie against the 
Gunners. 

“It’s absolutely crazy, NBC spe¬ 
cifically asked for an interview 
with me,” chortles Shaw, whose 
face is being used to sell t-shirts 
and even chilli sauce in the build 
up to Arsenal’s visit. 

“The lads should take the plau¬ 
dits, 1 just sit there on the bench. 
But 1 think one picture caught me 
yawning and another was taken 
just after a I’d finished a pie! It’s 
all good banter. 

“I’ve gone from being 110 kilos 
in one place to 150 (23 stone, 81b) 
in another!” 

Shaw has lived in Totton ever 
since his mum and step-dad 
moved from Millbrook 34 years 
ago, when he was on Saints’ radar 
as a promising schoolboy centre- 
half. 

His size was an issue in his Dell 
days, but he is down to a relatively 
svelte 19 stone 101b after tipping 
the scales at more than 21 stone 
during his Conference South days 
with Eastleigh a decade ago. 

“A couple of years ago 1 lost a 
load of weight, but it just creeps 
back on,” shrugs Shaw. “But if 1 
knock another stone off 1 won’t be 
the Roly-Poly Goalie!” 

Depression is an illness that 
seems incongruous with such a 
jovial character. 

“1 over-cooked myself with 
work, football and family life,” ex¬ 
plains the former AFC Lymington 
and AFC Totton custodian, who 
lives with his wife Donna, a pre¬ 
school worker, and two daughters; 
Jasmine, 18 and Olivia, 16. 

“Something had to give. It was 
hard times. With football it’s 
highs and lows. When you win it’s 
a massive high and when you lose 
it’s a massive low. 

“It does affect you. There are 
probably a lot more people who 
have got it but don’t realise. Some¬ 
times you can’t replenish your 
serotonin to a certain level, you 
hit a low. 

“Trying to get out of bed in the 



morning is hard. You get massive 
lows. It’s a dread, really. It’s al¬ 
ways there.” 

But Shaw, who was an ice cream 
salesman for longer than Arsene 
Wenger has been Arsenal’s man¬ 
ager, has had a new lease of life 
since taking on his full-time role 
as Sutton’s community liaison of¬ 
ficer 18 months ago. 

“1 was on anti-depressants eve¬ 


ry day but have been off them 
since I went to Sutton. 1 still have 
low days. 1 get mood swings, but 
everyone has those. 

“It’s about being able to control 
it and 1 can control it. Exercise is 
key. It gives me a massive release 
of endorphins, which keeps me 
going. 

“That feel-good factor after¬ 
wards is massive.” 


A regular at Totton Health & 
Leisure’s spin classes, Shaw will 
be doing his first triathlon with 
fellow Sutton coach Ian Baird 
later this year and is also con¬ 
templating a Tough Mudder with 
Donna. 

The support from his good 
friend Paul Doswell, the Sutton 
manager, has been invaluable. 

“Doz is the one who brought 
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with depression 



me through,” says Shaw. “He put 
a massive word in my head: per¬ 
spective. 

“I had a few issues five years 
ago, but the friendship goes back 
30-odd years. He’s never let me 
down and I hope I’ve never let 
him down.” 

Shaw first played under Doswell 
for Hampshire and they were 
strike partners on Sunday morn¬ 


ings. 

But as a schoolboy Shaw had as¬ 
pirations to play professionally as 
a centre-half at The Dell. 

He was a teammate of Matt 
Le Tissier and Alan Shearer be¬ 
fore their swift rise into the first 
team, under the tutelage of Dave 
Merrington and Bob Higgins, the 
youth development officer who 
was charged with sexual offences 


against boys in 1992, before being 
cleared. 

Shaw empathised when Le Tis¬ 
sier spoke about the naked mas¬ 
sages he was given by alleged 
abuser Higgins, after the revela¬ 
tions from Dean Radford, at the 
end of last year. 

“There were soap-water mas¬ 
sages, which is what’s come out,” 
he said. 


“We thought it was normal, he 
had that hold over you. Looking 
back it was strange but he had 
our future in his hands. Whatever 
he said we went along with. 

“If he told us to jump off a roof 
we would do it, just to prove we 
could do whatever he said.” 

It was Higgins who released 
Shaw as a 16 year-old, having used 
bizarre methods to help him try 
to lose a few pounds. 

“I used to have to wear bin bags 
in training at the old Dell and 
then do extra work just to try and 
get the weight off,” recalls Shaw. 
“Sweat would be dripping on the 
floor. The lads would be slipping 
everywhere! 

“Nowadays you get taught 
about dehydration but all I did 
was dehydrate myself. I also had 
to do 100 sit ups a night and he 
could tell if I hadn’t. He had that 
hold over you. Anything he said 
you had to do.” 

Shaw was only 15 when he broke 
into Merrington’s all-conquering 
Saints Youth side. But he was al¬ 
ready more than 15 stone and Hig¬ 
gins proved harder to win over. 

“Dave was brilliant. I was only 
a schoolboy so it was quite an 
achievement to play at the time - 
and I scored on my debut. 

“Dave wanted me to play the fol¬ 
lowing Tuesday, but it was a little 
bit different from Bob’s point of 
view. 

“I remember it like it was yes¬ 
terday. I got a phone call from him 
on the Monday when I got home 
from school: ‘You’re not playing 
tomorrow, you’re too big-headed.’ 

“I think it was his way of saying 
‘ok, you’ve been there, we’re go¬ 
ing to knock you down a level or 
two and see what the reaction is.’ 

“I can’t say that’s a bad thing 
but it plays with your mind. 

“He was a great coach but was 
one of them who wanted to test 
your character by bringing you 
back down to earth. 

“He said ‘it’s not going to hap¬ 
pen for you’. They were going to 
release me, then they weren’t. 

“He played mind games, but it 
probably did me a favour. 

“It got me mentally strong 
enough for all the abuse and the 
banter.” 

Shaw had a two-year appren¬ 
ticeship with Reading, twice 
reaching the FA Youth Cup quar¬ 
ter-finals, before embarking on 
a remarkable non-league career, 
firstly with Basingstoke Town 
and then Bashley where his goal¬ 
keeping career began. 

He enjoys the Roly Poly Goalie 
banter but has been the target of 
vitriolic abuse. 

Shaw considered quitting after 
being sent off for throwing the 
ball into the crowd during an FA 
Vase tie for AFC Lymington at 
Braintree in January 1998. 

Continued on page 12 


from facing page 

Kevin Amankwaah 
(defender) - A full-back with 
more than 300 professional 
appearances to his name, for 
the likes of Bristol City and 
Swansea City. 

Matt Tubbs (striker) - A 
pivotal part of Salisbury 
City’s rise early in his career, 
he has gone on to score goals 
for Crawley, Bournemouth, 
Rotherham, AFC Wimbledon 
and Portsmouth. Didn’t 
impress in a loan spell 
at Eastleigh last season, 
though. 

Dean Beckwith (defender) 

- A towering centre-back 
who won promotion 

to the Football League 
with Hereford United. 

He has since played for 
Northampton, Luton and 
Eastleigh prior to joining 
Sutton. 

Doswell’s side isn’t limited 
to players from these shores 
either. Like Arsenal, Sutton 
are partial to a Frenchman. 

Maxime Biamou (striker) 

- Joined at the start of the 
season after spells with 
French teams Yzeure AS and 
Villemomble. He bagged the 
all-important second goal at 



Matt Tubbs 


AFC Wimbledon in the third 
round. 

Bedsente Gomis 
(midfielder) - A Lens youth- 
teamer who had spells in 
France and Spain before 
moving to England, first with 
Southend, then Sutton. He 
was voted Player of the Year 
at the end of 2014/15. 

Then there are these 
gems... 

Simon Downer (defender) 

- He’s Sutton through and 
through. In his third spell 
with the club. Downer has 
won the Ryman League 
and National League South 
titles, and was a stand-out 
performer in the second 
round victory against 
Cheltenham Town. 

Jamie Collins (defender) 

- The goalscoring hero of 
the fifth round. Collins, who 
has also played for fellow 
National League clubs 
Forest Green Rovers and 
Eastleigh, kept his cool from 
the penalty spot to score the 
winner against Leeds United. 
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Cup contrast 

Non-league Sutton United 
host Arsenal in the Emirates 
FA Cup on Monday night. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at the numbers behind the 
fifth-round clash. 

9 

Sutton are the ninth non¬ 
league club to reach the fifth 
round since the end of the 
second World War. 

12 

The number of times 
Arsenal have won the FA 
Cup. A record they share 
with Manchester United. 

5,000 

The maximum capacity at 
Gander Green Lane. 

750 

The number of tickets 
allocated to Arsenal for the 
tie. The north London club 
believe it to be the lowest 
amount they have been given 
for any match in the modern 
era. 

16 


Sutton United’s position in 



Alexis Sanchez, left. 


the National League. Arsenal 
are fourth in the Premier 
League. 

1898 

The year in which Sutton 
were founded -12 years later 
than their FA Cup opponents. 

6 

The number of matches 
Sutton have played so 
far in the FA Cup this 
season (including a third- 
round replay against AFC 
Wimbledon). Their opening 
match was a 2-1 win over 
Forest Green back in 
October. Arsenal have played 
just twice. 

1 

Sutton are making their 
first appearance in the fifth 
round of the FA Cup. 

6 

The number of non-British 
players registered to play 
for Sutton. Arsenal have 21 
foreign players. 
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A real larger-thai 


from page 11 

“We drew the game but in extra¬ 
time 1 ran to get the ball when 
someone said ‘who was your 
mother having sex with to pro¬ 
duce someone like you?’ 

“That tipped me over the edge. 
They pay their money so they can 
say what they want to an extent. 

“But when it gets personal it 
hits a nerve...the sending off was 
rescinded when the Hampshire 
FA got involved but it does get to 
you. 

“At its worst it’s no different to 
racial abuse. I’m probably a freak 
of nature. 

“People see me and say ‘look at 
the size of him, we’ll probably 
score five or six’. 

“Then you go out and perform. 
Ninety-five per cent of people are 
on my side but there is the mi¬ 
nority, especially with the social 
media side of things now. If you 
so make a mistake it’s on camera 
and all over the internet.” 

That was the case at Kingstoni- 
an in December 2013,when Shaw 
reacted to abuse received before a 
Surrey County Cup match by con¬ 
fronting the hecklers. 

Shaw was sacked, with club 
chairman Bruce Elliott saying: 
“You would not want to meet a 
nicer man in non-League football, 
and both sides involved in the in¬ 
cident need to take a good look at 
themselves. 

“What gives fans the right to 
throw abuse at a man just because 
they are in a football ground? 

“It is with a heavy heart that we 
have released Wayne from his po¬ 
sition at the club.” 

Shaw continued: “I’ve always 
taken the abuse with a pinch of 
salt but it is hurtful. My father-in- 
law gets a bit protective towards 
me. 

“1 say ‘let it roll’. If they have a 
go at me they’re not having a go 
at anyone else. Over the years I’ve 
learnt how to handle it but I’ve 
made mistakes along the way. 

“With the amount of stick and 
abuse that comes your way some¬ 
times you’re liable to snap, de¬ 
pending on what day you’ve had. 

“We all make mistakes. But I’m 
in a better place now and can deal 
with all the stick.” 

Shaw will have the nation on 
his side if he comes off the bench 
against the Gunners. 

Gander Green Lane will be rock¬ 
ing to 'He’s Big, He’s Round, He’s 
Worth A Million Pounds...Wayne 
S/iaw;’ whether he does or not. 

Shearer is also likely to be there 
in his role as a BBC pundit. 

“1 haven’t Alan him for 30 years 
but it would be nice to catch up,” 
continues Shaw. 

“He used to pop in for a coffee 
and a chat when 1 worked at the 
Polygon hotel, before going to 
Blackburn for £3 million or what¬ 
ever it was. 





Wayne Shaw once lost 541b in weight for charity - here he is pictured with 
the equivalent weight in sugar. 


“It would be good to see him 
again, hopefully we can have five 
minutes together on the mic!” 

Shaw also played alongside the 
England legend’s fellow Geordies 
Tommy Widdrington and Neil 
Maddison as well as the likes of 
Rod Wallace and Kevin Phillips. 

His Dell days meant he even got 
the chance to play against a 41 
year-old Gianfranco Zola and a 
West Ham team including Frank 
McAvennie and Julian Dicks 
when he turned out for ex-Saints 


at a Masters tournament at Wem¬ 
bley Arena. 

“It was live on Sky Sports so 
that was as big as it gets for me,” 
he laughs. 

Shaw also has also Wembley cup 
final experience. Although he did 
not play in either game, he was 
with Wimborne Town when they 
won the 1992 FA Vase and Gosport 
Borough for their FA Trophy final 
in 2014. 

If he features on Monday, Shaw 
will surely be the first player to 


play in the FA Vase and the fifth 
round of the FA Cup in the same 
season. 

He has also played two games 
this season for Sydenhams Wes¬ 
sex League Alresford Town, 
whose chairman Stuart Munro is 
a business partner of Doswell, in¬ 
cluding an appearance in the FA 
Vase second round of the (a 3-2 de¬ 
feat at Kent outfit Corinthian FC). 

His goalkeeping career began 
under former Bashley boss Tre¬ 
vor Parker in the early Nineties, 
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More woes 
for Zola 


rlif e character! 



during a loan spell from Basing¬ 
stoke. 

“They had a goalkeeping di¬ 
lemma so 1 was told to get my¬ 
self a pair of gloves as 1 might be 
needed in goal on the Saturday,” 
he recalls. 

“We played Salisbury at the Old 
Victoria Ground in the Southern 
League and won 1-0 - I’ve been 
there ever since!” 

Shaw enjoyed several years of 
Wessex League success Lyming- 
ton & New Milton under Derek 


Binns, before moving to AFC Tot- 
ton in 1999 because of his grow¬ 
ing family commitments. 

But his best days were under 
Doswell at Eastleigh, where his 
career highlight was a crucial 
save in the 2005 Ryman Premier 
League play-off final that the 
Spitfires won 2-1 against Leyton 
to secure their promotion to Con¬ 
ference South. 

“1 should have punched it but 
tried catching it... it dropped to 
Manny Williams, who hit an over 


head kick. 1 managed to get down, 
it hit me on the arm and hit the 
underside of the bar. 

“It stopped us going 2-1 down 
and we went straight down the 
other end and scored the winner 
with a Salesy (Paul Sales) header. 

“They were good times at East¬ 
leigh but I’ve had good times eve¬ 
rywhere I’ve been and met a lot 
of great people. There have been 
more highs than lows.” 

Shaw is now loving life at Sut¬ 
ton, where as well as being the 


reserve goalkeeper and goalkeep¬ 
ing coach he is responsible for 
the hiring out and maintenance 
of the 3G pitch that Arsenal will 
grace 48 hours hence. 

One of only two full-time staff 
at Gander Green Lane, along with 
physio Bobby Childs, he is loving 
the change of scene after more 
than two decades working for 
Carlo’s Ice Creams, his aunt and 
uncle’s business, in West Wellow. 

“1 was 44 and remember think¬ 
ing if I’m still here at 45 I’ll be 
here for the rest of my life,” he 
explains. “It was different and 1 
enjoyed it but it meant working a 
lot of weekends and late summer 
evenings. 

“It was full-on and 1 got to a 
crossroads. 

“Then, three months before my 
45th birthday, Doz told me he was 
getting a 3G pitch put in at Sut¬ 
ton and that they needed someone 
who was a bit jovial around the 
place to put a smile on people’s 
faces. 

“He made a job along the way 
for me, really. 

“We have in excess of 200 people 
through a day, it’s really taking 
off. 

“Once a week 1 help schoolkids 
who have special needs with their 
co-ordination through sport. It 
makes me realise how lucky 1 am 
to be really active. 

“We’ll have the academy on-site 
next year with another 80-100 lads 
coming in each day. 

“We also groundshare with Sut¬ 
ton Rovers, who play in the Com¬ 
bined Counties League (a similar 
standard to the Wessex League), 
Wimbledon Ladies and a disabil¬ 
ity team that I’m an ambassador 
for.” 

Now the likes of Theo Walcott, 
who scored a pre-season scream¬ 
er for Saints against Shaw as a 
15 year-old, Alexis Sanchez and 
Mesut Ozil are preparing to make 
the transition from Bayern Mu¬ 
nich’s Allianz Arena to Sutton’s 
artificial turf. 

If Sutton manage the unthink¬ 
able against Arsenal, or earn a 
replay, it will transform the club. 

First-choice goalkeeper Ross 
Worner has conceded ten goals in 
Sutton’s last three games, all of 
which they have lost. 

But those defeats have all been 
away from Gander Green Lane, 
where Sutton are unbeaten in 
nine matches, six of which they 
have won. 

“It would have been great to 
play at the Emirates but we’ve 
got the best home record and the 
worst away record in the National 
League,” smiles Shaw. 

“We’re just going to enjoy the 
occasion and hopefully do the 
league proud. 

“Whatever happens we’re guar¬ 
anteed to be in the quarter-final 
draw!” 


Birmingham 1 QPR 4 

MATT Smith inspired QPR to a 4-1 
success at struggling Birmingham. 

The 6ft Sin striker put Rangers on the 
road to victory with a first-half goal - 
his first strike since September. 

Smith, who only joined Rangers last 
month from Fulham, was a persistent 
threat in a win which was sealed by a 
46th-minute goal from Conor 
Washington and two more by Idrissa 
Sylla and Yeni Ngbakoto in the last 10 
minutes. 

Manager Ian Holloway was delighted 
with a vital morale-boosting win which 
eases their relegation fears but it was 
another sad defeat for a Birmingham 
side who have now collected only six 
points from a possible 36 under 
Gianfranco Zola. 

Birmingham went into the game 
showing five changes from the side 
beaten at Preston, with Craig Gardner 
suspended, and the disruption was 
always evident. 

Birmingham’s shortcomings were 
highlighted early in the game when 
their defence came under immediate 
pressure, highlighted by a powerful 
long-range drive from the ever- 
dangerous Luke Freeman. 

Rangers, meanwhile, played with a 
great deal of purpose. The rampaging 
style of Birmingham-born Smith, who 
has played for no fewer than 11 clubs, 
was a problem for the midlands side as 
the Hoops dominated most of the 
attacking play. 

But it was Birmingham who carved 
out the best opening to go ahead. 
Jerome Sinclair whipped over a cross 
but Emilio Nsue was unable to make a 
clean contact from a few yards and the 
ball bounced wide. 

Smith’s threat was evident when he 
cleverly lobbed Birmingham 
goalkeeper Tomasz Kuszczak but Ryan 
Shotton was on the line to prevent 
Rangers going ahead. 

The persistent Smith, however, could 
not be denied as he put Rangers 
ahead in the 19th minute, rising high 
and unchallenged to head home 
Freeman’s left-wing corner. 

Free-flowing Rangers continued to 
dominate as Birmingham struggled to 
find some rhythm. 

The Blues suffered another setback 
when a concussed Cheick Keita had to 
leave the field and shortly afterwards 
Rangers twice went close to increasing 
their lead. 

Darnell Furlong and Smith both had 
headers saved on the line by Kuszczak 
as Birmingham were in danger of being 
over-run. 

They regrouped and Sinclair fired in 
a shot which Alex Smithies finger- 
tipped onto the bar. 

But another golden opportunity went 
begging for Rangers just before the 
break when Smith fluffed his shot with 
only Kuszczak to beat. 

A minute into the second half 
Birmingham’s back three was exposed 
when they failed to clear a relatively 
simple cross. The ball bounced to 
Washington who scored with an 
unstoppable shot. 

Birmingham made an attempt to 
rescue a dire situation but Rangers 
remained in control despite a couple of 
efforts from Sinclair which were 
brilliantly saved by Smithies. 

Joel Lynch powered in a smart 
header from a Ryan Manning cross 
only to by thwarted by an excellent 
save by Kuszczak. 

But Birmingham’s day got even 
worse in the 84th minute when 
unmarked substitute Sylla headed 
home a right-wing cross from Pawel 
Wszolek. 

Two minutes from time Ngbakoto 
added a fourth with a powerful long- 
range free-kick, before Nsue grabbed 
a late consolation. 









14 Saturday, February 18, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


Seagulls 
back on top 
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Brighton 2 Barnsley 0 

BRIGHTON returned to the top of 
the Sky Bet Championship with 
a 2-0 away win against play-off 
hopefuls Barnsley. 

Striker Sam Baldock opened the 
scoring in the second half and 
star-man Anthony Knockaert set 
up the forward for his second to 
wrap up the game. 

The visitors came to Oakwell 
knowing a win would put them in 
first place, as previous leaders 
Newcastle do not play until 
Monday, when they host Steve 
Bruce’s new-look Aston Villa. 

Meanwhile, Paul 
Heckingbottom’s Barnsley have 
now gone three games without a 
win at home, seeing their hopes 
of a play-off place suffer a 
setback. 

Brighton had early claims for a 
penalty turned down, when 
Baldock went down in the box 
under pressure from George 
Moncur. Referee David Coote 
waved away the appeals though, 
and booked the striker for 
simulation. 

Shortly after, Barnsley had 
appeals for a penalty denied too, 
as they claimed Lewis Dunk 
handled the ball whilst clearing 
Marc Roberts long ball into the 
area. 

Marley Watkins, who remained 
at the club despite handing in a 
transfer request in January, fizzed 
an effort across goal but Seagulls 
keeper David Stockdale was 
equal to it. Adam Armstrong 
followed it up with a shot on 
target as well but it was straight 
at Stockdale. 

Glenn Murray had his deflected 
header tipped over by Adam 
Davies before Steve Sidwell could 
only direct his header wide. 

Barnsley then denied Brighton 
the opener with some brave 
defending in their own box, when 
Andy Yiadom somehow got his 
boot ahead of Murray, who would 
have had an easy low header from 
six yards out, to clear the danger. 

The Tykes stepped up just 
before the break, pressing Albion 
high and winger Ryan Kent tested 
the opposition with a bursting run 
down the left, only to see his 
cross blocked. 

Both sides started brightly in the 
second half with both Murphy and 
Bradshaw firing just wide at either 
end. 

But the deadlock was broken in 
the 53rd minute, when Knockaert 
played a decisive ball through for 
Baldock to run onto and he 
unleashed a powerful dipping 
shot, from the edge of the box to 
put his side in front. 

Knockaert was then given time 
and space again and he took full 
advantage of it, rolling the ball to 
his right and setting up Baldock, 
who slotted the ball home to 
double Brighton’s advantage in 
the game. 

Barnsley went close to a 
consolation goal when Watkins 
demonstrated some good 
footwork to get his shot off, which 
was saved by a full-stretch by 
Stockade and Yiadom’s follow-up 
effort was blocked. 


PAUL Doswell is ready for the 
week of his life, bookended by his 
side’s ‘World Cup final’ against 
Arsenal - and Saints’ League Cup 
final against Manchester United. 

The Saints season-ticket holder 
- who lives in Compton, near Win¬ 
chester - will be at Wembley with 
30 friends and family next Sun¬ 
day, having pitted his wits against 
Arsene Wenger in Monday’s tel¬ 
evised fifth-round FA Cup tie. 

If Carlsberg did footballing dou¬ 
ble headers etc... 

Arsenal will be forgiven for 
needing a double take - or a dou¬ 
ble Gander if you will - when 
they arrive at Sutton’s quirky 
ground five days after their 5-1 
Champions League defeat at Bay¬ 
ern Munich. 

The 3G surface they will play 
on has transformed Sutton since 
Doswell had it installed at a per¬ 
sonal cost of £500,000 18 months 
ago. 

As well as managing Sutton’s 
£10,000-a-week squad for free, 
Doswell has spent more than £lm 
on the club, an interest-free loan, 
some of which will soon be repaid 
thanks to the club’s FA Cup wind¬ 
fall. 

It is worth £230,000 in prize 
money alone and Sutton will bank 
an extra £247,500 in TV money if 
Arsenal are able to donate their 
share - plus gate receipts - on top 
of the slug of cash received for 
the 1-0 BT-televised fourth-round 
home win against Leeds United. 

FA rules prevent financial deals 
being done, but the will is there 
and Doswell is hopeful as he plans 
to invest Sutton’s winnings in a 
new academy next year 

“Arsenal’s turnover is £330m 
a year and ours is £800,000 and 
their first reaction was superb,” 
said Doswell, who hopes to charm 
Arsene Wenger with a £300 bottle 
of red wine. 

“Everything they give us will 
go to the academy to support lads 
who have been released by Pre¬ 
mier League clubs. 

“This gives them that chance. 
All the money we earn will go into 
the academy There is a responsi¬ 
bility on clubs like us in the com¬ 
munity to help 16/17 year-old lads 
who are feeling absolutely worth¬ 
less. 

“Without over-dramatising it, 
[being released] is very difficult 
for them to get their heads around 
and it does lead to some bad situ¬ 
ations. 

“We are a little beacon at the 
moment and we will make it hap¬ 
pen but unfortunately in life it’s 
all about the money. 

“The only way we can make this 


happen is if we get as much out of 
the cup run as we can. Everything 
we’ve got is going toward making 
this club better in ten, 20 years’ 
time.” 

Doswell’s business model at Sut¬ 
ton is one he began at Eastleigh 
during his eight-year managerial 
spell at ‘Ten Acres’. 

His legacy there lives on as East¬ 
leigh continue to benefit from the 


3G pitch he had installed adjacent 
to what is now the Silverlake Sta¬ 
dium. 

“1 did the same at Eastleigh, all 
the stuff 1 brought to Eastleigh 1 
brought here,” he said. “The big¬ 
gest thing we have done at Sutton 
is get the 3G in. 

“We’ve had 100 children a day 
here during half-term, our junior 
sides play here and the support 


base has grown on the back of it. 

“The best decision we ever made 
was to make tickets £5 a game and 
free entry for children. So as a fa¬ 
ther now you can bring your two 
kids down here for £5. Our crowds 
have gone from 700 to nearly 2,000. 

“We’re picking up people who 
are disenfranchised at paying 
£100 for a Premier League ticket. 
There’s a You Tube video of our 
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great cup week 



Under 10s team celebrating when 
Jamie Collins scored the winning 
penalty against Leeds that put a 
shiver up my spine when I saw it. 
It sums up everything our club is 
about.” 

Doswell believes more clubs 
could benefit from having a 3G 
pitch, including those in the lower 
echelons of the Football League. 

“There’s a split vote on 3G pitch¬ 


es going into Leagues One and 
Two but most League Two clubs 
are skint,” he continued. 

“If people can take anything 
from this cup run it should be 
that we’ve gone from having zero 
children playing here because 
the pitch was so bad to hundreds, 
whose mums and dads come down 
so are engaged too. 

“These brilliant pitches have 


been used in the SPL [by Kilmar¬ 
nock] and at the Women’s World 
Cup.” 

Allowing 3G pitches in Leagues 
One and Two is the only way 
Doswell would ever manage in the 
Football League. 

“If they vote this pitch through 
and we get in the play-offs one 
year I could become a League 
manager,” he admits. 


“But we’d still be [training] 
Tuesday, Thursday. We might go 
to a Monday but I wouldn’t be 
here. 

“Without being disrespectful, 
managing in League One or Two 
holds no enthusiasm for me. Fam¬ 
ily is important to me and I’ve got 
a 30 year-old company that em¬ 
ploys over 100 people. 

“The reality is we want to be 
the best non-league club we can 
be. We’re still a traditional non¬ 
league club. 

“The chairman [Bruce Elliott] 
has backed into the vision and 
we’re on a rollercoaster ride. 
The other day he said to me ‘the 
train’s still going!’ 

“He also said ‘what have you 
gone and done?!’ We’re not used to 
this attention but there are people 
at this club, like our press officer, 
who have taken days off and holi¬ 
day days to do what is normal for 
other clubs and I take my hat off 
to them.” 

Sutton’s FA Cup run has fea¬ 
tured last-minute winners against 
Forest Green Rovers, Cheltenham 
and AFC Wimbledon - as well as a 
6-3 win at Hartford - before the 1-0 
fourth-round win against Leeds. 

“No-one expected us to beat For¬ 
est Green, who I still think are the 
best team in our league by a coun¬ 
try mile, and had won nine games 
on the trot before we beat them,” 
says Doswell. 

“Micky Stephens and I saw 
Cheltenham smash Crewe 4-1 in a 
replay to set up the game against 
us and I remember walking out of 
that stadium thinking we haven’t 
got a chance. 

But we got another last-min¬ 
ute winner. We then get drawn 
against Wimbledon, a local derby. 
They’ve had an amazing rise in 
the last 15 years and we had an¬ 
other sell-out crowd.” 

After a goalless draw, two inju¬ 
ry-time goals clinched a 3-1 win at 
AFC Wimbledon and then former 
Eastleigh midfielder Jamie Col¬ 
lins, who played in Havant & Wa- 
terloiville’s FA Cup fourth round 
defeat at Liverpool nine years 
ago, scored the winner against 
Leeds from the penalty spot. 

“There’s something strange go¬ 
ing on, it’s just an unbelievable 
situation for this club,” smiled 
Doswell, whose players are on 
an average wage of £500-a-week 
(net). 

’’Jamie’s the nearest we’ve got 
to a classic non-league player. 
We’ve moved on from the postie 
of 20 years ago who did his round 
on the morning of the game, but 
he gets up at Sam to work as a 
bricklayer/plasterer three days 
a week! I like our players to work 
on the other three days (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday). 

“Craig Eastmond’s wife is doing 
a degree at university so he looks 
after the children and Roarie Dea- 


Sporting 

mothers 

Four-time Olympic champion 
Laura Kenny is expecting 
her first child. 

The 24-year-old, who 
married six-time Olympic 
gold medallist Jason Kenny 
in September after the 
couple’s successful Rio 
Games, is set to join the list 
of sporting mothers. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at some athletes who have 
juggled motherhood with 
competing. 

JESSICA ENNIS-HILL 

The 2012 Olympic 
heptathlon champion missed 
the Commonwealths in 2014 
as she gave birth to her 
son Reggie. She returned 
the following year and 
won a world title before 
adding Olympic silver to 
her collection in Rio before 
retiring. 

jO PAVEY 

Pavey produced an 
inspirational performance 
to become the oldest female 
European champion in 2014 
at the age of 40, winning 
10,000m gold in front of 



Laura Kenny with husband 
Jason 


her 11-month-old daughter. 
Just 10 days earlier, the 
four-time Olympian put on 
one of the displays of the 
Commonwealths to secure 
bronze in the 5,000m. In 
Rio, aged 42, she became the 
first British track athlete to 
compete in five Olympics. 

DAME SAI^H STOREY 

Storey had won 11 
Paralympic golds when 
she gave birth in 2013. The 
following year she won four 
para-cycling world titles 
before she became Britain’s 
most successful female 
Paralympian by adding 
another three golds to her 
collection in Rio. 

KIM CLUSTERS 

The Belgian’s professional 
tennis career appeared to be 
over, having retired at the 
age of 23 through injury and 
after giving birth to daughter 
Jada. However, she won the 
2009 US Open just 18 months 
after giving birth - the first 
mother to win a Grand Slam 
since 1980. 
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Gunners on 
the brink 


PINK NON LEAGUE FOOTBAU. 


Arsenal are on the brink of 
a seventh successive last- 
16 exit in the Champions 
League following their 5-1 
thrashing against Bayern 
Munich. 

Unless Arsene Wenger’s 
men pull off an incredible 
turnaround at the Emirates 
Stadium in the second leg 
they will once again fail to 
get past the first knockout 
hurdle in Europe’s premier 
club competition. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at their previous struggles to 
reach the quarter-finals. 

2011 

LOST TO BARCELONA 4-3 
ON AGGREGATE 

Late goals from Robin van 
Persie and Andrei Arshavin 
gave Arsenal a 2-1 first-leg 
lead against Pep Guardiola’s 
side but, following Van 
Persia’s controversial 
sending off with the return 
match at the Nou Camp 
level at 1-1, a Lionel Messi- 
led Barcelona edged to a 3-1 
victory and went on to win 



Arsene Wenger 


the competition, beating 
Manchester United in the 
final at Wembley. 

2012 

LOST TO AC MILAN 4-3 
ON AGGREGATE 

Wenger’s men almost 
pulled off an amazing 
turnaround, but came up 
just short against Milan. 

The Serie A side ran out 
4-0 winners at the San Siro, 
with Kevin Boateng and 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic goals 
sandwiching Robinho’s 
double. Arsenal fought 
back at the Emirates as 
Laurent Koscielny Tomas 
Rosicky and Van Persie 
all scored in the first half, 
but the Gunners could not 
beat Christian Abbiati for a 
fourth time to force extra¬ 
time. Milan lost to Barcelona 
in the next round. 

2013 

LOST TO BAYERN 
MUNICH ON AWAY GOALS 

continued on facing page 


Sutton V Arsenal 

By Simon 

Carter JP 


SUTTON have been handed a 
dream FA Cup fifth round tie 
against the mighty Arsenal. 

It is a tie which shows that the 
world’s greatest knockout club 
tournament can still capture the 
imagination of a nation like no 
other. 

Here, the Sports Pink compares 
and contrasts the non league he¬ 
roes with their Premier League 
counterparts. 

MANAGERS 

Arsene Wenger is one of the 
most revered managers of his era 
and, by far, the current longest- 
serving Premier League boss, 
having taken charge in August 
1996. 

Since then, he has led the north 
London club to three Premier 
League titles (1998,2002 and 2004), 
six FA Cups (1998, 2002, 2003, 
2005, 2014, 2015) and six Commu¬ 
nity Shields (1998,1999, 2002, 2004, 
2014, 2015). 

But Wenger, whose Emirates 
future is now the subject of huge 
speculation following Wednes¬ 
day’s Champions League capitu¬ 
lation in Munich, has never won 
the Sydenhams Wessex League ti¬ 
tle - unlike his Sutton counterpart 
Paul Doswell! 

Boswell’s appointment as East¬ 
leigh manager in the summer of 
2002 was the catalyst for the mete¬ 
oric rise the Spitfires have since 
enjoyed. 

Under Doswell, the club romped 
to the Wessex League title in 
2002/03 - the season when Doswell 
persuaded Saints legend Matt Le 
Tissier to turn out for the club. 

Twelve months later, Eastleigh 
finished fourth in the Southern 
League Division One East. They 
were beneficiaries of the FA’s 
restructuring of the non-league 
pyramid, and were elevated to be¬ 
gin 2004/2005 in the Premier Divi¬ 
sion of the Isthmian League. 

A new stand - opened by then 
Saints chairman Rupert Lowe 
in July 2004 - was constructed in 
time for the Isthmian campaign, 
which Eastleigh finished with a 
run of 14 unbeaten matches. 

That was enough to earn the 
Spitfires a play-off berth, which 
they capitalised on fully. 

Victories over Braintree Town 
(2-0), and Leyton (1-0) ensured 
that Doswell had taken his team 
from Wessex League to Confer¬ 
ence South in the space of three 
amazing years. 

He resigned as Eastleigh boss 
in late 2006, moving ‘upstairs’ to 
a director of football role with Ja¬ 
son Dodd taking over as manager. 


Doswell left Eastleigh the fol¬ 
lowing year - his place in Spitfires 
folklore already assured. 

He was appointed Sutton man¬ 
ager in May 2008 and has taken 
them up two divisions in that 
time, from the Ryman League to 
the National League. 

ATTEDANCES 

Sutton’s National League aver¬ 
age at Gander Green Lane is 1,562. 
That might not sound a lot, but it’s 
49.76 per cent up on last season’s 
1,043 average during the club’s 


Conference South promotion win¬ 
ning campaign. The club’s best 
home league crowd this term is 
the 1,951 who watched fellow Lon¬ 
don club Dagenham. The lowest 
was the 922 who turned up for 
Braintree’s visit. 

Away from home, Sutton have 
been watched by crowds of 372 (at 
North Ferriby) and 371 (at Bore- 
ham Wood). 

Arsenal, it’s fair to say, regu¬ 
larly appear in front of larger at¬ 
tendances. 

The Gunners are averaging al¬ 
most 60,000 for Premier League 


games at The Emirates this term. 
They possess the second high¬ 
est average in British football, 
behind Manchester United. This 
has been the case ever since Ar¬ 
senal swapped Highbury for The 
Emirates in 2006. 

FA CUP HISTORY 

Arsenal have won the most fa¬ 
mous knockout cup of them all 12 
times - in 1929-30,1935-36,1949-50, 
1970-71, 1978-79, 1992-93, 1997-98, 
2001-02, 2002-03, 2004-05, 2013-14 
and 2014-15. They have also been 




t. 


! Sutton United manager Paul 
I Doswell makes himself a cup of 
' tea and a slice of toast ahead 
I of a training session this week. 
Above, the away dressing room 
Arsenal will use. 








An aerial view of 
Gander Green Lane, 
home of Sutton 
United. 
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Above, 
Sutton's 
home 
dressing 
room. Below, 
the toilets 
in the away 
dressing 
room Arsenal 
will use on 
Monday. 



losing finalists seven times. 

Sutton, in contrast, have nev¬ 
er previously been beyond the 
fourth round. 

They first reached that stage 
in 1969/70, losing 6-0 at Gander 
Green lane to Don Revie’s all-star 
Leeds United side - Allan Clarke 
scoring four times and Peter 
Lorimer twice. 

Sutton were back in the fourth 
round in 1988/89 after famously 
slaying 1987 Cup winners Coven¬ 
try 2-1 at Gander Green Lane in 
the third round. 

That run ended with a thrash¬ 


ing as well - Robert Fleck firing 
a hat-trick as top flight Norwich 
coasted to an 8-0 fourth round win 
at Carrow Road. 

Sutton had only got to the third 
round stage on two other occa¬ 
sions prior to this record break¬ 
ing campaign - in 1987/88 and 
1993/94. 

TRANSFERS 

Arsenal are no strangers to 
spending eye-watering transfer 
fees to land some of the world’s 
hottest properties. They forked 


out a club-record fee of around 
£42million to capture Mesut Ozil 
from Real Madrid in September 
2013, while they are believed to 
have paid more than £30million 
for Alexis Sanchez, Granit Xhaka 
and Shkodran Mustafi. 

Several of Sutton’s current 
crop, including some of the play¬ 
ers who downed Leeds in the last 
round, moved to south London on 
a free or after being released from 
other clubs. 

One such player is ex-Arse- 
nal trainee Roarie Deacon. He 
dropped into non league football 


to sign for Sutton last summer 
after spells with Stevenage and 
Crawley 

Midfielder Craig Eastmond 
is another ex-Arsenal academy 
product, and was part of the team 
that won the FA Youth Cup and 
Premier Academy League double 
in 2009. 

Among his Gunners colleagues 
that season were Bournemouth 
and England midfielder Jack 
Wilshere, Henri Lansbury - who 
has recently left Nottingham For¬ 
est to join Aston Villa for over 
£2m - and Kyle Bartley, who is 
currently on loan from Swansea 
to Leeds (but who didn’t play at 
Sutton). 

Doswell has also utilised the 
loan market. 

Southampton-born teenager 
Adam May has been on loan to 
Sutton from Portsmouth since 
last October. The 19-year-old, who 
had a loan spell with Gosport 
Borough last season, played the 
whole 90 minutes against Leeds. 

EUROPEAN SUCCESS 

One thing Arsenal and Sutton 
DO share in common is they have 
both won a European trophy. 

Seriously, they have. 

Arsenal have twice been suc¬ 
cessful in Europe - winning the 
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup in 1969-70 
and the European Cup Winners 
Cup in 1993-94. 

They were also runners-up in 
ECWC in 1979-80 and 1994-95. 

On the first occasion, they lost 
on penalties to Valencia - current 
AFC Portchester boss Graham 
Rix missing his spot-kick in the 
shoot-out. 

On the second occasion, ex- 
Tottenham midfielder Nayim fa¬ 
mously scored from virtually the 
halfway line to give Real Zaragoza 
victory against the holders. 

Less famously, Sutton won the 
1979 Anglo Italian Cup. 

Selected to play in the tourna¬ 
ment by the FA, Sutton made it 
all the way through to the final 
after winning two and draw¬ 
ing another of their four group 
matches. 

At the time, the competition 
was purely for non league clubs. 

The only defeat Sutton suf¬ 
fered was in their final qualifying 
match against Chieti, who ironi¬ 
cally were their opponents in the 
final - this time on Italian soil. 

Being a professional outfit, 
Chieti were red-hot favourites, 
but Sutton - wearing the England 
kit which the FA had given them 
just for the final - produced a 
stunning 2-0 victory watched 
by around 200 of their fans in a 
crowd of 8,000. 

To show it was no fluke, Sutton 
reached the Anglo-ltalian Cup 
final for the next two seasons as 
well - losing on both occasions. 


from facing page 


Another valiant fightback 
fell short. Lukas Podolski’s 
goal at the Emirates 
appeared to count for little as 
Bayern eased to a 3-1 victory 
in London, but goals from 
Olivier Giroud and Koscielny 
put Arsenal 2-0 up in the 
Allianz Arena in the 86th 
minute. However, Bayern, 
who went on to beat Borussia 
Dortmund in the Wembley 
final, clung on to progress. 

2014 

LOST TO BAYERN 
MUNICH 3-1 ON 
AGGREGATE 

Bayern again ran out 
winners in London. Mesut 
Ozil missed a penalty and 
Wojciech Szczesny was 
dismissed in the first half 
before Toni Kroos and 
Thomas Muller both scored 
for the second successive 
year at the Emirates to earn 
a 2-0 victory. There was little 
to get excited about in the 
return match in Munich as 
the game ended 1-1. This time 
Bayern lost against eventual 
champions Real Madrid in 
the semi-finals. 



Olivier Giroud 


2015 

LOST TO MONACO ON 
AWAY GOALS 

See 2013, albeit against 
lesser opposition. Dimitar 
Berbatov helped the Ligue 
1 club record a stunning 
3-1 victory at the Emirates, 
before Arsenal rallied in the 
away leg. Giroud and Aaron 
Ramsey put the Gunners 
2-0 up at Stade Louis 11 but 
they were denied a third 
which would have sent them 
through. 

2016 

LOST TO BARCELONA 5-1 
ON AGGREGATE 

Two late goals from Messi 
in London left the Gunners 
needing to overcome a 2-0 
deficit at the Nou Camp. 
Messi was on target again 
in the second leg and was 
joined on the scoresheet by 
fellow forwards Luis Suarez 
and Neymar as Mohamed 
Elneny’s first Arsenal goal 
counted for little. 
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Stuani saves 
Borough 

Middlesbrough 3 Oxford 2 

CRISTHIAN Stuani came off the 
bench to deny Sky Bet League One 
Oxford a place in the draw for the 
FA Cup quarter-finals as Premier 
League Middlesbrough survived a 
major scare to triumph 3-2 at the 
Riverside Stadium. 

Aitor Karanka’s men looked to be 
heading for the Kassam Stadium for 
a replay after squandering a 2-0 
lead inside a single madcap 
second-half minute, but Uruguay 
international Stuani came to the 
rescue with an 86th-minute winner 
to secure a place in the last eight for 
the first time since 2009. 

Grant Leadbitter’s penalty and 
January signing Rudy Gestede’s 
first goal for the club had given Boro 
a commanding half-time lead, but 
Chris Maguire’s superb free-kick 
and Antonio Martinez’s equaliser 
just seconds later left the result in 
the melting pot. 

Oxford might have taken an early 
lead when goalkeeper Simon 
Eastwood saw his scuffed 
clearance fall to a yellow, rather 
than a red, shirt and when Ryan 
Ledson helped the ball forward, 
Martinez turned central defender 
Bernardo Espinosa all too easily, 
but could not beat Brad Guzan with 
his shot. 

Shaken from their slumbers. Boro 
responded in determined fashion 
with Viktor Fischer and Adama 
Traore prospering out wide and 
Leadbitter and Stewart Downing 
linking midfield with attack. 

The home side finally made the 
pressure tell with 26 minutes gone 
after Maguire sent Downing 
tumbling inside the box as he ran on 
to Leadbitter’s through-ball. 

It was the skipper who take 
charge from the penalty spot and 
smashed the ball high into the roof 
of Eastwood’s net to open the 
scoring. 

The visitors’ fortunes took a 
further turn for the worse when 
Traore turned Fabio’s cross back 
across goal and Gestede leapt to 
volley acrobatically past Eastwood 
in the 34th minute. 

Boro looked to kill off the game 
quickly after the restart with 
Downing firing wide from distance 
before Fischer prompted a vital 
block by defender Cheyenne 
Dunkley as he attempted to convert 
Traore’s near-post cross. 

But Daniel Ayala had to be in the 
right place at the right time to turn 
away John Lundstram’s inviting 
59th-minute cross with Martinez 
waiting to pounce behind him, and 
there was better to come from his 
side. 

Traore was penalised for a clumsy 
challenge on Phil Edwards 20 yards 
out and Maguire curled a delicious 
64th-minute free-kick past Guzan’s 
despairing dive, and they were not 
finished there. 

Seconds later, Guzan could only 
parry Maguire’s low strike and 
Martinez thumped the rebound into 
the unguarded net to send the 3,376 
travelling fans among a crowd of 
28,198 into raptures. 

Both sides pressed for a winner 
amid a tense conclusion, and there 
were just four minutes remaining 
when Stuani prodded home Fabio’s 
cross from point-blank range to 
break Oxford hearts. 



Huddersfield earn replay at Manchester City 


Huddersfield 0 Manchester City 0 

CHAMPIONSHIP Huddersfield frustrated 
Manchester City to take their FA Cup fifth- 
round tie to a replay with a goalless draw at 
the John Smith’s Stadium. 

The Yorkshire side had a first-half strike 
disallowed for offside and City’s Claudio 
Bravo was the busier of the two goalkeepers 
as David Wagner’s men produced a spirited 
display. 

But City were not overly troubled and 
given the addition to their fixture lists, both 
managers might have been left rueing 
making 15 changes between them. 

That may be especially so for Pep 
Guardiola and City, who might also have to 
alter plans for a warm-weather training camp 
in Abu Dhabi after Tuesday’s Champions 


League clash against Monaco. 

Eight of the changes were made by City, 
although with recalls for Sergio Aguero, 
Pablo Zabaleta and Claudio Bravo among 
those recalled, the visitors were hardly 
fielding fringe players. 

Promotion-chasing Huddersfield also did 
not look like a side unfamiliar to each other 
as they made a bright start. Bravo, criticised 
for failing to make saves before being 
dropped last month, was in action early on 
as Rajiv van La Parra got in a shot. He also 
tipped over a well-struck free-kick from Jack 
Payne. 

Joel Coleman, Huddersfield’s second- 
choice goalkeeper, had to be alert as Nolito 
got through on goal and Mark Hudson 
cleared Jesus Navas’ follow-up attempt off 
the line. 


Huddersfield were twice frustrated by 
offside decisions. First Collin Ouaner’s 
penalty appeal was ruled irrelevant because 
a flag was raised and then Philip Billing was 
denied a goal from a corner because Van La 
Parra was offside. 

Further good by the hosts led to Van La 
Parra getting in another shot from the edge 
of the area but Bravo saved at the second 
attempt. 

City struggled to impose themselves but 
threatened when Aguero chipped over after 
catching Coleman off his line and Nolito 
had a shot deflected narrowly wide. 

Aguero also got in a snapshot but Coleman 
parried. 

The frustration for City continued after the 
break and Wagner made a couple of 
attacking substitutions just before the hour. 


perhaps sensing a chance as he sent on 
Elias Kachunga and Nahki Wells. 

The crowd also attempted to rouse the 
players with some loud backing, although 
someone may have overstepped the mark 
as City substitute Bacary Sagna appeared 
to be sprayed with a liquid as he warmed 
up. The 34-year-old made clear his 
displeasure as he glared back into the 
stand. 

City tried to raise the tempo themselves by 
introducing Kevin De Bruyne and Leroy 
Sane but Huddersfield continued to take the 
game to the visitors. 

They made some good breaks down the 
left and Bravo had some awkward aerial 
balls to deal with but the clear-cut chances 
did not come. City also failed to make 
openings and 0-0 seemed a fair result. 


FA CUP Fifth Round 

MillwaU 1 Leicester City 0 


Cummings' strike 
sees off 



Leicester City's Yohan Benalouane and Millwall's Fred Onyedinma battle 


TEN-man MillwaU booked their 
place in the sixth round of the 
Emirates FA Cup after Shaun 
Cummings’ last-minute strike 
condemned Leicester to another 
miserable defeat. 

The League One side had to play 
the majority of the second half 
without Jake Cooper after he was 
sent off in the 51st minute for a 
second bookable offence. 

But the deficit only inspired 
MillwaU to a famous victory with 
Cummings finding the net in the 
90th minute to heap more pres¬ 
sure on Claudio Ranieri and his 
beleaguered team. 

With more than one eye on their 
Champions League trip first-leg 
clash at Sevilla next week and 
their Premier League encounter 
against Liverpool a week on Mon¬ 
day, Ranieri made 10 changes to 
his side which lost at Swansea. 

Jamie Vardy and Riyad Mah- 
rez were relegated to the bench 
while Demarai Gray was the only 
survivor from the 2-0 defeat at the 
Liberty Stadium - a result which 
leaves Leicester hovering danger¬ 
ously above the relegation zone. 

MillwaU, sixth in League One, 
may have sensed an opportunity 
to shock the Premier League 
champions, but it was Leicester - 
despite the changes to personnel 
- who enjoyed the better start. 

And it was Gray who provided 
the first real opportunity of the 
match. Bartosz Kapustka floated 
the ball into his path, and the 
youngster cut back in on his right 
foot only for his curled effort to 
fall wide of Jordan Archer’s post. 

As Vardy, who has failed to score 


since last year, warmed up on the 
touchline, Shinji Okazaki found 
himself through on goal. Off-bal¬ 
ance however. Archer managed to 
parry his shot away. 

Ahmed Musa was there for the 
follow-up, but his quick-fire shot 
was superbly blocked by Byron 
Webster. Okazaki then saw his 
header from the resulting corner 


magnificently palmed away by 
the MillwaU stopper. 

The Foxes, despite their miser¬ 
able recent form, were upping the 
ante and it only seemed a matter 
of time before they would open 
their account. 

But despite an impressive open¬ 
ing 30 minutes, Leicester failed 
to find the back of the net and on 


this bobbly pitch, roared on by a 
raucous crowd, the hosts ended 
the first half on top. 

Calum Butcher’s header from a 
corner called Ron-Robert Zieler 
into action for the first time and a 
goal-mouth scramble ensued mo¬ 
ments before the interval. Cooper 
was booked for his over-zealous 
attempts to snatch the ball out of 
Zieler’s grasp. Nevertheless, these 
were encouraging signs for the 
south London outfit. 

But just six minutes after the in¬ 
terval MillwaU were reduced to 10 
men when Cooper was sent off for 
a rash challenge on Musa. 

It should have provided the 
spark for Leicester to go on and 
win the tie, but it appeared to 
have the opposite effect with the 
hosts continuing to cause the 
English champions problems. 

With 18 minutes to go, and his 
side now on the back foot, Ranieri 
called for Vardy. Moments later, 
the England international had 
Archer scrambling to his far post 
as his 20-yard shot fizzed wide. 

Then with 10 minutes to go, 
Okazaki had the perfect chance 
to win the tie. Marc Albrighton’s 
cross fell into his path inside the 
six-yard box, but the Japanese 
forward failed to convert it past 
Archer. 

The tie appeared to be heading 
for a replay before substitute Lee 
Gregory chested the ball into the 
path of Cummings who made no 
mistake as he coolly slotted the 
ball past Zieler. MillwaU survived 
five minutes of injury time before 
ecstatic home supporters ran on 
to the pitch to celebrate the win. 
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FA CUP Fifth Round 

Burnley 0 Lincoln City 1 

Imps stun Clarets 
in 89th minute 



Lincoln City's Matt Rhead celebrates after the final whistle of the Emirates FA Cup, Fifth Round match at Turf Moor, 
Burnley. 


LINCOLN pulled off one of the 
great FA Cup upsets as Sean Rag¬ 
gett’s late goal secured the Na¬ 
tional League outfit a 1-0 victory 
at Premier League Burnley and a 
place in the quarter-finals for the 
first time in their history. 

Raggett scored the dramatic 
winner with an 89th-minute head¬ 
er that Clarets goalkeeper Tom 
Heaton could only push away 
once it had crossed the line, send¬ 
ing the travelling Imps fans into 
delirium. 

The deserved triumph sees Lin¬ 
coln become the first non-league 
club to reach the FA Cup quarter¬ 
finals since it adopted its current 
structure in 1925, with QPR, in 
1914, having been the last to get to 
that stage of the competition. 

Lincoln’s run to this round - fea¬ 
turing victories over Champion¬ 
ship sides Ipswich and Brighton 

- had been remarkable as it was. 

But this really was something 

special from Danny Cowley’s 
men, not just in that they beat a 
top-flight side away, but particu¬ 
larly given it was Burnley, who 
had won seven of their previous 
eight home matches in all compe¬ 
titions. 

A feisty encounter saw the visi¬ 
tors approach the task in superb 
fashion, as they kept their op¬ 
ponents - for whom Andre Gray 
wasted a decent chance and Joey 
Barton might have been sent off 

- at bay before delivering the suck¬ 
er punch at the end. 

Burnley boss Sean Dyche had 
stressed the importance of not 
taking anything for granted 
about the meeting with the Na¬ 
tional League leaders, and while 
his starting line-up featured six 
changes it was strong, with the 
likes of Gray, Barton, Michael 
Keane and Heaton having been 
retained. 

Lincoln, whose first XI showed 
only two adjustments, made a 
positive start as they claimed the 
ball in midfield in the fifth minute 
from a Heaton kick and the subse¬ 
quent burst forward saw Nathan 
Arnold tee up a chance for Jack 
Muldoon, who shot over the bar. 

They then showed a combative 
edge as Alan Power was booked 
for a rash challenge on Johann 
Berg Gudmundsson that led to 
the Icelander having to come off 
for George Boyd. 

Sam Yokes fired Burnley’s 
first real attempt on goal over in 


the 19th minute and then sent a 
header off-target, with Gray hit¬ 
ting a low strike straight at Imps 
goalkeeper Paul Farman between 
those efforts. 

The hosts were starting to im¬ 
pose themselves but Lincoln 
were still able to exert pressure 
of their own, with Keane and Jon 
Flanagan making important in¬ 
terventions in the home box. 

As the first half came to an end. 
Barton’s volley from the edge of 
the box was caught by Farman 
and Scott Arfield lashed over 
from a similar range. 

Seven minutes after the break. 
Gray passed up a decent opportu¬ 


nity as he got on the end of a free- 
kick but skewed his shot wide. 

Tempers then flared as Barton 
and Matthew Rhead, who the 
atmosphere between had been 
building all game, were involved 
in an incident that prompted ref¬ 
eree Graham Scott to call both 
over for a word. Rhead claimed he 
had been stamped on by Barton, 
who had gone to ground holding 
his head. 

No cards were produced on that 
occasion, but moments later Bar¬ 
ton was booked following another 
flashpoint. 

After Boyd brought down Alex 
Woodyard, Terry Hawkridge ar¬ 


rived on the scene and took a hand 
in the face from Barton before be¬ 
ing shoved over by Flanagan. 

Graham deemed Barton to be 
deserving of a yellow card while 
Flanagan escaped any action. 

Lincoln were indebted to Far¬ 
man in the 80th minute as Gray 
scuffed another shot, the ball 
moved to Ashley Westwood and 
his shot was blocked by the goal¬ 
keeper. 

And they then left Turf Moor 
stunned in the dying moments 
as Luke Waterfall’s header to 
the back post was met by 
Raggett, who nodded in from 
close range. 


'I can't 
believe it' 

SEAN Raggett could barely 
believe Lincoln’s “crazy” 
achievement after his 89th- 
minute goal secured a 1-0 
upset at Premier League 
club Burnley and a place 
in the FA Cup quarter¬ 
finals. 

Raggett nodded in at the 
far post late on as Danny 
Cowley’s Imps, from 
the Vanarama National 
League, became the first 
team from outside the 
Football League to reach 
the last eight since QPR in 
1914. 

The 23-year-old told BT 
Sport 2: “I’m lost for words, 
it’s mad, I can’t believe it. 

“The fans were amazing, 
all through the game. 

“They’re a top quality 
side, drew with Chelsea 
last week, it’s amazing. 

“Belief? Massively, we 
didn’t come to draw, we 
came to win the game. 

“Crazy, a non-league 



Lincoln City boss Danny 
Cowley. 


side in the quarter-finals 
in modern football, it’s 
unheard of” 

The Lincoln manager 
said he was “lost for 
words” after the final 
whistle. 

“Last eight of the FA Cup 
- it sounds really good,” 
Cowley said. “I’m lost for 
words.” 

It was therefore initially 
left to his brother Nicky, 
the assistant manager, to 
sum up family feelings. 

“We said it was a one 
in 100 chance and we had 
to believe it was going to 
be that one opportunity. 
Thankfully for us it was,” 
he said. 

“Incredible, a fantastic 
day. You wake up in the 
morning and you hope it’s 
ping to be that day. It’s 
just brilliant for all the 
supporters, all the players, 
their families, directors, 
it’s fantastic.” 
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Many happy 
returns? 

England fly-half George Ford 
is to rejoin Leicester from 
Bath next season. 

Ford made his Leicester 
first-team debut as a 16-year- 
old, making more than 40 
appearances before moving 
to Bath in 2013. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at three other high-profile 
players that have returned 
to their former club for a 
second spell. 

DANNY CIPRIANI 

Cipriani started his career 
at the Wasps academy in 
2003 and played nearly 100 
matches for the London 
club. Handed his England 
debut during his first stint, 
Cipriani then departed 
for the Melbourne Rebels 
in 2010 before signing for 
Sale Sharks two years later. 
But - after being overlooked 
by England head coach 
Eddie Jones - Cipriani was 
persuaded to rejoin Wasps 
last year. 

IAMBS HASKELL 



George Ford 


The England forward is 
another who kicked off his 
career with Wasps. He spent 
seven years there before 
joining Stade Francais and 
helping them reach the 
final of the European Cup. 
Released by the French club, 
Haskell then enjoyed spells 
in Japan with the Ricoh 
Black Rams and then New 
Zealand’s Highlanders before 
moving back to Wasps in 
2013. 

lONATHAN DAVIES 


The Wales centre made 
his debut with Scarlets in 
2006, but seven years later 
- shortly after making his 
first appearance for the 
British and Irish Lions in 
the 2013 tour of Australia - 
he agreed a move to French 
Club Clermont Auvergne 
in the Top 14. But Davies 
was back at Scarlets in 2015 
after signing a national dual 
contract with the Welsh 
Rugby Union. 
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SAINTS 


Saints' top flight 


SAINTS’ 4-0 romp at Sunder¬ 
land last weekend was their joint- 
highest away win since the Pre¬ 
mier League came into being in 
1992. 

The Wearside success equalled 
Saints’ 4-0 win at Leicester City in 
December 2001. 

It was only the 14th time the 
club had scored four or more 
away goals in a top flight game 
since 1966. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
them all... 

September 2 1967 
Chelsea 2 Saints 6 

The only time in the club’s 
top flight history that they have 
scored six in a league game away 
from home. 

Ron Davies belted four goals, in¬ 
cluding a first half hat-trick that 
puts Saints 3-0 ahead before Peter 
Osgood reduced the arrears. 

Martin Chivers struck twice to 
make it 5-1 before Osgood replied 
again. Davies had the final say 
with his fourth - taking his league 
tally to nine in only four matches! 

August 16 1969 
Man United 1 Saints 4 

Ron Davies’ greatest moment in 
a superb Saints career. 

The Welshman bagged all four 
Saints goals which left United 
boss Sir Matt Busby describing 
Davies as “the finest centre for¬ 
ward in Europe.” 

The first three goals were all 
headers from John Sydenham 
crosses, as the winger gave Unit¬ 
ed full back Shay Brennan a tor¬ 
rid afternoon. 

December 28 1980 
Tottenham 4 Saints 4 

Saints twice came from two 
goals behind in a remarkable 
game at White Hart Lane. 

Trailing 2-0 early on to strikes 
from Steve Archibald and Gary 
Brooke, the visitors rallied 
through Graham Baker and Char¬ 
lie George. Back came Totten¬ 
ham, with Brook again and Garth 
Crooks putting them 4-2 up. Steve 
Moran had the final say, however, 
with a brace - including an 87th 
minute leveller. 

April 11 1987 
Man City Saints 4 

Gordon Hobson’s finest day in a 
Saints shirt. 

The striker fired a hat-trick at 
Maine Road - completing his tre¬ 
ble from the penalty spot - after 
Paul Stewart had put the hosts 
ahead. Danny Wallace also netted 
against a City side who would end 
the season relegated. 

October 14 1989 
OPR 1 Saints 4 



SadioMane 
scores in Saints' 
4-2 win at Villa 
Park last April 


Matt Le Tissier 
scores one of his 
hat-trick goals at 
Norwich ih April 
199- 


Rod Wallace scored the only 
goal of the first half as Jason 
Dodd celebrated his Saints debut 
with victory. 

Matt Le Tissier doubled the 
lead from a penalty before Rang¬ 
ers player-boss Trevor Francis 
pulled one back shortly after Paul 
Wright had missed a spot-kick for 
the hosts. 

Alan Shearer and Wallace 
struck again for Saints in the fi¬ 
nal five minutes. 


january 1 1990 
Charlton 2 Saints 4 

Four more away goals for Saints 
with Rod Wallace again netting a 
brace - in a season where he end¬ 
ed up with 18 league goals. 

Matt Le Tissier, direct from a 
free kick, and Russell Osman, 
from 30 yards, had put Saints 
ahead after Robert Lee had given 
Charlton an early lead. Steve Mc¬ 
Kenzie added a late consolation 


for the hosts. 

january 12 1991 
Luton 3 Saints 4 

Ahead after 10 minutes through 
Rod Wallace, Saints trailed 2-1 
after 26 minutes to goals from 
Danish striker Lars Elstrup and 
Julian James. 

Matt Le Tissier levelled on 28 
minutes and the same player 
struck again shortly after the re¬ 
start. 
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away goal sprees 



Wallace’s second goal gave 
Chris Nicholl’s men a two-goal 
cushion, with the Hatters reply¬ 
ing late on through a John Dryer 
penalty 

April 9 1994 
Norwich 4 Saints 5 

An incredible recovery by Alan 
Ball’s Saints, who were 3-1 down 
at Carrow Road with 33 minutes 
remaining. 

Trailing early on to a Mark 


Robins goal. Saints levelled just 
before half-time through a Rob Ul- 
lathorne own goal. 

Jeremy Goss and Chris Sutton 
seemed to have put the Canaries 
on course for victory, but Le Tis- 
sier struck twice, including a pen¬ 
alty, to level. 

Norwich were back in front at 
4-3 via Sutton’s second, only for 
Le Tissier to complete his treble 
with a header. 

That set the scene for Ken 


Monkou to emerge as the match- 
winner, dramatically heading in 
Le Tissier’s injury time corner. 

April 25 1998 
West Ham 2 Saints 4 

Matt Le Tissier’s 40th minute 
opener was quickly cancelled out 
by Trevor Sinclair. Egil Osten- 
stad and Carlton Palmer put Dave 
Jones’ side 3-1 up before Steve Lo¬ 
mas replied with eight minutes 
left. Ostenstad promptly scored 


his second of the contest. 

December 8 2001 
Leicester 0 Saints 4 

Swedish midfielder Anders 
Svensson scored twice as Gordon 
Strachan’s lowly Saints thumped 
their relegation rivals at Filbert 
Street. 

James Beattie and Marian Pa- 
hars also netted as Saints netted 
three times in the final 24 min¬ 
utes. 

The victory took Saints out of 
the relegation zone, and dumped 
the Foxes in the bottom three. 

lanuary 1 2002 
Chelsea 2 Saints 4 

A stunning victory for Saints, 
who entered the game fourth bot¬ 
tom while Chelsea had only been 
beaten once at home in the league 
all season. 

Saints trailed 2-1 at half-time, 
after taking an early lead through 
James Beattie, to goals from 
Eidur Gudjohnsen and Jimmy- 
Floyd Hasselbaink. Marian Pa- 
hars levelled on 55 minutes before 
Chris Marsden headed Saints in 
front just after the hour mark. 
Beattie wrapped up the unlikely 
success on 73 minutes. 

April 3 2004 
Wolves 1 Saints 4 

Claus Lundekvam scored his 
first ever competitive goal for 
Saints - over eight years after ar¬ 
riving at the club. 

His former boss Dave Jones 
was on the receiving end as the 
Norwegian struck on 58 minutes 
to put Paul Sturrock’s side 2-0 up 
- James Beattie having netted on 
25 minutes. Henri Camara pulled 
one back for the lowly hosts but 
Kevin Phillips struck twice in the 
last two minutes. 

April 23 2015 
Aston Villa 2 Saints 4 

Saints were expected to win this 
one, given Villa’s truly appalling 
league form, and they duly did. 
Shane Long and Dusan Tadic 
put Ronald Koeman’s side in 
command after 39 minutes, with 
Ashley Westwood replying on 
the stroke of half-time. Tadic and 
Westwood traded further goals 
before Sadio Mane netted in the 
90th minute. 

February 11 
Sunderland 0 Saints 4 

New £14m signing Manolo Gab- 
biadini continued his impressive 
start to life in the Premier League 
with a first half double. Defender 
Jason Denayer put through his 
own goal in the 88th minute and 
there was still time for Shane 
Long to complete the scoring. 


Root tweets 


England announced Joe Root 
as their new Test captain this 
week. 

Here, theSports Pink looks 
at how Twitter reacted to the 
news. 

“Get the feeling it’s going 
to be a very proud day for 
@SheffieldColCC today.... 

!! Proud of you @root66” - 
Michael Vaughan passes on 
his best wishes to his fellow 
Sheffield Collegiate Cricket 
Club alumni. 

“1 bring you the New 
England Cricket Captain.... 
#Root” - Vaughan, again, 
who posted this caption 
alongside a photo of a 
cherubic Root flexing his 
muscles in a Superman 
jumper. 

“Roooooooot!!” - Team¬ 
mate Moeen Ali sums 
up his thoughts on the 
announcement in one word, 
along with two thumbs-up 
emojis. 

“Hardly a surprise, 
but massive congrats 
@root66” - Women’s 
counterpart Heather 



■ I V 

Joe Root 


Knight acknowledges 
the announcement of the 
worst-kept secret in English 
cricket. 

“Wishing @root66 all 
the success in the world! 
Wonderful player & a lovely 
guy!” - Mercurial former 
England batsman Kevin 
Pietersen. 

“Congratulations @ 
rootee on being made @ 
englandcricket Test Captain. 
Well deserved and 1 wish 
you all the luck in the world. 
#captainroot” - Former 
England wicketkeeper- 
batsman Matt Prior. 

“Let’s salute the new 
era!! Congrats to Captain @ 
rootee and VC @benstokes38 
, massively exciting 
times ahead!!!!” - Former 
Lancashire and England 
batsman Neil Fairbrother, 
who now works as director 
of cricket at ISM, the 
management company 
which looks after Root and 
Stokes. 
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So, how does 
Joe Root 
compare? 

Joe Root has been 
appointed England Test 
captain. 

Here, Tom White compares 
Root’s record to the eight 
other current Test skippers. 

(Statistics reflect when the 
player was officially named 
his country’s Test captain. 
Previous games as stand- 
in captain are noted where 
applicable). 

)0E ROOT 

Age when appointed: 26 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 53 

Previous captaincy 
experience: Four first- 
class games for Yorkshire; 
England vice-captain since 
2015. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: N/A 

STEVE SMITH 

Age when appointed: 26 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 33 (three as stand- 
in captain) 



Virat Kohli 


Previous captaincy 
experience: Three Tests 
deputising for Michael 
Clarke, two one-day 
internationals, one Twenty 
20 international. Captained 
Sydney club Sutherland aged 
19, led New South Wales 
to a Sheffield Shield final 
and was Australia A’ vice¬ 
captain. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: Won 10, drawn 2, lost 
5, batting average 69.04. 

MUSHFIQUR RAHIM 

Age when appointed: 23 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 24 

Previous captaincy 
experience: Led Bangladesh 
Under-19 at the 2006 World 
Cup. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: W5, D9, L14, batting 
average 41.71. 

VIRAT KOHLI 

continued on facing page 
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When Saints were 


By Simon 

Carter 


9 


They were the great entertainers 
of English football’s top flight in 
the early 1980s... 

... and, in terms of goals scored 
at both ends of their matches. 
Saints were also the great enter¬ 
tainers of the late 80s and early 
1990s. 

They are anything but since re¬ 
turning to the Premier League in 
2012. 

Two years ago, in Ronald Koe- 
man’s first season in charge. 
Saints’ 38 league games produced 
only 94 goals - at an average of 
just 2.29 per game. 

This season, under Claude Puel, 
the average is marginally better 
at 2.36 - the joint second lowest 
in the top flight (alongside their 
League Cup final opponents Man¬ 
chester United). 

And that is an improvement on 
early December, when the average 
was a paltry 1.93. 

That is the joint lowest in the 
Premier League, in a season 
where the average goals per game 
total is at an all-time high of 2.89. 

While Swansea’s 25 games have 
produced 85 goals - one more than 
the games involving Cherries and 
Liverpool - Saints’ 25 matches 
have only produced 59. 

Middlesbrough are bottom of 
the ‘entertainers’ league with a 
paltry 46. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at some of Saints’ most en¬ 
tertaining top flight seasons. 


1979/80 


A remarkable set of home and 
away goalscoring figures helped 
Saints finish third in the enter¬ 
tainers list with 118 goals at an 
average of 2.81 per game. 

In 21 home matches, Lawrie 
McMenemy’s side netted 53 times 
- the highest in the top flight. Yet 
away from home, they only scored 
12 (the second lowest behind rel¬ 
egated Bolton). 

There was virtual non stop en¬ 
tertainment at The Dell, with ear¬ 
ly season wins against champions 
Liverpool (3-2) and Tottenham (5- 
2, after Saints had trailed 1-0 at 
half-time). 

Phil Boyer scored hat-tricks in 
successive home wins over Derby 
(4-0) and Crystal Palace (3-1) and 
added two more goals in a 4-1 de¬ 
struction of European champs 
Nottingham Forest in November. 

The near year brought nine 
more goals in successive home 
wins against Manchester City (4- 
1) and Brighton (5-1), before Boy¬ 
er claimed a third treble in a 5-2 
caning of relegated Bristol City. 

Saints brought the curtain 



There was virtual non 
stop entertainment at 
The Dell in 1979-80-here 
Phil Boyer scores one of 
his three goals in the win 
against Derby. 
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down on their Dell campaign with 
a 4-1 beating of Middlesbrough. 

The nearest Saints have got 
to equalling that 53-goal home 
haul since was netting 49 times 
in 2011/12 - but there were two 
more games that season than in 
1979/80. 


1980/81 


Lawrie McMenemy’s side 
climbed to second in the enter¬ 
tainers list - their 42 games pro¬ 
ducing 132 goals at an average of 
3.14. 

Only Tottenham, with 138 goals 
at 3.29, had more in the top flight. 

Two early season Dell clash¬ 
es provided 12 goals - a 4-2 win 
against Wolves and a 3-3 draw 
against Bobby Robson’s Ipswich. 


Saints beat rock bottom Crystal 
Palace 4-2 at The Dell just before 
Christmas before a remarkable 
4-4 draw at White Hart Lane on 
Boxing Day - Saints twice coming 
from two goals down to draw. 

The following day Saints 
trounced Leicester 4-0 at The Dell, 
to make it 12 goals in just eight 
days - bit of a difference to Claude 
Puel’s Saints! 
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great entertainers 



zarre 5-5 Dell draw with Coventry. 

Saints levelled after trailing 1-0 
and 2-1, but found themselves 4-2 
down after an hour. 

Alan Ball, Keith Cassells and 
Kevin Keegan turned the game 
on its head, taking Saints into a 
5-4 lead - only for Mark Hateley to 
level in the 89th minute. 

1986/87 

Saints finished top of the enter¬ 
tainers list again - their 42 games 
producing 137 goals at an average 
of 3.26. 

The first few weeks gave an 
indication of the fun that lay in 
store. 

Colin Clarke fired a debut hat- 
trick in an opening day 5-1 caning 
of QPR, before Saints conceded 
an 82nd minute winner to Steve 
Bruce in a 4-3 loss at Norwich two 
games later. 

Saints crashed 5-1 at Old Traf- 
ford before Clarke bagged anoth¬ 
er treble in a 4-1 home win over 
Newcastle. 

Into the new year and a Matt 
Le Tissier hat-trick - his first in 
Saints’ colours - helped trounce 
Leicester 4-0 before Clarke scored 
twice in a 5-0 caning of soon-to-be- 
relegated Aston Villa. 

Gordon Hobson’s only Saints 
hat-trick came in a 4-2 win at 
Maine Road. 

1988/89 

Two seasons later. Saints were 
again the top entertainers - their 
38 games producing 118 goals at 
an average of 3.11. 

Paul Rideout scored twice on 
his debut in a 4-0 opening day win 
against West Ham. 

Saints crashed 4-1 at Everton 
and drew 3-3 at Newcastle helped 
by a Matt Le Tissier double. 

A 4-1 home loss to QPR was fol¬ 
lowed a week later by a 6-1 can¬ 
ing on Luton’s artificial surface 
- Mick Harford and Roy Wegerle 
both scoring twice. 

Neil Ruddock’s double saw 
Saints open up a 3-1 lead at Mid¬ 
dlesbrough, only for the hosts to 
level with two goals in the final 12 
minutes. 

Saints finished 13th, conceding 
66 goals - the worst defensive re¬ 
cord in the top flight. 

That was no doubt the sort of 
entertainment boss Chris Nicholl 
could have done without... 

1989/90 


The season ended with Saints in 
a then best ever sixth place finish, 
thanks to a 3-2 win at runners-up 
Ipswich in their last match. 

1981-82 

For the first time. Saints were 
the great entertainers of the old 
First Division. 

Their 42 games produced 139 


goals at an average of 3.31 - nine 
more goals than were in Notts 
County’s matches. 

There was an early season goal 
glut with four successive matches 
in late September and early Octo¬ 
ber producing 23 goals. 

Sadly for Saints, most of them 
were in their net. 

Successive 4-2 losses at West 
Ham and Coventry was followed 


by a 4-3 Dell win over Ipswich, 
and that was followed by a 4-0 
thrashing at Birmingham. 

Leeds were battered 4-0 at The 
Dell before Alan Brazil scored all 
five goals in Ipswich’s 5-2 success 
in Suffolk in February. 

Mark Whitlock scored an 86th 
minute winner in a 4-3 Dell victo¬ 
ry over Stoke before Saints came 
from behind three times in a bi¬ 


Saints were again the great en¬ 
tertainers, for the third time in 
four seasons, with 134 goals at an 
average of 3.53 - the club’s highest 
ever top flight average. 

Paul Rideout and Rod Wallace 
both netted twice in a September 
4-4 draw at Norwich, before QPR 
and Liverpool were both blitzed 
4-1 the following month. 

Continued on page 24 


from facing page 

Age when appointed: 26 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 32 (one as stand-in 
captain) 

Previous captaincy 
experience: ODl vice captain 
since 2012, captained India 
U19 at 2008 World Cup and 
Royal Challengers Bangalore 
in the Indian Premier 
League. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: W15, D6, LI, batting 
average 59.91. 

KANE WILLIAMSON 

Age when appointed: 25 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 48 

Previous captaincy 
experience: 19 GDIs, 17 T201s; 
led New Zealand U19 at the 
2008 World Cup. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: W6, Dl, L3, batting 
average 55.00. 

MISBAH-UL-HAO 

Age when appointed: 36 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 19 

Previous captaincy 
experience: One ODl, one 
T201; captained Sui Northern 
Gas Pipelines Limited in 
Pakistani domestic cricket. 



Kane Williamson 


Record as permanent 
Test captain: W24, Dll, L18, 
batting average 50.55. 

FAF DU PLESSIS 

Age when appointed: 32 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 34 (five as stand-in 
captain) 

Previous captaincy 
experience: South Mrica 
T20 captain since 2013, vice¬ 
captain in other formats. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: W3, DO, LO, batting 
average 49.75. 

ANGELO MATHEWS 

Age when appointed: 25 

Test appearances when 
appointed: 31 

Previous captaincy 
experience: Previously Sri 
Lanka vice-captain. T20 
captain from October 2014, 
also led them in one ODL 
Captained Sri Lanka at U15, 
U17 and U19 level, including 
at 2006 U19 World Cup. 

Record as permanent Test 
captain: W13, D6, L15, batting 
average 50.94, bowling 
average 43.77. 
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Foxes woe 


Leicester’s euphoria at 
winning the league last 
season has given way to a 
tense battle with relegation 
and speculation over 
manager Claudio Ranieri’s 
future. 

Here, the Sports Pink casts 
an eye over the key statistics 
which have contributed to 
the Foxes’ decline. 

32 

the Foxes are 32 points 
worse off than at this stage 
last season, with 21 as 
opposed to 53. 

14 

they have lost 14 games, 
compared to only two last 
season. They also have only 
five wins as opposed to 15. 

24 

their goal tally tells a 
similar tale of woe, having 
scored 24 this season against 
47 through the same number 
of games last term. 

0 


away wins. They have 
taken three points from 13 



Claudio Ranieri 


away games - only Burnley, 
with one from 11, have a 
worse record on the road. 

0 

also the number of Premier 
League goals they have 
scored in 2017, in six games 
which have brought them 
only one point. 

11 

in all, Leicester have drawn 
a blank in 11 games this 
season - it happened just 
three times in the whole of 
last season. 

3.2 

Leicester’s average for 
shots on target per match, 
the third-worst record in the 
division. Last season they 
ranked fifth with an average 
of 4.8. 

343 

minutes the Foxes have 
spent in the lead in matches 
this season, compared to 863 
at this stage last season. Cont 
on facing page 
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SAINTS 


Saints' goal-den 


from page 23 

There were two more goals each 
for Rideout and Wallace when 
Chris Nicholl’s Saints hammered 
Luton 6-3 at The Dell in Novem¬ 
ber. 

The new decade opened on 
January 1 with another Wallace 
brace, this time in a 4-2 win at 
Charlton. 

Matt Le Tissier struck a hat- 
trick in a 4-1 home win over 
Norwich, but the following week 
Saints let slip a 2-0 lead to crash 
3-2 to Chelsea at The Dell. 

Another Le Tissier treble saw 
Saints draw 3-3 at Wimbledon, be¬ 
fore a 3-2 loss at Anfield - after ex- 
Reds star Jimmy Case had fired 
Saints into a 2-1 lead - and a 3-2 
win over Charlton. 

In all. Saints netted 71 goals - the 
second highest in the top flight af¬ 
ter Liverpool’s 78. 

But they could only finish sev¬ 
enth, a whopping 24 points adrift 
of the champions. 

1990-91 

Saints were top of the entertain¬ 
ers list again, with 127 goals at an 
average of 3.34 - the same as Chel¬ 
sea. 

There were no O-Os at all in what 
was Chris Nicholl’s last season as 
Dell manager. 

There was a sign of things to 
come in September 1990 when 
Saints and Chelsea played out an 
see-saw 3-3 Dell draw - the hosts 
twice taking the lead but eventu¬ 
ally having to settle for a point 
when ex-Saints trainee Dennis 
Wise rounded off the scoring 
from the penalty spot. 

November wasn’t short of ex¬ 
citement - the month starting 
with Matt Le Tissier curling in 
a 25-yard free kick in a 3-1 home 
win over QPR. 

Nicholl’s side then crashed 4-0 
at Highbury before taking the 
lead at home to Palace the follow¬ 
ing week with a first minute own 
goal. It was 2-2 after 36 minutes 
with Mark Bright firing Palace’s 
winner in the second half - the 
visitors ending the season third 
in the old First Division, the high¬ 
est position in the club’s history. 

Ray Houghton struck an 83rd 
minute winner as Saints again 
lost 3-2, this time at Anfield just 
before Christmas. Rod Wallace 
twice replied. 

Le Tissier struck twice in a 3-0 
win against Tottenham at the end 
of December, and in early Janu¬ 
ary repeated the feat in a 4-3 victo¬ 
ry over Luton at Kenilworth Road 
- Rod Wallace also struck twice. 

Saints conceded 69 goals in 
1990/91, the second highest in the 
top flight after rock bottom Derby 
(75). 

Further evidence of a porous 
defence was on view at Sheffield 



United, where Bob Booker netted 
twice as the Blades raced into a 
4-0 lead inside the opening half 
hour on their way to a 4-1 loss. 

A few weeks later Saints lost 
4-3 at home to Everton, visiting 
striker Mike Newell netting at 
both ends. 

Two games later, another 90 
minutes of frantic entertainment 
ended with Alan McLoughlin net¬ 


ting a last minute leveller in a 3-3 
draw with Manchester City. 

In a game where all the goals 
were shoehorned into the second 
half, Le Tissier had given the visi¬ 
tors a 47th minute lead. 

The season ended with a re¬ 
markable 6-2 thrashing at Derby, 
who had only won four of their 
first 37 games and had long been 
relegated. 


Paul Williams, later to play for 
Saints as a defender, started his 
career at the Rams as a striker 
and scored a first half hat-trick. 

Dean Saunders also netted 
twice, with Rod Wallace and Le 
Tissier firing consolations past 
ex-Dell ace Peter Shilton. 

1991/92 
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^ SAINTS 


years recalled 



It was a different story under 
new boss Ian Branfoot. 

Saints’ 42 league games pro¬ 
duced only 82 goals at an average 
of 2.24 - putting them fourth bot¬ 
tom in the entertainment list. 

1994/95 

In Alan Ball’s only full season 
as Saints boss, the club’s 42 games 


produced 123 goals at an average 
of 2.95 per game. 

That placed them third in the 
Premier League list - a fine effort 
considering five of the matches 
ended goalless! 

Saints collapsed 5-1 at Newcas¬ 
tle in only the third game of the 
season - Andy Cole and Steve 
Watson both scoring twice - but 
Ronnie Ekelund scored on his 


Henri Camara scores a last 
minute winner for Saints 
against Norwich in April 2005. 

That goal gave Saints a 4-3 
success - but the club's fans 
would no doubt have liked less 
entertainment and a few more 
boring victories that term. 

full debut in a 3-1 home win over 
Coventry. Iain Dowie provided the 
other two goals against the club 
he would later manage. 

Mid October saw Nathan Blake 
score twice for Leicester in a 4-2 
Filbert Street success. The Foxes 
would end up being relegated. 

(A week after losing to Leices¬ 
ter, Saints went down 2-0 at West 
Ham to goals from current East¬ 


leigh boss Martin Allen and Liv¬ 
erpool legend Ian Rush). 

The mercurial Ronnie Eke¬ 
lund struck twice in a 3-3 draw at 
Maine Road before the even more 
mercurial Matt Le Tissier belted 
two long range consolations past 
Tim Flowers in a 3-2 defeat at 
eventual champions Blackburn. 

Gordon Watson and Neil Ship- 
perley both scored in injury time 
as Saints avenged their north east 
caning by beating Newcastle 3-1, 
before Le Tissier masterminded a 
4-3 home win over Tottenham in a 
game where both him and Teddy 
Sheringham struck twice. 

On the final day of the season, 
Le Tissier celebrated his Player 
of the Season award by netting 
his 20th league goal of the cam¬ 
paign. That helped Saints take an 
early 2-0 lead against relegated 
Leicester, who still hit back to 
draw 2-2. 

2004/05 

With 111 goals in their 38 games 
- five of which were goalless - 
Saints were fourth in the Premier 
League entertainers list. 

That was in contrast to their 
position in the table, where they 
were rock bottom. 

This was one season where the 
fans would no doubt have been 
happy with a lot less ‘entertain¬ 
ment’ - ie, goals flying into the 
back of their side’s net - and a few 
more dull 1-0 victories such as 
Puel’s side have claimed against 
Swansea, Everton and Middles¬ 
brough this season. 

• Saints’ post-war record for 
the most goals in a season - for 
and against combined - was estab¬ 
lished in their 1957/58 Third Divi¬ 
sion South campaign. 

That was the season Saints’ 46 
games produced 184 goals. 

Saints were the top scorers in 
the section with 112 - the most the 
club have ever scored in a single 
season - but conceded 72. 

The club’s form at The Dell was 
simply blistering - they battered 
Cherries 7-0, Coventry 7-1, Nor¬ 
wich 7-3, Exeter 6-0, Port Vale 5-0, 
Brighton 5-0, Watford 5-0, Gilling¬ 
ham 5-1, Walsall 4-1, Brentford 4-2 
and Torquay 4-2. 

Those of us who weren’t alive 
back in the 1950s can only wonder 
at the phenomenal entertainment 
Ted Bates’ Saints served up to the 
Dell faithful that season. 

And Saints still only finished 
sixth! 

• Saints’ second most goal-lad¬ 
en season was their 1959/60 Third 
Division title-winning campaign 

Their 46 games produced a stag¬ 
gering 181 goals, with Ted Bates’ 
men blasting 106 - the highest in 
the division - and conceding 75. 

There were no goalless draws 
and 25 of the matches saw four or 
more goals being scored. 


Foxes woe 

from facing page 

5 


England striker Jamie 
Vardy who scored in 11 
consecutive league games 
last season on his way to 24 
goals for the season and a 
Euro 2016 place, has just five 
this time around. 

17/11 

PEA player of the year 
Riyad Mahrez’s goal and 
assist tallies from last 
season. He has three goals 
and two assists this term. 

1 


Danny Drinkwater too 
has tailed off dramatically, 
setting up just one goal this 
season as opposed to seven 
last. 

5/3 

summer signing Islam 
Slimani leads the team with 
three assists and sets the 
pace alongside Vardy with 
five goals. 

86 


N’Golo Kante, the one 



Jamie Vardy 


significant departure from 
last season’s squad, has made 
86 tackles this season in 24 
appearances for Chelsea - 
ranking him third in the 
Premier League. Daniel 
Amartey Wihred Ndidi and 
Nampalys Mendy - signed for 
upwards of £33m altogether 
and tasked with filling the 
void he left in Leicester’s 
midfield - have totalled 
just 50 in 27 combined 
appearances. 

Evens 

the best available odds 
on Ranieri to be the next 
manager to leave his post, 
with the Italian widely odds- 
on. He is 1-4 with Coral not to 
last the season. 

5 


Successive Premier League 
games Leicester have 
currently lost. 


6 


Successive Premier League 
games Leicester have 
currently failed to score in. 
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Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a 
decade Cloudy2Clear 
windows have become 
a leading company 
for glass replacement. 
Issues with double 
glazing can often be 
gradual and may only 
be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A 
failed glass unit may 
no longer provide you 
with the protection 
you need or be energy 
efficient. Why not spend 
a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you 
have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now 
you can avoid these 
problems. 

Now, you may think 


you need to replace the 
whole window including 
the frames and all the 
hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost 
saving solution... Just 
replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just 
visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 
61 21 118. We will 
send out our highly 
experienced engineers 
for a free no obligation 
quote. A Cloudy2Clear 
quote takes on average 
no longer than 20 
minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will 
sit down with you and 
explain the problem and 


tell you how we can fix it. 
With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a 
wealth of knowledge 
and are recognised as a 
Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed 
by an industry leading 
25 year guarantee. 
Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks 
handles and hinges on all 
windows and doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is Justin Friel and he 
services the Southampton 
& surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged give Justin a 
call for a free quotation 
on 0800 61 21 118. 



Cloudy2Clear VN^indows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

- \ Which? 

Which?>Trusted 
___ / Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 




CLEAR 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


Home Choose Carpets 


SAVE °£8,000 ON A NEW 
66 PLATEVAUXHALL 




List 

Price 

Picador 

Price 

SAVE 

Meriva 1.4 Life A/C Carbon Flash Metallic. 

.£13,955 

£10,540 

£3,415 

Meriva 1.4 Life Carbon Flash Metallic Choice of 4 

£13,955 

£10,540 

£3,415 

Meriva 14 Life A/C White . 

£14,095 

£10,280 

£3,815 

£2,529 

Mokka 1.4TTechline Olympic White Choice of 2.. 

£17,799 

£15,270 

Mokka 1.4TTechline Flare Red. 

.£17,894 

£15,395 

£2,499 

Mokka 1.4TTechline Orange Rock Metallic 

£18,829 

£16,395 

£2,434 

Mnkka 14TTprhlinp 

£20,444 

£17,995 

£16,395 

£2,449 

£2,434 

Mokka 1.4TTechline Orange Rock Metallic. 

£18,829 

Mokka X1.4T Design Nav Olympic White. 

£19,715 

£17,750 

£1,965 

Mokka X1.4T Design Nav Mineral Black Metallic. 

£18,950 

£16,995 

£1,955 

Mokka X 1.6 Cdti Design Nav Amber Orange Metallic. 

£20,860 

£18,995 

£1,865 

Mokka X1.4 Design Nav Auto Quantum Grey Metallic. 

£19,845 

£17,980 

£1,865 

Mokka X 1.4 Design Nav Amber Orange Metallic 

£19,025 

£17,160 

£1,865 

Mokka X 1.4 Design Nav Quantum Grey Metallic. 

£19,305 

£17,440 

£1,865 

Mokka X 1.4 Design Nav Amber Orange 

£19,635 

£17,770 

£1,865 

Mokka X 1.4 Design Nav Absolute Red Spare 

£18,755 

£16,890 

£1,865 


MokkaXI.4 Design Nav Amber Orange. 

MokkaX1.4 Design Nav Absolute Red Spare... 

MokkaX1.4 Design Nav Amber Orange Metallic. 

MokkaX1.4 Design Nav Amber Orange Metallic. 

Mokka X 1.4 Design Nav Quantum Grey Metallic 
Mokka X 1.6 CDTI Auto Design Nav Olympic White.... 

Mokka 1.4T Exclusiv 4X4 Flare Red. 

Mokka 1.4T Exclusiv Sovereign Metallic 

Mokka 1.4Techline Black Carbon Metallic. 

Mokka 1.6115 Exclusiv White. 

Mokka 1.6115 Exclusiv Carbon Metallic 

Mokka 1,6115 Exclusiv Flare Red Choice of 2. 

Mokka 1.6115 Exclusiv White 

Viva 1.0 SL Red. 

Cascade 1.4 Elite White 
Adam Energised Carbon 


List 

Picador 


Price 

Price 

SAVE 

.£20.420 

£18,555 

£1,865 

£18,755 

£16,890 

£1,865 

£19,305 

£17,440 

£1,865 

£19,635 

£17,770 

£1,865 

£19,305 

£17,440 

£1,865 

£21,605 

£19,740 

£1,865 

.£21,889 

£16,595 

£5,294 

£20,069 

£14,540 

£5,529 

£18,069 

£15,495 

£2,574 

£19,224 

£13,865 

£5,359 

£19,494 

£14,135 

£5,359 

£19,224 

£13,865 

£5,359 

£19,224 

£13,865 

£5,359 

£10,150 

£8,580 

£1,570 

£29,385 

£21,385 £8,000 

£14,265 

£10,995 £3,270 


Corsa 1.4 3dr Ltd Edition 90 Ps Grasshopper Metallic. 

Corsa 1.4 3dr Energy Auto 90Ps Shny Rock Metallic. 

Corsa 1.4 Energy A/C 5dr White 

Corsa 1.4 Energy A/C 5dr Black Metallic Choice of 4. 

Corsa 1.4 Sting 3dr Lava Red 

Corsa 1.4 Sting 3dr Quantum Grey Metallic Choice of 2... 

Corsa 1.4 Sting 3dr Mineral Black Metallic. 

Corsa 1.4 Sting 3dr Mineral Black Metallic. 

Viva 1.0 SE Absolute Red Choice of 2 
Viva 1.0 SE Olympic White. 

Viva 1.0 SE Pastel Green Choice of 2 
Viva 1.0 SE Sparkling Blue Metallic 
Viva 1.0 SE Olympic White. 

Viva 1.0 SE A/C Pastel Green 

Viva 1.0 SL Quantum Grey Metallic 

Viva 1.0 SL Mystic Violet Metallic Spare. 


Specification and options will vary for every model so call your local Picador 
branch to find out more about the vehicle you’re interested in. 


List 

Picador 


Price 

Price 

SAVE 

.£16,110 

£12,350 £3,760 

£15,650 

£11,650 £4,000 

£14,365 

£11,270 

£3,095 

£14,645 

£11,550 

£3,095 

£10,440 

£8,280 

£2,160 

£10,710 

£8,550 

£2,160 

£10,710 

£8,550 

£2,160 

£10,710 

£8,550 

£2,160 

£9,250 

£8,080 

£1,170 

£9,250 

£8,080 

£1,170 

£8,965 

£7,795 

£1,170 

£9,520 

£8,350 

£1,170 

£9,250 

£8,080 

£1,170 

£9,460 

£8,290 

£1,170 

£10,420 

£9,250 

£1,170 

£10,530 

£9,350 

£1,180 


Picador Southampton 

023 8008 3707 

Portsmouth Road, ShoLing, 
Southampton 5019 9RP 


Picador Chandlers Ford 

023 8008 3479 

Bournemouth Road, 

Chandlers Ford S053 3AQ 


www.picadorplc.co.uk 


Picador Winchester 

01962 388702 

Easton Lane, Winnall, 
Winchester 5023 7RQ 


Get More At Picador 


Picador Lyndhurst 

023 80082889 

Romsey Road, Lyndhurst 
5043 7AR 



VAUXHALL 
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^Tetoellers! & #emmolo 

86 High St. Winchest^ 


On-site workshop 
specialising in all 
jewellery repairs, 
restoration & 
alteration work. 


.offbrdandsons.coAik 


iJbv 


DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO NEEDS OR DESERVES A 
FABULOUS HOME MAKEOVER? 

A brand new prime-time show - 
is looking to transform the homes 
of seifiess, deserving peopie. 

They could be, long term pillars of the 
community, local heroes, charity fundraisers, 
fabulous lollipop ladies or even 
extraordinary survivors - if they could do with 
an architect designed home make-over - 
we want to know about them! 

If you wish to nominate someone for a 
home makeover or to apply yourself please 
email homes@spungold.tv.com 

Or call 0207 065 6945 


UNSPOILT VIEWS. NOT SPOILED V Thomson 

BY A DRIVE TO LONDON. 

The Amalfi Coast, now direct from Bournemouth Airport 



WELCOME TO THE 

WORLD OF 


®abta 


Please see www.thomson.co.uk or the relevant brochure for full booking terms and conditions that apply. All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays featured are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and 
check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions for further information or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate. ATOL 2524. ABTA 
V5126. Thomson is a trading name of TUI UK Limited, a member of the TUI Group of companies, registered in England and Wales under number 2830117 and whose registered office is at TUI Travel House, Crawley Business Quarter, Fleming Way, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 9QL. 
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Burton ease 
drop fears 

Burton 2 Norwich 1 

MICHAEL Kightly scored his 
third goai in three games as 
Burton moved four points ciear 
of the Sky Bet Championship 
reiegation zone with a 2-1 win 
over piay-off chasing Norwich. 

Kightiy’s deiightfui iob from just 
outside the area proved decisive, 
with his strike coming minutes 
after Cameron Jerome had 
contentiousiy ieveiied for the 
Canaries, canceiiing out Cauiey 
Woodrow’s first-haif opener. 

Loan signings Woodrow and 
Kightiy were the goaiscorers in 
Burton’s iast game at the Pireiii 
Stadium against Woives - aiso a 
2-1 win - and this iatest offering 
snapped Norwich’s six-match 
unbeaten run. 

It was a victory that Aibion 
deserved for another hard 
working performance to ieave 
Norwich seven points adrift of 
sixth-piaced Sheffieid 
Wednesday. 

Steven Whittaker’s iast-gasp 
chaiienge denied Jackson Irvine 
from ciose range as Burton made 
an enterprising start whiie at the 
other end Jerome curied just 
wide. 

Woodrow made the 
breakthrough in the 25th minute, 
providing a simpie finish after 
good work by feiiow Fuiham 
ioanee Lasse Vigen Christensen. 

The Danish midfieider chased 
down what iooked iike a iost 
cause when Tom Nayior hoisted a 
iong baii up the wing and with 
oniy John Ruddy to beat, 
Christensen iaid a simpie baii into 
the path of Woodrow to net for the 
second home game in a row. 

The visitors were on the front 
foot for the remainder of the first 
haif but it was not untii six 
minutes after the intervai that 
they equaiised. 

Jerome’s 51st-minute equaiiser 
owed a iot to good fortune when 
he diverted Whittaker’s wiidiy 
wayward shot into the net with 
Burton adamant that it was the 
outstretched arm of the 
experienced striker that got the 
vitai touch. 

Aibion were oniy behind for four 
minutes before Kightiy struck his 
third in three games for the 
Brewers since joining on transfer 
deadiine day on ioan from 
Burniey. 

Woodrow sent Kightiy on his 
way towards goai and an 
outstanding first touch from the 
winger took him past Russeii 
Martin before he beat the 
advancing Ruddy with a superb 
20-yard chipped effort. 

Substitute Lioyd Dyer 
squandered a chance to give 
Aibion the breathing space of a 
two-goai iead when he fired over 
with seven minutes remaining 
after industrious work on the right 
from feiiow substitute Luke 
Varney, making his home debut 
for the ciub. 

Late pressure from Norwich 
inevitabiy came and they couid 
feei aggrieved that they were 
denied a penaity at the death 
when substitute Wes Hooiahan 
seemed to be barged over in the 
box. 

Referee Lee Probert saw 
nothing untoward and a third 
ieague victory of 2017 was 
secured for Burton. 


Unbeaten streak 
still on for PSC 

Mike 7^ 



Peter Symonds' Sam Jerram, left, and Itchen goalkeeper George Beavis, who pulled off a string of fine saves. 


PETER Symonds kept alive their 
prospects of completing an un¬ 
beaten Hampshire Colleges 
League title defence when they 
clawed back a two-goal deficit to 
draw 2-2 at Itchen this week. 

It looked curtains for the 
defending champions when 
Will Gage and Sam Woodward 
put Itchen two-up inside 12 min¬ 
utes. 

But instead of wrapping the 
game up, Itchen proceeded to 
squander a net-full of chanc¬ 
es - and predictably paid the 
penalty 

The influential Harry Bayles 
and Max Kirwan scored for Sy¬ 
monds either side of half-time to 
ensure the Winchester side re¬ 
mained unbeaten after ten games 
and on course for a second con¬ 
secutive championship. 

Itchen (30 points), in fact, went 
into the half-term break with a 
slender one-point lead at the top, 
but the 2-2 draw in midweek was 
the only blemish in Symonds’ oth¬ 
erwise perfect record. 

The two previous matches be¬ 
tween the sides this season pro¬ 
duced 19 goals - PSC winning 7-4 
in the AOC Cup and 5-3 in the 
league. 

But for all those missed chances 
and the performances of the re¬ 
spective ‘keepers George Beavis 
(Itchen) and PSC’s Sam Jerram, 
pictured, there would have been 
another goal deluge in the Middle 
Road mud. 

The chance sprinkled affair cer¬ 
tainly whetted the appetite for the 
Peter Munro Cup final showdown 
between the pair at Sparsholt Col¬ 
lege on April 5. 

A 20-yarder from Gage and low 
shot from Pompey hopeful Sam 
Woodward put Itchen in the driv¬ 
ing seat before Jack Wilson drove 
just inches wide. 

It was game on when Bayles 
pulled a goal back for Peter Sy¬ 
monds’ before half-time; but for 
one smart save by Beavis the visi¬ 
tors might have been level at the 
break. 

A nasty shin injury sustained 
by Tom Steggall reduced an 
already stretched PSC to ten 
men. 

With an opposing midfield war¬ 
rior absent, Itchen ought to have 
seized their chance - but Nick 
Yeomans wasted a golden chance 
and then RFC sponsored Jerram 
made a low diving save which 


turned the match. 

Soon after, Kirwan pounced on 
an Itchen defensive mix-up and 
Symonds’ were level. 

Itchen coach James Taylor, 
who knows a thing or two about 
goal-scoring from his prolific 
non-league days, almost tore his 
hair out as his side bungled one 
chance after another. 


Itchen’s Jake Willis-Dellimore 
collected a second yellow card 
for dissent: he had previously 
been booked for a late challenge, 
accompanying three of his team¬ 
mates into the book. 

Still the chances came and went 
on the greasy surface, with Kir¬ 
wan almost winning it for Peter 
Symonds. 


By the end, both sides had blown 
themselves out - with Itchen rue- 
ing their profligate finishing for 
not winning it. 

Farnborough, roundly thumped 
5-1 by PSC in the Peter Munro Cup 
semi-final, bounced back with 
a 9-1 mauling of Queen Mary’s, 
Jake Wilson scoring four of the 
goals. 
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Athletico win derby to reach county final 


Athletico Romsey are through to the final of 
the Hampshire FA Sunday Junior C Cup. 

They came from 1-0 down at half-time to 
win 4-1 at OTs & Romsey thanks to goals from 
John Munday James Bench-Parker, Eliott 
Moody and Marcus McCartney Oliver Jordan 
had put OTs ahead. 

Athletico will face Ford in the final after 
they thumped Nemesis 7-2. Ben Hatcher 
twice replied for Nemesis, who were 5-1 down 
at half-time. 


1 Chamberlayne Athletic’s Hampshire FA 
Sunday Senior Cup dream is over. Louis 
Lemessieur scored twice as they were beaten 
3-2 at home by Basingstoke club Tron. 

Barway are through to the Hampshire FA 
Sunday Junior ‘B’ Cup semi finals after a 2-1 
home win over Fareham Park Rangers. Em- 
lyn Jones struck both Barway goals. 

Mottisfont were blitzed 6-0 at home by AFC 
Trades. 

Winsor are also out after losing on penalties 


at home to Denmead. Following a 2-2 draw - 
Liam Dwyer and Brett Withey on target - Win¬ 
sor lost 4-3 on spot-kicks. 

In the City of Southampton’s D.R. Ryder 
Trophy, Eastpoint are through to the semi fi¬ 
nals after a 2-1 win at AFC Spitfire. Dan Brun- 
nen and Darren Brown netted with Tim Mel- 
huish replying. 

Bitterne Ducks won 5-1 at Marchwood with 
goals from Chris Pye (2), Michael Thomas, 
Luke Richards and Andy White. 


McLean hits three in 
table-toppers clash 


Lincoln McLean fired a hat-trick 
for leaders Crusaders in their top- 
of-the-table City of Southampton 
Sunday League Premier Division 
tussle with Itchen Saints. 

But a 3-3 draw suited second 
placed Itchen more than it did 
Crusaders. Itchen remain two 
points adrift of the table-toppers, 
but have a game in hand. 

RS Nomansland moved level on 
points with Senior Division lead¬ 
ers Boyatt Wood after a 3-0 win at 
AFC Riverside. 

On target were Ben Dawkins, 
Dan Sanders and Paul Clark, 
though Boyatt have a game in 
hand. 

Sam Barton, Rob Elder, Matt 
Watson and Jack Donaghey net¬ 
ted as CDA won 4-1 at home to 
Testlands, for whom Rob King 
replied. 

• Bishops are the new leaders 
in Junior Division 1. 

While they were completing an 
expected victory over rock bot¬ 
tom AFC Carpeting, former table- 
toppers AFC Soton were being 
held 2-2 at Durley. 

Aiden Collins and Manraj 
Birring netted for AFC Soton. 

Kev Stone scored a hat-trick for 
Bishhops in their 6-1 win, with 
Tyler Childs, Craig Vincent and 
Paul Tanner also netting. Dar¬ 
ren Martin replied for a Carpet¬ 
ing side who have lost all of their 
nine games, scoring just three 
and conceding 71. 

• Fawley remain six points 
clear in Junior Division 2. 

They won 3-0 at Fryern with 
goals from Damo Craven, Matt 
Swartz-Mabey and Andy Long- 
land. 

Second placed AFC Portswood 
kept up the challenge with a 
2-0 success at Hunters Inn. and 
Nick Malcolm. Mitch Young had 
put Curbridge into a half-time 
lead. 

• Liam Fielder hit a hat-trick 


Spitfires' Sam Togwell in action against Tranmere Rovers. Turn to page 2 for match report. Picture: Stuart Martin 


as Bridge Manor moved to within 
three points of Junior Divsion 3 
leaders AFC Spitfire. 

He netted all his side’s goals in a 
3-1 home win over Royale Marine. 
Kieran Reed had made it 1-1 at 
half-time. 

Davis Chainey and an own 
goal were on targer as Forest 
Home drew 2-2 with Romsey Com¬ 


rades. 

• John Hancock, Matt Hindle 
and Ollie Winter scored as Bed¬ 
ford Arms won 3-1 at Mayfield 
Rovers in Junior Division 4. 

RS Nomansland Reserves 
moved off the bottom with a 3-2 
home victory over Southampton 
United. 


Joe Sullivan, Scott Roberts and 
Ruben Sampaio netted with Na¬ 
than Arnold and James Fitzpat¬ 
rick replying. 

James Newman fired a hat-trick 
as Sholing Monks caned White- 
heart United 4-1. Luke Newman 
also scored with Ryan Nobes re¬ 
plying. 


Goodwill 

goal 

hunting 

William Cox was Banister 
Park’s hat-trick hero 
in a 7-4 home win over 
Burridge in Junior 
Division 5. 

Mark Sellen (2,1 
penalty), Harry Parker and 
Connor Cook also scored, 
with Dave Middleton (2), 
Andy Graham and an own 
goal replying. 

Sam Driscoll was another 
three-goal star, his treble 
helping Sporting Compass 
beat AFC Mayflower 4-2. 
Ben Driscoll also netted 
with Callum Wookey 
(penalty) and Connor 
Brown replying. 

A.F.C. Itchen romped to 
a 6-1 home win over Cricks 
AFC with Dan Collinson 
(2), Roland Ryan (2), Conor 
McManus and Glen Vandy 
on target. Mark Turnbull 
replied. 

Ben Baddams struck 
four times as Testlands 
Reserves thumped third 
placed Chamberlayne 
Athletic A’ 7-2 in Junior 
Division 

Dean Laxton, Nick 
Raybould and an own 
goal were also on target 
as Testlands moved 12 
points clear at the top - 
but nearest rivals AFC 
Forestside do have four 
matches in hand and a 
superior goal difference. 

Ben Finn and Liam 
Carter replied for 
Chamberlanye. 

Southern Sports caned 
Park Gate Panthers 9-2 
with goals from Karl 
Davis (3), Dailam Fard 
(2), Dan Hammond (2), 
Amish Morjaria and Pete 
McColm. The score had 
been 2-2 at half-time. Ryan 
Jackson and Jonny Pipes 
replied. 

Hamwic Rovers netted 
through Pawel Burdzy 
(2), Daniel Stockley 
Oliver Clifton and Maciek 
Szumski in a 5-2 home 
win over A.F.C. Itchen 
Reserves. 

Hat-tricks 

A.F.C. Forestside stormed 
into the semi finals of 
the Charlie Godden 
Trophy with an 8-0 win at 
Riverside Rangers.both 
scored hat-tricks with Josh 
Metcalfe and Liam Golding 
also on target. 

Aaron Blaxall (2) and 
Sam Bessant scored as 
Portswood United Reserves 
won 3-1 at home to AFC 
Hedge End Town. Paul 
Judd replied. 
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SAINTS FIXTURES 201^7 


August 

Sat 13 Watford (h) 

D 1-1 

1 

Forster 

2 

Cedric+ 

3 

Targett 

4 

Van Dijk 

5 

Yoshida 

6 

Romeu 

7 

Davis 

8 9 

= W-Prowse *Long 

10 11 

Tadic Redmond 1 

12 13 

+Pied =Hojbjerg 

14 

*Austin 

Fri 19 Man Utd (a) 

LI-2 

Forster 

Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu* 

Hjojberg 

Davis= 

Austin 

Long+ Redmond 

+Rodriguez ^Austin 

*Clasie 

Sat 27 Sunderland (h) 

D1-1 

Forster 

Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Hjojberg* 

Davis 

Austin^ 

Tadic+ Redmond 

+Long ^Rodriguez 

*W-Prowse 

September 

Sat 10 Arsenal (a) 

LI-2 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic1= Rodriguez+ Redmond 

+Long = W-Prowse 

*Hjojberg 

Thurs 15 Sp Prague (Eur Lge) (h) W 3-0 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu= 

W-Prowse 

Hjojberg Tadic* 

Austin 2+ Long 

+Rodriguez1 = Davis 

*Redmond 

Sun 18 Swansea (h) 

W1-0 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Long+ Redmond 

+Hjojberg ^Martina 

*Austin1 

Wed 21 C Palace (Lge Cup, H) 

W2-0 

McCarthy Martina 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

W-Prowse 

Reed 

Clasie 

Heskethi* 

Austin1+ Long= 

+Redmond =Tadic 

‘Hjojberg 

Sun 25 West Ham (a) 

W3-0 

Forster 

Soares+ 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg 

Tadid* 

Austin1= Redmond 

+Martina =Long ” 

'W-Prowse 1 

Thurs 29 Hapoel (Europa Lge) (a) D 0-0 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu W-Prowse 

Clasie 

Hesketh+ 

Long Redmond^ 

+Tadic = Hjojberg 



October 


Sun 2 Leicester (a) 

DO-0 

Forster Soares+ Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Austin^ Redmond + Martina =W-Prowse *Long 

Sun 16 Burnley (h) 

W3-1 

Forster Martina 

1 Targett+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie 

Tadic 

Austin2= Redmondl* +McQueen ^Rodriguez *W-Pr 

Thurs 20 Inter (Europa Lge, a) 

LO-1 

Forster Martina 

1 McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Pr Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Long+ Rodriguez^ +Austin =Davis ‘Boufal 

Sun 23 Man City (a) 

D1-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie+ 

Tadic* 

Austin^ Redmondl +Hojbjerg =W-Prowse * Boufal 

Wed 26 Sunderland (Lge Cup, h) W 1-0 

McCarthy Stephens McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Reed + 

W-Prowse BoufaH 

lsgrove= 

Hojbjerg Rodrigeuz* +Clasie =Redmond 

Sun 30 Chelsea (h) 

LO-2 

Forster Martina 

Bertrand+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Austin Redmond +McQueen ^Hojbjerg ‘Boufal 

November 











Thurs 3 Inter (Europa Lge) (h) 

W2-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk1 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Rodriguez= 

Redmond +Davis ^Austin 

Sat 6 Hull (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie= 

Tadic+ 

Austini 

Redmond* +Boufal =Rodriguez *JWP 

Sat 19 Liverpool (h) 

DO-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal= 

Austin* 

Redmond + Reed =Long ‘Rodriguez 

Thur 24 Sp Prague (Eur Lge, a) 

LO-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasie+ 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg= 

Long 

Rodriguez* 

Redmond +Austin =Boufal ‘Romeu 

Sun 27 Everton (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Sims+ 

Austin1= 

Redmond* +McQueen =Long ‘Clasie 

Wed 30 Arsenal (League Cup, a) W 2-0 

Forster Martina 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasiel 

Davis Reed+ 

Boufal= 

Long 

McQueen +Hojbjerg =Sims 

December 











Sat 3 Crystal Palace (a) 

LO-3 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal 

= Austin* 

Redmond +Sims =Long ‘McQueen 

Thurs 8 Hapoel (Europa Lge, h) 

D1-1 

Forster Cedric 

Bernard 

Van Dijk1 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg+ 

Sims* 

Austin= 

Redmond + W-Prowse =Long ‘Tadic 

Sun 11 Middlesbrough (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Clasie+ 

Boufal1= 

Rodriguez 

Tadic* +Long =Davis ‘Redmond 

Wed 14 Stoke (a) 

DO-0 

Forster Martina* 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Davis 

Boufal 

Long+ 

Redmond= +Rodriguez =Tadic ‘McQueen 

Sun 18 Bournemouth (a) 

W3-1 

Forster Soares 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

Hojbjerg Clasie 

Boufal* 

Rodriguez2= 

Redmond +Davis = Long * Tadic 

Wed 28 Tottenham (h) 

LI-4 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk1 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Davis+ 

Boufal= 

Rodriguez* 

Redmond +Long = Hojbjerg ‘Tadic 

Sat 31 West Brom (h) 

LI-2 

Forster Martina+ 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Hojbjerg= Davis 

Boufal 

Long1 

Tadic* +W-Prowse =Rodriguez ‘Sims 

January 











Mon 2 Everton (a) 

LO-3 

Forster Soares+ 

McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Clasie= 

Tadic* 

Rodriguez 

Redmond +Stephens =Long ‘Boufal 

Sat 7 Norwich (FAC, a) 

D2-2 

Lewis Stephens 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic 

Long= 

Sims* +Romeu =Rodriguez ‘Redmond 

Wed 11 Liverpool (LC, h) 

W1-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie= Davis+ 

Tadic 

Rodriguez* 

Redmondl +W-Prowse =Hojbjerg ‘Long 

Sat 14 Burnley (a) 

LO-1 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Long 

Redmond= +Rodriguez =Sims 

Wed 18 Norwich (FAC, h) 

W1-0 

Lewis Martina 

McQueen 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse Clasie 

Sims 

Long1 

Rodriguez= +Romeu =Redmond 

Sat 21 Leicester (h) 

W3-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida+ 

Romeu 

J W-Prowsel Hojbjerg+ 

= Tadid 

Rodriguezi* 

Redmond +Stephens =Clasie ‘Long 

Wed 25 Liverpool (LC, a) 

W1-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse= Davis 

Tadic 

Rodriguez+ 

Redmond* +Long =Hojbjerg *Sims 

Sat 28 Arsenal (FAC) (h) 

LO-5 

Lewis Martina 

McQueen 

Stephens 

Gardos 

Reed 

Clasie Hojbjerg 

Sims 

Long = 

lsgrove+ +Tadic =Redmond 

Tues 31 Swansea (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie Davis 

Tadic+ 

Long1 

Redmond= +Boufal ==McQueen 

February 











Sat 4 West Ham (h) 

LI-3 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Proswse Davis 

Gabbiadinil Boufal+ 

Rodriguez= +Long =Redmond 

Sat 11 Sunderland (a) 

W4-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Davis Gabbiandini2= Tadic+ 

Redmond +Hojbjerg =Long1 


Sun 26 Man Utd (LC final) (n) 

March 

Sat 4 Watford (a) 

Sat 11 Man Utd (h) 

Sat 18 Tottenham (a) 

April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth (h) 

Wed 5 Crystal Palace (h) 

Sat 8 West Brom (a) 

Sat 15 Man City (h) 

Sat 22 Chelsea (a) 

Sat 29 Hull (h) 

May 

Sat 6 Liverpool (a) 

Sat 13 Middlesbrough (a) 

Sun 21 Stoke (h) 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 


GOSPORTBOROUGH 

POOLE TOWN 


AFCTOTTON 


SALISBURY 


WINCHESTER 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


August 






Division 1 South & West 


Division 1 South & West 


Division 1 South & West 


6Guiseley(H) 

W2-1 

August 


August 








9 Braintree (A) 

D1-1 

6 Maidenhead United (a) 

LO-3 

6 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

LO-4 

August 


August 


August 


13 Tranmere (A) 

LI-2 

9 Truro City (h) 

W3-1 

9 Maidenhead United (H) 

W1-0 

6 Hereford (H) 

LI-2 

6 Evesham Utd (H) 

W1-0 

6 Slimbridge (A) 

L3-5 

16 Dover (H) 

L2-4 

13 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

W3-1 

13 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

W1-0 

9 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

LO-1 

10 Winchester City (A) 

L24 

10 Salisbury (H) 

W4-2 

20 Wrexham (A) 

DO-0 

16 Dartford (A) 

DO-0 

16Weston-Super-Mare (A) 

DO-0 

13 North Leigh (A) 

W3-2 

13 Taunton Town (A) 

L1-3 

13 Mangotsfield United (H) 

LO-2 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

W2-0 

20 East Thurrock United (A) 

LI-5 

20 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

16 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-6 

16 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

W4-1 

16 Didcot Town (A) 

LO-4 

29 Bromley (A) 

W5-0 

27 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

LO-1 

27 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) W 4-2 

27 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

L2-3 

27 Mangotsfield United (H) 

W2-1 

27 Tiverton Town (H) 

L04 



29 Oxford City (A) 

W2-1 

29 Bath City (H) 

W1-0 

29 Salisbury (H) 

LO-4 

29AFCTotton (A) 

W40 

29 Wimborne Town (A) 

D2-2 

September 












3 North Ferriby (H) 

W2-0 

September 


September 


September 


September 


September 


10 Southport (H) 

D1-1 

3 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

W1-0 

3 Wealdstone (A) 

D2-2 

10 Evesham United (A) 

DO-0 

10 Bideford (H) 

D44 

10 Hereford (H) 

LO-2 

13 Forest Green (A) 

D1-1 

6 Hampton & RB (H) 

D1-1 

6 St Albans City (A) 

LO-4 

24 Shortwood United (A) 

LI-2 

24 Yate Town (A) 

LI-3 

24 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W4-1 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

W1-0 

lOHungerfordTown (A) 

D3-3 

10 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

D1-1 

27 Wimborne Town (H) 

LI-6 

27DidcotTown (H) 

W3-2 

27 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

24 Sutton (H) 

W2-1 

13 Bath City (A) 

04 

13 Truro City (A) 

DO-0 









24 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

24 Welling United (H) 

W2-1 

October 


October 


October 


October 






lYateTown(H) 

D1-1 

15 Slimbridge (A) 

LI-2 

15 Didcot (H) 

W3-1 

1 Woking (A) 

D3-3 

October 


October 


15 Tiverton Town (A) 

L2-3 

18 North Leigh (A) 

L2-3 

18 Shortwood (A) 

LI-2 

4 Maidstone (H) 

W3-0 

8 St. Albans City (A) 

LI-2 

8 Hampton & Richmond (A) 

W2-0 

22 Slimbridge(H) 

W3-1 

22 Barnstaple Town (H) 

W5-0 

22 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-3 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

LO-1 

15 Chelmsford City (H) 

LO-6 

15 Oxford City (H) 

LI-3 

25DidcotTown (A) 

L2-3 



26 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

LI-2 

22 Lincoln (A) 

DO-0 

22Wealdstone (H) 

LI-3 

22 Hungerford Town (A) 

W1-0 



November 




25 Torquay (H) 

W3-0 

29 Hemel Hempstead Tn (A) 

W2-1 

29 East Thurrock United (H) 

D1-1 

November 


5 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W5-1 

November 


29 Barrow (A) 

L04 





5 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W2-1 

12 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-2 

5 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

W2-0 



November 


November 


12 Mangotsfield United (A) 

LO-3 

19 Taunton Town (H) 

W5-2 

16 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

November 


5 Welling United (H) 

D1-1 

5 Chelmsford City (H) 

W4-0 

19 North Leigh (H) 

LO-3 

26 Evesham Utd (A) 

L2-3 



12 York (H) 

D1-1 

12 Weston-super-Mare (A) 

D1-1 

12 Concord Rangers (A) 

L2-3 

23 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

DO-0 



December 


19 Gateshead (A) 

D2-2 

19 Concord Rangers (H) 

L2-5 

19 Whitehawk (H) 

W3-1 

26 Hereford (A) 

LO-5 

December 


3 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W3-1 

22 Aldershot (A) 

W1-0 





29 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

LI-2 

3 Hereford (A) 

LI-3 

10 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W3-1 

26 Chester (H) 

LO-3 

December 


December 




6 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

W5-0 

14 Yate (H) 

W 1-0 

29 Maidstone (A) 

LI-2 

3 Whitehawk (A) 

D4-4 

3 Dartford (A) 

LI-2 

December 


10 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W1-0 

17 Bideford (A) 

W2-1 



17 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

LO-2 

17 Wealdstone (H) 

D1-1 

3 Wantage Town (H) 

D2-2 

17 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W3-1 

21 Slimbridge (H) 

W7-0 

December 


26 Poole Town (H) 

LO-2 

26 Gosport Borough (A) 

W2-0 

10 Bideford (A) 

DO-0 

20 Paulton (A) 

W3-0 

26 Wimborne Town (H) 

LO-1 

17 Southport (A) 

L3-4 





13 Taunton (H) 

LI-3 

26AFCTotton(H) 

W2-0 



26 Boreham Wood (H) 

D2-2 

January 


January 


17 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W1-0 



January 




2 Poole Town (A) 

LO-7 

2 Gosport Borough (H) 

W7-0 

26 Salisbury (A) 

LO-2 

January 


2AFCTotton (A) 

W3-1 

January 


7 Hungerford Town (A) 

L14 

7 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

DO-0 



2 Wimborne Town (A) 

W1-0 

7 Shortwood Utd(H) 

W43 

1 Boreham Wood (A) 

W1-0 

24 East Thurrock (H) 

LI-5 

14 Margate (A) 

W2-0 

January 


7 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

11 Evesham (A) 

LI-3 

10 Forest Green (H) 

D1-1 

28 Maidenhead United (H) 

LO-2 

28 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

LO-2 

2 Winchester City (H) 

LI-3 

14 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

14 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W2-1 

21 Sutton (A) 

D1-1 





7 Taunton Town (A) 

LO-5 

28 Yate Town (H) 

W4-0 

28 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W1-0 

28 Woking (H) 

LO-1 

February 


February 


14 Barnstaple Town (H) 

D1-1 







11 Dartford (H) 

L04 

4 Maidenhead United (A) 

D1-1 

28 Shortwood United (H) 

W2-0 

February 


February 


February 


18 Eastbourne Borough 

(A) 

7 St Albans (H) 

W1-0 



4 Didcot Town (A) 

W1-0 

4 Wantage Town (H) 

W3-0 

11 Guiseley (A) 

D1-1 

25 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

11 Weston-Super-Mare(H) 

W2-0 

February 


11 Slimbridge (H) 

W3-0 

11 North Leigh (A) 

LO-2 

14 Braintree (H) 

LO-2 



18 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

4 Wimborne Town (A) 

LO-3 

18 Swindon Supermarine 

(A) 

14 Mangotsfield (A) 

D3-3 

18 Tranmere 

(H) 

March 


25 East Thurrock United 

(A) 

11 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-3 

25 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

18 Evesham Utd 

(H) 

21 Macclesfield 

(H) 

4Wealdstone 

(A) 



18YateTown 

(A) 



25 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

25 Dover 

(A) 

11 Margate 

(A) 

March 


25DidcotTown 

(H) 

March 




28 Aldershot 

(H) 

18 St. Albans City 

(H) 

4 Hungerford Town 

(H) 



4 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

March 




21 Bath City 

(H) 

11 Welling United 

(A) 

March 


11 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

4 Taunton Town 

(H) 

March 


25 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

18 Hamptons Richmond 

(H) 

4 Slimbridge 

(A) 

18 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

11 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

4 York 

(A) 



21 Truro City 

(H) 

11 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

25 Hereford 

(H) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

11 Barrow 

(H) 

April 


25 Oxford City 

(A) 

18 Mangotsfield United 

(H) 



25 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

18 Chester 

(A) 

1 Weston-super-Mare 

(H) 



25 Wantage Town 

(A) 

April 




21 Torquay 

(A) 

8 Welling United 

(A) 

April 




1 Shortwood Utd 

(A) 

April 


25 Gateshead 

(H) 

14 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

1 Concord Rangers 

(H) 

April 


8 Wantage Town 

(H) 

1 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 



17 Oxford City 

(H) 

8 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

1 Bideford 

(H) 

15 Mangotsfield Utd 

(A) 

8 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

April 


22 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

15 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

8 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

17 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

15 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

1 Dagenham & Red 

(A) 

29 Whitehawk 

(H) 

17 Bath City 

(A) 

15 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

22 Bideford 

(A) 

17AFCTotton 

(H) 

8 Lincoln 

(H) 



22 Whitehawk 

(A) 

17 Winchester City 

(A) 



22 Hereford 

(A) 

14 North Ferriby 

(A) 



29 Dartford 

(H) 

22 Evesham 

(H) 





17 Bromley 

(H) 











22 Solihull Moors 

(A) 











29 Wrexham 

(H) 
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Est. Korea 1954 


5 YEAR WARRANTY 




2.2 L engine 400Nnn torque 


Bransgore Garage, Ringwood Road, Bransgore, BH23 8JQ 

www.thinkingofcars.co.uk 01425 672416 


From a simple door swap to a 
full replacement kitchen... 


FREE SERVICING UNTIL 2020 


Justif^paying theex^nsiye price tag that conwsj|y^R 
Now you can by just swapping the doors andlwoSlSj} 

Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 

Selection of luxury flooring now available 

DREAM DOORS" ^ 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

MENTION THIS ADVERT for your FREE QUOTE 
&/or senior citizen discount 

Call Jane on 02380 274413 


^ CIlMfcAtrad&o 


Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 
Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA- FREE PARKING 


YEARS 

FREE 

SERVICING 


KORANDO 
1 £ 16 , 250 * 


TIVOLI 

£ 12.950 


YEAR 

LIMITLESS 

MILEAGE 

WARRANTY 


Think Cars Ltd 


SSANGYONG 


Make a difference - join Dorset Healthcare 


Ever thought about working for the NHS? 

Or maybe you already work in the health sector, and want to take your career in a 
new direction? 

You may not have heard of Dorset Healthcare. But you, or people you know, could 
well have used one of our 12 community hospitals. Your family may have been 
helped by our health visiting service, district nurses or occupational therapists. 


Like all parts of the NHS, we desperately need nurses, therapists and healthcare 
workers. 

But caring for people involves lots of different elements. If you have experience in 
finance, IT, estate management, catering, housekeeping, business admin and other 
professions, you can provide the invaluable support our frontline clinical staff need. 

Go to www.joindhc.co.uk for more details. 


You may know someone who has received vital support for addiction, chronic pain, 
brain injury or mental illness, or who was given precious end of life care. 

Dorset Healthcare employs more than 5,500 staff, all focused on making lives better. 
We care for people when they are unwell, support their recovery and give them the 
knowledge and confidence to stay as healthy as possible. 

It's a challenging task, but very rewarding. And you can help people in a surprising 
variety of ways. 


You can meet some of our staff and find out more about working for Dorset 
Healthcare during an open day at Bournemouth University's Executive Business 
Centre, on Holdenhurst Road, from 9am-4.30pm on Saturday, 18 March. A variety 
of services, clinical and non-clinical, will be represented. Please come along and 
learn more about the opportunities we have available. 



We all play a part in helping 


Make a move, make a difference - join Dorset Healthcare. www.joindhc.co.uk/Careers 


Sjoindhc 
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SolutionsDental 


SAME DAY TEETH 

Licensed Centre 








Fear of the dentist? 
Worried about your smile? 

Sedation dentistry and Same Day Teeth have been developed for people who have a genuine fear 
or anxiety that prevents them from going to the dentist. Get the same day smile you want with his 
revolutionary technique that means we can provide a new arch of comfortable, natural-looking teeth - 
fixed in place using dental implants - in just one day, without your anxiety getting in the way. 

Sedation is delivered by our Consultant Anaesthetists and experienced Dentists, with patient safety and 
comfort our top priority. Relax and let the team take care of everything. 


Louise's Story 

I love my teeth, I cannot stop 
smiling and my confidence 
has now been restored in full. 

I've had a fear of dentists since my teens. 
However, I knew I had a problem and I had 
to find a sympathetic dentist. 

I went for my first consultation with the 
Same Day Teeth team. I was very nervous 
but they put me completely at ease. They 
understood my major fears, and I had all 
the information for the solutions they could 
offer me. And to know that I was talking 
to the people that would make my teeth, 
as well as fit them, made it very easy to 
communicate my wishes. 

I have gone through all the stages and have 
ended up with my fabulous implants and 
teeth fixed in place on the same day! 


Susan's Story 

I now enjoy going out with my 
family and friends and better 
still, I laugh! 

I was the woman who kept in the background, 
hiding myself away from people. I was the one 
who talked to others with one hand across my 
lower face, I always felt embarrassed eating 
out so would make excuses and not go. I became 
introverted with very little confidence in myself. 

The Same Day Teeth team have put sunshine 
into my everyday life. I was always afraid of the 
dentist because of a few horrendous treatments 
in my earlier days. This was so different. They 
are not only completely professional, but gentle, 
kind and most importantly honest, explaining 
each treatment before the event. 

I cannot thank them enough, they have changed 
my life. 


Join us on our Discovery Days! Thursday 23rd February 2017 

Tel: 01962 657 534 


www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, Winchester S022 6RN 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 • Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 
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SPORTS PINK 



What to expect from 
new England skipper 



Test captain Joe Root and 
England are about to em¬ 
bark on an uncertain path, 
but one with rich promise 
as well as possible pitfalls. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
considers some of the 


By David 

Clough 

questions which will be an¬ 
swered in the months and 


years to come. 

WHAT'S HIS STYLE 
OF CAPTAINCY? 

Very different to his 
predecessor’s, almost cer¬ 
tainly. Alastair Cook said 
he will put his own stamp 
on things and is keen to be 
instinctive - while taking 
on others’ points of view. 
Root appears to be a round¬ 
ed, grounded character - 
one who will be confident 
enough in himself to con¬ 
sult but with the certainty 
to do things his own way. 
As many are predicting, we 
can perhaps expect a little 
more flair from the outset, 
and that ought to sync well 
with the talented players 
at his disposal. Inevitably, 
though, it will not work 
all the time - and when it 
doesn’t it may well turn out 
all too obvious. 

WILL CAPTAINCY 

AFFEQ 

HIS BATTING? 

Again, almost certainly 
- one way or another. The 
established median is the 
least likely outcome. Some 
experts are projecting a 
Virat Kohli-style future of 
sustained run-plundering, 
rationalising that the cap¬ 
taincy has had a similar 
bi-product too for New 
Zealand’s Kane William¬ 
son and Australia’s Steven 
Smith. Root is the last in 
his global generation of 
blue-chip batsmen to be 
promoted, and England of 
course must hope he reacts 
just like his stellar contem¬ 
poraries. Batting at any 
level, however, is largely 
an act - harnessing what 
technique you have while 
trying to impose yourself. 
Root’s bustling approach is 
a prime example, and has 
worked a treat through¬ 
out his career. One of his 
biggest challenges now 
is ensuring he loses none 
of that, in any attempt to 
adapt to the responsibili¬ 
ties of leadership - and that 
he can separate his persona 
in the field and dressing- 
room from his strut at the 
crease, if necessary. 

HOW GOOD COULD 
ROOT'S ENGLAND 


New England skipper Joe Root. 

BE? 

A national record-equal- 
ling eight defeats in a cal¬ 
endar year through 2016 
suggests, possibly wrongly, 
they are not a rare vintage. 

The struggles in India 
were entirely predictable 
against a near-unbeatable 
force on home soil, but 
blips before that at home to 
Pakistan are harder to ex¬ 
plain - and there was only 
partial mitigation too for 
capitulating to Bangladesh 
in Dhaka. 

Cook’s admirably honest 
assessment was that Eng¬ 
land had “stagnated” under 
his leadership, and needed 
a new voice as captain. 

Man for man, they have 
the talent - apart from the 
glaring absence of a world- 


class spinner - to rise signif¬ 
icantly from their current 
fourth in the International 
Cricket Council Test rank¬ 
ings. 

They have yet to pool all 
the undoubted individual 
potential into a winning 
team unit, and claims from 
management about their 
resilience have had a hol¬ 
low ring after a string of 
batting collapses and heavy 
defeats. 

Root has a substantial job 
on his hands, but most of 
the tools at his disposal to 
succeed. 

ROOT-STOKES - 
DREAM 

TEAM, OR lUST 
MANIC? 


Well, this could go either 
way. 

At face value, these two 
are not complementary 
characters. 

The captain appears 
naturally effervescent, in 
his element doing some¬ 
thing he loves, perhaps 
with extra affectation to 
give himself an edge on the 
opposition. 

His deputy is England’s 
all-round action man - with 
bat, ball and in the field - as 
well as their go-to social 
hub. 

Everyone wants to go to 
dinner with Ben Stokes, 
coach Trevor Bayliss has 
told the press on several oc¬ 
casions. England therefore 
have dynamism in abun¬ 
dance as the heartbeat of 
the team. 

It may prove a master¬ 
stroke to begin to get the 
best out of a supremely- 
talented bunch... or it may 
all just prove too hectic for 
its own good. There are un¬ 
likely to be too many dull 
moments, for participants 
or audience, under Root 
and Stokes. 

CAN ROOT'S 
ENGLAND 

RETAIN THE ASHES? 

This is already highly- 
pertinent - because in Eng¬ 
lish cricket, more than ever 
these days, possession of 
the urn has a gilt currency. 

In less than a year, there 
will be no shortage of un¬ 
qualified pronouncements 
on Joe Root, England cap¬ 
tain, and they will be in¬ 
formed entirely by how his 
team have fared Down Un¬ 
der. South Africa at home 
is his first assignment, of 
course, and he is far too 
canny to make the mistake 
of Ashes-gazing until the 
summer is done. 

However Root’s maiden 
campaign at home goes, 
all will be forgiven and/ 
or forgotten by January 8 
next year. Last time round, 
he did not even get as far 
as Sydney - dropped as the 
long successful Flower re¬ 
gime stuttered to an inglo¬ 
rious end in 5-0 whitewash 
defeat. 

Root can realistically ex¬ 
pect much better in 2017/18, 
and he will need it to kick- 
start the new era. 



SAVETHE POSTAGE BY USING 


OUR COLLECTION BOXES 


For your convenience our FM THE B/Ul cole^ 

1 J 

addresses belOK. 1 ii no! necessary to use ctieques or PottI Onie^ 


when using these bottS-Tlw deadtoe for these bom is Mii^ 

SOUTHAMPTON NORTH 

BITTERNE PREMIER 

WILTON NEWS 


415 Bitterne Road 

66 Wilton Road 

McCOLLS 

Bitterne Southampton 

Shirley, Southampton 

19 Fleming Avenue 

CO-OP 

141 South East road 

BHAV CONVENIENCE 

North Baddesley 

St James Road 

CO-OP 

Sholing, Southampton 

Shirley 

Nursling Street, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 

SHAYONA 

36 Windrush Road 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 

11 Victoria Road 

Woolston, Southampton 

Millbrook, Southampton 

14-15 Lordshill Centre 

HIGH STREET NEWS + PHOTOS 

Southampton 

RICHARD & LISA’S 

32 Queens View, Netley Abbey 

11a Shirley High Street, Southampton 

NEWSMASTER 


The Broadway, Portswood 
Southampton 

ONE STOP 

Portsmouth Road, Lowford 

EASTLEIGH & CHANDLERS FORD 



CO-OP 

ONE STOP 

CO-OP 

Falkland Road 

361 Winchester Road, Southampton Portsmouth Road, Sholing. 

Chandlers Ford 

HIGHFIELD NEWS 


S & E ANDERSON LTD 

54 Highfield Lane, Southampton 

SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL 

83 Hiltingbury Road, 

Chandlers Ford 

CO-OP 


MARTIN THE NEWSAGENTS PLC 

109 Bassett Green Road 

ISAAC NEWSAGENTS 
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37 Queens Way, Southampton 

Eastleigh 

S.N.A. 

McCOLLS 

BOYATT NEWS 

1 The Broadway 

71 Bedford Place, Southampton 

Shakespeare Road 
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Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh 

ARROW NEWS 

1 Premier Parade 

SWEETMARKET 

162 High Street, Southampton. 
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166 Fair Oak Road, Eastleigh 
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SANDY NEWS 

54 Sandy Lane, Fair Oak 

PREMIER 

ROMSEY 

NEWSMARKET 

237a Aldermoor road 
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CO-OP 

13 Seymour Parade 

High Street, Eastleigh 

McCOLLS 

N. Baddesley 


200 Burgess Road 

Southampton 

MARTINS 

HEDGE END & BOTLEY 


11 The Cornmarket, Romsey 

HEDGE END PO 

St Johns Centre 


NICWAT 

18 Warren Gardens 

Upper Northan Road 

TOTTON AND CALMORE 

Great Woodley Estate, Romsey 


CO-OP 

ROMSEY ADVERTISER OFFICE 

WATERSIDE 

219-221 Salisbury Road 

21a Market Place, Romsey 

DIBDEN PURLIEU NEWS 

Testwood, Totton 


Beaulieu Road, Hythe 

TESCO EXPRESS 


ONE STOP 

Nutshalling Close 

SOUTHAMPTON WEST 

6 Fairview Parade, Hythe 

Calmore 

THOMPSONS PREMIER 

CO-OP 

163 Long Lane, Holbury 

McCOLLS 

172-176 Windermere Avenue 

5 Longstoke Crescent 

Millbrook, Southampton 

MARCHWOOD NEWS 

Totton 

PREMIER 

The Forge, Main Road, 

Marchwood. 

GOLDSMITHS 

39 Irving Road 

CO-OP 

41 Rumbridge Street 

Totton 

Maybush, Southampton 

Marchwood Village Centre 


H & M NEWS MARKET 

BLACKFIELD NEWSAGENTS 


109 Shirley High Street 

Shirley, Southampton 

163 Hampton Lane, Blackfield 



COST CUTTER 

SOUTHAMPTON EAST 

CITY NEWS 

Netley View Post Office, 


Park Street, Shirley, Southampton. 

Fawley Road, Hythe 

NEWSMARKET 

15 Thornhill Park Road 

PREMIER EXPRESS 


Southampton 

54 Romsey Road, Shirley 
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BEST ONE 

TWYFORD NEWS 
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75-77 Sholing Road 

33-35 Twyford Avenue 

HAMPSHIRE CHRONICLE 

Sholing, Southampton 

Shirley, Southampton 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£24,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ I prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nOdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

V I llllll iniCC tor Daily Echo Bournemouth 

T I I II II I lOfor Dorset Echo 

II I fv V W DnZGiii I 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ P 10 for Brighton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 
20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F ind THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 



Winners 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
J Bevis, Southampton 

who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


T Chandler 

Southampton, Hants 

J Hedges 

Southampton, Hants 

J Clark 

Eastleigh, Hants 

A lewis 

Southampton, Hants 

P Cunningham 

Eastleigh, Hants 

C Lock 

Everton, Hants 

B Daniels 

Southampton, Hants 

E Parker 

Southampton, Hants 

N Davis 

Southampton, Hants 

D Rogers 

Kingsworthy, Hants 

D Fisher 

Chandlers Ford, Hants 

S Smith 

Chandlers Ford, Hants 

J Fisher 

Southampton, Hants 

J Spencer 

Southampton, Hants 

GGrinham 

Southampton, Hants 

J Weston 

Southampton, Hants 

L Gumma 

Eastleigh, Hants 

F Williams 

Southampton, Hants 

B Harris 

Southampton, Hants 

C Young 

Southampton, Hants 

Rules 



Competition number S07 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadfines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 
12 rxxjn Tuesday 
Southern Daly Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Ctoang txne Morxlay 

Dearines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 
dosing time MorxJay 
Southern Daly Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Ctoshg time Monday 



Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE n n n ^iss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


18th February 2017 Please crrjss box 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3, No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


508 


L On 

□ 


On what dayts) do you purchase the Daily Echo'7 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI 


Do you hava the paper 
home delivered^ 

□ SAT □ YES □ NO 


□ 

60 

GROSSB 


125 

U 

cnosss 

□ 

200 

GROSSES 

□ 

325 

CROSSES 

□ 

450 

GROSSES 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


MilyEdio 
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SPORTS PINK 


Tykes who 
led England 


PINK CHERRIES FOOTBALL 


Joe Root has succeeded 
Alastair Cook as England 
Test captain and becomes the 
sixth Yorkshire player in the 
post-war era to be given the 
honour. 

Root follows in the 
footsteps of Norman 
Yardley, Len Hutton, Brian 
Close, Geoffrey Boycott and 
Michael Vaughan. Here, the 
Sports Pink assesses how 
well his predecessors fared: 

NORMAN YARDLEY 

(1947-50 - Tests 14, Won 4, 
Lost 7, Drew 3) 


Stepped into the breach 
when Wally Hammond was 
unavailable for the final Test 
of the 1946-47 Ashes and 
took charge of England’s 
next two home series with 
mixed results - a 3-0 home 
win over South Africa in 1947 
followed by a 4-0 defeat to 
Don Bradman’s Tnvincibles’ 
the following summer. 

An intermittent England 
captain, he also presided 
over West Indies’ first win 
on English soil - at Lord’s in 



Joe Root 


June 1950, with that series 
marking his last as captain 
and player. 

LEN HUTTON 

(1952-55 - Tests 23, Won 11, 
Lost 4, Drew 8) 

The legendary batsman 
proved an astute leader after 
becoming England’s first 
professional captain. Won 
back-to-back Ashes contests 
and England were only 
bested in a series by Pakistan 
under his stewardship. He 
relinquished the role in 1955 
due to ill health. 

BRIAN CLOSE 

(1966-67 - Tests 7 Won 6, 

Lost 0, Drew 1) 

Close instilled Yorkshire 
grit when he was parachuted 
in to halt a Gary Sobers- 
inspired West Indies 
as England claimed a 
consolation win before he 
presided over series victories 
against India and Pakistan. 
Cont on facing page 


Mostyn: I know 


By Ned 

Payne 


ANYONE who has bought a house 
knows the myriad of problems in¬ 
volved. If your potential purchase 
is part of a chain, the matter be¬ 
comes even more complex. 

For Cherries chairman Jeff 
Mostyn, that was not dissimilar 
to how the January transfer win¬ 
dow played out. 

Cherries ended the month hav¬ 
ing signed one player - that be¬ 
ing potential goalkeeping star of 
the future Aaron Ramsdale - but 
were thwarted in their attempts 
beyond that. 

Late on deadline day, boss Ed¬ 
die Howe told the media that the 
club had attempted to bring back 
Dutchman Nathan Ake following 
his early recall from a loan spell 
in Dorset by parent club Chelsea. 

Ake had proved a proved a pop¬ 
ular figure on the south coast and 
following his return to Stamford 
Bridge, the Blues were unwilling 
to part with the versatile 21-year- 
old either on loan or permanently. 

The deadline came and went. So 
what, for Mostyn, were the rea¬ 
sons Cherries ended up with just 
one new face? 

“The transfer market in Janu¬ 
ary was completely unstable,” 
said Mostyn. “From our position, 
it wasn’t through a lack of effort. 

“We have a recruitment team. 
Obviously, Eddie has a wishlist 
and then Richard Hughes and 
Neill Blake conduct the vast ma¬ 
jority of the negotiations on our 
behalf. 

“They were working practically 
24/7 throughout the transfer win¬ 
dow to try to get deals for the in¬ 
dividuals we sought over the line 
and it just wasn’t possible. 

Holding back 

“Clubs were holding back on 
releasing players until such time 
as they got their own act togeth¬ 
er. Right at the 11th hour, the se¬ 
quence of events didn’t work in 
our favour. 

“It was like a house chain - 
somebody makes an offer for a 
house but they have to pull out at 
the last minute because they have 
not sold their own. 

“I’ve never known a recruit¬ 
ment team at this club work so 
hard over any given transfer win¬ 
dow and been so disappointed at 
the end.” 

Asked if he understood sup¬ 
porters’ concerns, Mostyn contin¬ 
ued: “1 can understand the desire 
of fans to have numerous players 
signed but we also have to take 
into account, what is the point 
of bringing in numbers if they 
aren’t going to benefit the team? 



Asmir Begovic, seen here being beaten by a 
Rickie Lambert free kick at St Mary's in 2014, was 
a Cherries target last month. 


Cherries chairman Jeff Mostyn, right. 


“Are our supporters disappoint¬ 
ed we haven’t brought numbers in 
compared with other clubs, or are 
they just disappointed? 

“You are always compared with 
your peers and some clubs have 
been successful in getting four or 
five signings over the line - only 
time will tell if they are positive. 

“Last season, Newcastle spent 
close to £60million and were rel¬ 


egated. It’s early days but Crys¬ 
tal Palace have spent more than 
£27m and lost 4-0 to Sunderland 
recently. 

“What Eddie has always said is 
that it’s not anything to do with 
the quantity of players, it’s about 
the quality. 

“If we could not get anyone in 
of quality, we were not prepared 
to spend money, which would also 


have created criticism among our 
supporters.” 

Mostyn declined to comment 
on individual targets in line with 
club policy, although Chelsea 
goalkeeper Asmir Begovic - who 
spent time on loan at Dean Court 
a decade ago - was strongly linked 
with a move to the south coast. 

Reflecting generally on the win¬ 
dow, Mostyn continued: “Wage 
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the fans' desire 


demands form part of the nego¬ 
tiating stance and when people 
are talking about the value of 
players, we take into account the 
entire cost of a player over his 
contractual period to the football 
club. 

“It’s not a question of someone 
coming in for filOmillion or some¬ 
one coming in on a free if they 
are going to cost £26m in wages. 


Every item of expenditure in re¬ 
lation to that player is taken into 
account as to whether or not it 
provides value. 

“We are really fortunate to have 
a manager like Eddie Howe, who 
is not one of these managers who 
says, ‘1 only need another five 
players and we’re complete’. 

“Eddie looks very carefully at 
the economics and unless he be¬ 


lieves that player represents good 
value for the owners of the foot¬ 
ball club, he will not entertain 
buying that player.” 

Away from the window, unsub¬ 
stantiated rumours of financial 
issues at Cherries have been do¬ 
ing the rounds. And Mostyn wast¬ 
ed no time scotching the specula¬ 
tion. 

“I’ve never heard of an issue re¬ 


lating to the financial stability of 
the football club,” he said. 

“All 1 can say is, wherever these 
rumours have emanated, they 
have not been attributed to any¬ 
body at the club, so it is pure ru¬ 
mour. 

“This club has a very strong fi¬ 
nancial base.” 

For Mostyn, Cherries’ season 
and a half in the Premier League 
has been nothing less than a joy. 
And he believes his club are well 
liked in the top flight. 

“From a personal point of view. 
I’m loving the relationships we’ve 
developed. 

“1 think we have probably be¬ 
come one of the most popular 
clubs and most popular boards 
as a consequence of how we treat 
our peers in the Premier League,” 
he said. 

“1 can only speak from the com¬ 
ments people have made when 
they have visited the club. They 
speak highly of everybody from 
the people in the car park to the 
receptionist, right through to 
how we look after them and the 
respect we show them off the 
field. 

Popularity 

“It could not have gone better. In 
terms of popularity, 1 would have 
thought we were right at the pin¬ 
nacle of the Premier League.” 

Among the board members at 
Cherries are Americans Matt 
Hulsizer and Jay Coppoletta, who 
became directors when they ac¬ 
quired a 25 per cent share of the 
club following the rise to the top 
flight. And Mostyn offered an 
insight into the duo’s input into 
matters at Cherries. 

He said: “They are extremely 
enthusiastic about how the club 
is managed and run, and are very 
ambitious in respect of the future 
development of the club. 

“In terms of financial support, 
they are unwavering. 

“In terms of our stadium plans, 
they also give that 100 per cent 
support. 

Decisions 

“We couldn’t ask for a better 
relationship because they offer 
guidance and support but at the 
same time, they leave us to run 
the football club in the way in 
which we believe it should be run. 

“They also have regular dia¬ 
logue with Neill Blake on any 
major issues involving the busi¬ 
ness.” 

One of the board’s key upcom¬ 
ing decisions will be the ticket¬ 
pricing structure for next season, 
with other matters having taken 
greater priority of late. 

Mostyn added: “We have not 
sat down as a board and come to 
a decision over ticket-pricing but 
it will be considered imminently.” 



Cherries failed in their 
bid to bring Nathan 
Ake, right, back to Dean 
Court from Chelsea. 


from facing page 

Despite his remarkable 
success, the all-rounder 
was jettisoned after it was 
thought he used stalling 
tactics during a county game 
against Warwickshire at 
Edgbaston. 

GEOFFREY BOYCOTT 

(1978 - Tests 4, Won 1, Lost 
1, Drew 2) 

Another whose batting 
pedigree is not in doubt. 
Boycott took charge of 
England for the final Test 
against Pakistan in January 
1978 and the following tour 
to New Zealand due to Mike 
Brearley’s broken arm. The 
most notable moment of 
his captaincy came against 
the Black Caps when he 
was deliberately run out by 
Ian Botham as a result of 
his slow run-rate. Brearley 
was back in the post by the 
summer of 1978. 

MICHAEL VAUGHAN 

(2003-08 - Tests 51, Won 26, 
Lost 11, Drew 14) 

The only one of the sextet 
not born in the county 
- he hails from Greater 



Michael Vaughan 


Manchester. Numerically 
England’s greatest captain 

- no other Englishman has 
won more games as skipper 

- while his ingenuity went 
a long way to deciding the 
seminal Ashes 2005 series. 
Injuries dimmed his star as a 
batsman and he resigned in 
tears after a series defeat to 
South Africa. 

Ray Illingworth had 
two spells at home county 
Yorkshire - 1951-68 and 
1982-83 - but his time as 
England captain spanned 
from 1969-73, when he was at 
Leicestershire. 

RAY ILLINGWORTH 

(1969-73 - Tests 31, Won 12, 
Lost 5, Drew 14) 

A shrewd character, 
Illingworth, an off-spinning 
all-rounder, boasted of series 
wins over West Indies, New 
Zealand and Australia in his 
first two years in charge. 
Results tailed off, though, 
and his reign ended with a 
loss to the Windies. 
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Miracles, Healing & Freedom 

il 

February 26th - 28th 

Sunday 10:00ann Monday 7;30pm 
& 7:30pm Tuesday 7 


Victory Gospel Church 
The Victory Centre 
154-156 Portswood Road 
Southampton S0172NH 



BETTER THAN SALE PRICES? 


Everyone is different and so are our sofas. 

That’s why you’ll find one perfect for you. 

Our design and development factory keeps the quality high and the prices low. 
Lower than sale prices? They’re Fabb prices. And there’s even a free 15 year guarantee. 
Visit the newest, fabbest sofa store in the area and kiss goodbye to paying over 
the odds for exclusive designer sofas. 



FABB SOFAS, HEDGE END RETAIL PARK, CHARLES WATTS WAY, HEDGE END, SOUTHAMPTON. SOSO 4RT 

OPENING HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-8PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10.30AM-5PM (10.30-llAM VIEWING) 


Telephone: 01489 789198 Online: www.fabbsofas.com 


Normal price effective after 27th February 2017.15 year guarantee applies to frames and frame springs. Scatter cushions not included. 
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WILTON ROYAL 

OUTLET ^^ 


Ardwick Twist 
80/20 42oz Wool twist 

Large stocks to clear 
Direct from the manufacturers 

Normal price 

£19.99sqm 

To clear £11.99sqm 


FLOORING BEDS AND MATTRESSES FENCING 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

RINGWOOD ROAD, WOODLANDS, SOUTHAMPTON, SO40 7GY 

02380 873459 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 



Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 

















40 Saturday, February 18, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 



RESULTS 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 


Saturday, 18 February, 2017 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bishops Stoitford 1 Poole Town 4 
Daitford 0 Chelmsford City 1 
East Thurrock Utd 2 Hampton & Richmond 1 
Eastbourne Borough 2 Gosport Borough 0 
Ebbsfleet Utd 1 Hungerford Town 0 
Maidenhead Utd 2 Whitehawk 1 
Margate 0 Wealdstone 1 
Oxford City 1 Hemel Hempstead Town 0 
St Albans City 1 Bath City 4 
Truro City 1 Concord Rangers 2 
Weston-super-Mare 2 Welling Utd 2 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Banbury Utd 1 Weymouth 1 
Basingstoke Town 2 Biggleswade Town 1 
Chesham Utd 0 Leamington 1 
Cinderford Town 5 St Neots Town 2 
Dorchester Town 2 Dunstable Town 0 
Hayes & Yeading 0 Kings Lynn Town 1 
Hitchin Town 2 Frame Town 2 
Kettering 1 Kings Langley 0 
Redditch Utd 1 Cambridge City 2 
Slough Town 1 Merthyr Town 0 
St Ives Town 1 Cirencester Town 1 
Stratford Town 0 Chippenham Town 1 
Division One South 8. West: 
Barnstaple Town 3 North Leigh 1 
Didcot Town 2 Bishops Cleeve 2 
Larkhall Athletic 2 Hereford 2 
Paulton Rovers 0 Mangotsfield Utd 2 
Shortwood Utd 1 Bideford 2 
Slimbridge 0 Taunton Town 7 
Swindon Supermarine 1 Salisbury 6 
Tiverton 2 Wantage 0 
Wimborne Town 2 Bridgwater Town 0 
Winchester City 4 Evesham Utd 1 
Yate Town 1 AFC Totton 3 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Alresford Town 3 Hamworthy Utd 1 
Andover Town 3 Newport loW 2 
Bournemouth Poppies 0 AFC Portchester 2 
Cowes Sports 1 Bashley 1 
Fareham Town 1 Whitchurch Utd 0 
Lymington Town 2 Bemerton HH 1 
Moneyfields 2 Brockenhurst 1 
Sholing 3 Horndean 0 
Team Solent 1 Blackfield & Langley 5 
Division One: 

Baffins Milton Rovers 4 Hythe & Dibden 0 
Christchurch 3 New Milton Town 3 
East Cowes Vies 0 Tadley Calleva 6 
Fleet Spurs 2 Pewsey Vale 2 
Hamble Club 1 AFC Stoneham 0 
Laverstock & Ford 2 Andover New Street 0 
Ringwood Town 1 Downton 0 
Romsey Town 1 Alton 1 
Shaftesbury 4 US Portsmouth 4 
Weymouth Res 2 Totton & Eling 2 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division 
Clanfield 2 Liss Athletic 2 
Fleetland 3 Hayling United 1 
Hedge End Rangers 0 Overton United 0 
Infinity pp Bush Hill 
Locks Heath 5 Liphook United 2 
Paulsgrove 2 QK Southampton 2 
Winchester Castle 1 Stockbridge 2 
Division 1 

Michelmersh & Timsbury 3 Four Marks 0 
Netley Central Sports 6 AFC Petersfield 1 
South Wonston Swifts 3 Lyndhurst 1 
Sway 6 Headley United 0 
Combination Division 
Bush Hill 3 Fleetlands 1 
Four Marks 5 Michelmersh & Timsbury 1 
Hayling United pp Winchester Castle 
Liphook United pp Hedge End Rangers 
Overton United 5 Headley United 1 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
John Stimpson Memorial Shield: 
Downton 1 Sholing 1 
Division One East: 

Colden Common 0 Alresford Town 6 
Alton 2 Hamble Club 1 
Liss Athletic 1 Baffins MR 2 
Tadley Calleva 4 Bosham 0 
US Portsmouth 1 Petersfield Town 1 
Division One West: 

AFC Stoneham 1 Team Solent 2 
New Milton Town 2 Laverstock & Ford 2 
Totton & Eling 4 Hythe & Dibden 0 
Verwood Town 2 Romsey Town 4 
DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Veterans 0-40 League Cup, semi-final 
Colden Common 2 Hythe & Dibden 3 
Sporting BTC 1 Winchester OB 4 
Supplementary League Trophy 
Forest Edge Roves 1 Sporting BTC 0-35 1 
Park Sports 2 Nursling Vets 0 
BTC Soton 5 Knightwood Utd 2 
Gulf Western 3 Hamble Utd 3 
Hedge End Town 1 Compton 3 
BTC Soton Res 2 Chamberlayne AFC 3 
Premier: 

Braishfield 1 Soton University 1 
Nursling 6 Comrades 0 
Senior 1 

Montefiore Halls 3 AFC Botley 1 
Comrades Res 0 Priory Rovers 4 
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Eastleigh 0 Tranmere Rovers 2 

Turn to page 2 for the match report Pictures: Stuart Martin 














































